Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



^1 



I 





600108080N 



V 



^^ at ■ 



•^4 



s' 



REPORT 



OF THB 



^rortelitngsc at t\tt Amnion Confirrtnct 



HELD AT BONN 



BETWEEN THE ioth AND i6th OF AUCUST, 1875 



Vran^IaUl) from tj^e <Sfnman of ^roffsttfof Xcu^ct) 



WITH A PREFACE 



BY 



H. P. LID DON D.D. 

Canon efSt. Pautt ^, - ,.^ . , j. 

Sirov^a^ovTCs nypciv t^v cvonfro tov \^\ *^':^- / /£3' 
irvcv/iaros cm ry crvvSea-fJuf T^s'€t/)i}in^, ^^^5^v5^i^^^4^/ 

£/. i: Pan/ «/ Ejm^/i \; ^ '' 



LONDON 
BASIL MONTAGU PICKERING 

196 PICCADILLY 
MDCCCLXXVI. 



i. ^ 



//() , h . bil ■ 



L[ 



'A •Kcv\\ 



V - U . 



PREFACE. 



It is not, perhaps, surprising that persons warmly 
interested in the work of promoting unity among 
Christians should have complained of the un- 
friendly tones in which the Conferences at Bonfi 
have been frequently criticised by English writers. 
And yet, surely, there is nothing to be wondered 
at either in the fact or the terms of such criticism'. 
To begin with, . it should be remembered that 
everybody who talks or writes does not feel ^ 
{^ssionate interest in the prosperity of the Chris- 
tian Church. A man is not likely to wish tht 
Church of Christ to be united and strong, un- 
less he already wishes well to the Truth which 
the Church embodies and propagates ; in othet 
ti^rms, unless he is a relgious man. But if, un-' 
happily, his sympathies are hostile to religion, h^ 
dt>es not feel bound to say so when criticising a re^ 
ligioiis movement. Nor, indeed, in these' days, doe^^ 
e^ery religious mail desire the \mity of the Ghri^-* 
tfen Church. Strange as it may well seem, theri?' 
ait thottsands of persons iiv this country whose' 
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religion, serious and conscientious though it be, 
begins and ends with themselves. Such is their 
dread of losing sight of individual responsibility 
and personal spiritual life, through the sense of 
membership in a world-wide corporation, that they 
have forgotten a large part of the declared will of 
of that Master Whom they desire to serve. They 
have forgotten that He came on earth, not merely 
to save the souls of men, one by one, but also to 
found a Society, whose cohesion and vigour is 
^ow, as always, dear to His Heart. They have 
passed over as utterly as if it were absent from their 
Bibles all that they might learn about the " Body 
of Christ," — the visibly organised fellowship of 
Christians under Christ their Head. They may, 
indeed, co-operate with other Christians for prac- 
tical purposes. But such co-operation appears to 
them to be strictly a matter of expediency and 
choice ; and how the particular association which 
binds them to some fellow-believers is marshalled 
and governed is not, they think, a point of real 
religious importance. Then, again, other Christians 
who are keenly alive to this side of their responsi- 
bility to Christ our Lord, believe that the only 
unity which He approves is that which centres in^ 
and is controlled by, the Pope of Rome, This is 
not the place for shewing that such a conception \% 
not sanctioned by Holy Scripture, or in early Chris- 
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tian antiquity, and that it is chiefly due to 
political aspirations, natural and vigorous in those 
ages, which witnessed and followed upon the de- 
struction of the Western Empire. It is enough te- 
observe that none of the great sections of opinion 
here indicated can be reasonably expected ^ 
sympathise with the Bonn Conferences. Christian 
unity cannot be welcome to those who at heart do 
not wish well to Christianity. Unity upon the 
principles of Catholic antiquity cannot be grateful 
to the disciples of ultra-Protestant individualism. 
Catholic Unity, in its primitive freedom, cannot 
approve itselt to the children of the modern 
Papacy. 

Not that the criticisms which have been provoked 
by the Bonn Conferences proceed exclusively fron 
such quarters as those which have been noticed. 
The late Bishop Wilberforce once observed that a 
work supposed to be good could not be held to be 
really good until it had been found fault with by 
some excellent people, who might have been ex- 
pected to give it their sympathy and support. 
There are obvious risks in trusting too unreservedly 
to such a criterion of goodness as this. Biit, 
if it is at all trustworthy, the well-wishers of 
the Bonn Conferences have reason to be satisfied. 
Some natural friends of the cause, which was re- 
presented at Bonn, have at times echoed the 
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observations of its natural enemies ; and it is need- 
less to observe that, if some of these criticisms 
may seem to be hasty or in part irrational, others 
must be entitled to respectful attention, and may: 
yiet do good service to the enterprise which has^ 
suggested them. 

\ ' ■ ' 

, That the Reunion of Christian Churches is an ob». 
j^t difficult of attainment, is obvious enough. In 
this respect, it resembles most things that are really 
WQirth having in t^is world: the ancients had a^ 
well-known proverb about the difficulty of virtue. 
T$jat it is often assumed, at least in this connection, 
th^t what is confessedly difficult is virtually im- 
ppssible ; and we cannot too clearly recc^nize the 
falsehood pi this assumption, especially when ap- 
plied to the things of the Kingdom of God^ The 
history of the Church is, in fact, a history of van- 
qv^ished difficulties. What Christian of the second 
cefitury would have anticipated the baptism of the 
S>pman Caesar in the fourth ? What witness of th€ 
h^voc wrought upon the old Roman civilization b^ 
tfee i|ivadi|>g bg^rbarians would have looked forward 
ta the speedy conversion of those very barbarians^ 
intp th^ most faithful children of the ChurcK? 
Wibo ipf tthe Cathode ftpnt^a^tporari^s of Athanasins 
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would have foretold the later collapse of Ariianism? 
How could anybody living in the heart of the Mid- 
dle Ages have imagined the possibility of such 
movements as those of the age of the Reforma- 
tion ? What would have been thought of a pre- 
diction of the religious restorations thfoughout 
Western Christendom which have marked the 
second and third quarters of the present century^' 
if it had been made when the Encyclopaedists^ 
rrigtied in Paris, and the first enthusiasm of the 
French Revolution was carrying all before it t Ndt* 
tb insist upon other illustrations, which touch Eng- 
lish Churchmen more nearly and which will readily 
occur to them, we must recognize in Church history 
a continuous warning against confusing the difficult! 
with the strictly impossible. The forces at work 
in the Kingdom of Grace transcend the limits of 
natural experience, and what has been may be 
expected to repeat itself. "The Lord's hand is 
not shortened that it cannot save.** 
• Unquestionably the difficulties which may be 
pointed at as forbidding the hopes of Christian 
unity that are encouraged by the Conferences at 
Bonn are formidable enough. Apart from doigmAtic 
questions, there is the divergence of tone and of 
sympathies which is engendered by lc«ig periods 
of separation ; there is the compact mass of recog- 
Ittsed and unrecognised prejudice which every 
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isolated Church almost inevitably fosters in its 
bosom. Eastern Christians may never have dis- 
tinguished accurately between things so unlike 
each other as the English Reformation and the Con- 
tinental or the Scottish, and may see in Angli- 
cans, only rebels against a communion which is 
itself, as they hold, the child of an earlier rebel- 
lion, against the One Orthodox and Catholic 
Church. They cannot easily and at once understand 
that the Apostolical Ministry and the realities of 
Sacramental Grace are as dear to us as to them- 
selves. German Catholics, who have been taught 
from childhood the old current Roman Catholic 
caricatures of the English Church, cannot be ex- 
pected as a body to keep pace with the learning 
and justice of their formost minds, and to admit 
that, as a Church, we have been gravely misrepre- 
sented. Nor is it wonderful if some English church- 
men too have prejudices to unlearn and to repudiate 
ere the holy work of Christian Reunion can make 
much way. Rome and Puritanism have comr 
bined to depreciate the Ancient Churches of the 
East ; Rome cannot pardon the consistent rejec- 
tion of her claim to supremacy, and Puritanism is 
impatient of reverent belief in the grace of the 
Christian Sacraments. Accordingly, the Eastern 
Church is sometimes referred to as "more un- 
enlightened and superstitious than the Roman 
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Catholic ;" as " having less in common with us 
than the Churches of Italy and Spain ;" as the 
" Church of metaphysical subtleties and of a 
materialistic worship." This estimate, however 
coarse and absurd, is not unlearnt all at once ; 
indeed, it is industriously fortified in quarters 
where a greater accuracy might have been ex- 
pected. Only the other day we were told that the 
Eastern Church had done nothing for the exten- 
sion of Christ's Kingdom among the heathen ; 
although one of the very noblest of living mis- 
sionaries in Christendom is now Archbishop of 
Moscow. Again, there are many pious Chris- 
tians among us who, having fallen in with some 
productions of the older or later German Ra- 
tionalism, are well persuaded that no true faith 
is to be found in Germany out of communion 
with the Pope, and they accordingly look with 
the greatest suspicion upon Bishop Reinkens 
and Dr. DoUinger. Such misapprehensions con- 
stitute a most serious difficulty in the way of 
reunion ; but they may be destined to yield 
to the effects of better information and to the 
action, slow but sure, of that silent decay which all 
irrational prejudice undergoes at the bidding of 
time. 

The reunion of Christians may still be very 
remote. Even if the Old CathoUcs and the East- 
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era Churches were already one, how much would 
still remain to be achieved! Unless very great 
dhanges take place in the Roman Church (and 
she is, by no means, unchanging) reunion with hef 
is impossible. And yet the course of modern life' 
iis, upon the whole, in favour of some progress 
towards an object which must be always dear tOf 
Christian hope. The wide diffusion of ideas and of 

4 

intelligence, by the telegraph or in books ; the 
extension both of the taste and opportunities for 
foreign travel among classes which, a quarter of a 
eentury ago, would have remained at home ; the 
high political interest which attaches to everything 
connected with Germany, or with the two Empires 
which are still bound up, in very different ways, 
with the fortunes of the Oriental Church ; — these 
and other causes have a tendency to create, first an 
Interest in Christians from whom we are separated, 
4ttd then a good understanding with them. Even 
the progress of unbelief itself contributes some* 
thing to the result. It awakens in all to whom the 
Name and honour of Christ are dear the s6nse of a 
common and warmer devotion to our Lord, and a 
kindly and affectionate feeling towards all men 
^o share it. And thus there is a silent work 
going on in thousands of believing hearts, by which 
file crooked places of controversy are made straight 
and its rough places plain, and the way of the Lord 
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is prepared across deserts which mark the ancient 
track of human prejudice and passion — 

Dies venit, dies Tua, 

In quA reflorent omnia ; 

Laetemur et nos in viam, 

TuA reducti dextersL 

11, 

Exception is taken, however, to the order of 
I^roceedings. "Granting," it is said, "for argu- 
ment's sake that the whole enterprise for a re- 
union of Christendom is not purely Quixotic,'surely 
there are separated Christians in England who 
have a first claim upon our efforts at concilia- 
tion ? Charity begins at home ; and it would be 
better to win over those large bodies of our 
countrymen who have separated from the com- 
munion of the Church of England, before cross- 
ing the channel, and holding out the hand of 
fellowship to German and Eastern Catholics." 

' Upon this, it may be observed, first of all, that, 
if the unity of brethren is really a "good and joyful 
thing,"* it should be welcome wherever and when- 
ever it is to be had. To battle stoutly for a 
particular order of proceedings in attaining it, is 

^ ■ 'Ps. 133—1. '^ 
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the part of a pedantic friend, if not of an insincere 
one. In the pursuit of other good things we do 
not embarrass ourselves by ceremonial rules of this 
kind. Doubtless a man's relations have greater 
claims upon him than his fellow parishioners, and 
his fellow parishioners than his fellow countrymen 
at large. And yet it would not appear to be the 
case that the excellent men in our day, who have 
devoted themselves to promoting the virtue of 
Temperance, have hesitated to join any National 
Association for that object, until they have done 
all that can be done for a fellow parishioner or 
a relation who, as it 'is, may drink too much. 
Earnestness of purpose is quick-sighted, and it 
discerns the hand of a foe in an artificial rule 
which would sacrifice its main object to the pro- 
prieties of etiquette. If it were to be laid down 
that nothing must be attempted for religious 
unity abroad until everything has been done that 
can be done to reunite Englishmen in one faith 
and worship on their own soil, such a judgment 
would, in effect, decide that the present genera- 
tion must abandon its unprecedented opportuni- 
ties, and its best hopes in this direction, alto- 
gether. 

. It seems to be forgotten that, while duties arc 
for man, opportunities are from God. Man cannot 
command opportunities for service ; but he should 
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ever be ready to make the most of them. And 
God guides man into the paths of duty, by the 
opportunities He offers in the course of His 
Providence. The Old Catholic movement, as far 
as English Churchmen are concerned, is an in- 
stance of such guidance. It is the product of 
events and of r^esolutions over no one of which 
the English Church has had the slightest influence. 
No single English Churchman has had anything 
to do with summoning the late Council of the 
Vatican, or with inspiring its decisions, or with 
precipitating the effect of those decisions upon 
the conscience and conduct of the sincere and 
distinguished men who have been unable to accept 
them, and who, consequently, have been expelled 
from the Roman pale. But these most impor- 
tant occurrences have issued in consequences which 
present the English Church with a signal oppor- 
tunity for prosecuting the work of Christian union. 
No similar opportunity has been offered for her 
acceptance since the Reformation, and she is respon- 
sible to God, and to Christendom for the use which 
she makes of it. Surely it is not for us to dictate His 
arrangements to the Divine Guide, and to say 
that we would have gratefully accepted this 
favour had it only come after opportunities of 
another kind, for which we are, in the first instance, 
ready and eager. Submi.ssion to the order, as well 
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as to the events, of God s Providence, is the first of 
religious lessons ; it is the highest wisdom whether 
. of Christian Churches or of Christian men. 

And, indeed, it is at least probable that unity 
among English Christians will, in the end, be best 
promoted by a serious effort to secure unity with 
Christians abroad. English dissent has many 
motives for its existence and activity. Sometimes 
it is little more than a form of political opposition 
to the order of social life in England, with which 
the position of the Established Church is so inti- 
mately bound up. Sometimes it is a profoundly 
religious protest against the strange and deplorable 
anomaly which still invests secular bodies, whose 
members may be of any or no religion, with the 
power of legislating for a purely spiritual society. 
Sometimes, like the old Montanism, it expresses 
misdirected yearnings after a higher spirituality ; 
sometimes, like Donatism, it seeks refuge in a pri- 
vate schism from those contrasts of good and evil 
3iijhid:i&;ever recur within the fold of the Catholic 
jCjiUrch. Sometimes it is the product of a ror 
jectiea of the supernatural ; whether partially, as 
^^n^the powers granted to the Christian ministry 
fO; die tyalae and effect of the Christian sacraments, 
Hre : iiQpudiat^ ; or, with more logical and fatal 
coflapleteness, as; when the Atoning Virtue of our 
Lord's Deatii, and the trnth of His Personal God^ 
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head are denied by Socinianism. Sometimes it is 
deep and fervent piety alienated, alas! by the 
apathy and unfaithfulness of Churchmen in bygone 
days ; sometimes it is irreligious energy which has 
been provoked by the spiritual life and operative 
faith of the modem Church into an antagonism 
which is in no sense spiritual. But, under all 
these forms, it has one answer ready at hand when 
it is invited to return to the Church's fold. It 
points triumphantly to the divisions by which the 
Church of England is herself separated, — too 
often without any accompanying sense of humiliar 
tion and sorrow on the part of her members — from 
other ancient Churches of Christendom. Anglicans 
speak of the sin of sqhism ; and Dissent mutters 
soQiething about the Gracchi complaining of sedi- 
tion. We reply that our separation from the rest of 
Ccitholic Christendom has been forced on us ; but 
we are asked, Why, if this is the case, we have 
not been more anxious for unity where it is still 
within our reach. 

Surely, it is not unreasonable to suppose that 
in such degree as we can diminish this reproach of 
insensibility to our own relations with the rest of 
Chfistendom, we shall be able to approach our 
^parated brethren in England with a better moraj 
right to claim their attention. It will be well to cour 
vince them that at least we have npt the spirit of 
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schism. Doubtless, many of them would, humanly 
speaking, under no circumstances whatever return 
to the communion of the Church. Yet there arc 
among them numbers of religious men who would 
be touched and attracted by the felt presence 
of a new spirit of charity in English churchmen. 
Rome has, indeed, at any rate for the present, 
made attempts at reconciliation with herself im- 
possible. But there are other Churches than the 
Roman; — Churches assuredly not less ancient in 
date, not less apostolical in birth, which hold out to 
us the right hand of fellowship. In union with 
these Churches, those who succeed us may hope to 
conciliate some of the loving and devoted men who 
now stand aloof from us in England. God only 
knows whether such a blessing is reserved for His 
family ; but it is at least sufficiently possible to enable 
English Churchmen to feel that, in seeking union 
with the Easterns and the Germans, they are 
not unmindful of those with whom they would 
thankfully be reunited in their own land. 



III. 



Supposing the point to be conceded, that it is 
right to seek for reunion, in the first instance, with 
foreign Christians, a new ground of dissatisfaction 
forthwith presents itself. The English members of 
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the Bonn Conferences have been freely taken to 
task for their share in the undertaking. They were, 
so they are told, only theological amateurs out for 
a holiday, and trying their hands at a useless game 
of ecclesiastical diplomacy. "How could they 
address themselves to the duties of ' representa- 
tives ' when they were unfurnished with credentials 
from the Church of which they were ministers or 
members ?" 

To this it may be at once replied that the English 
members of the Conference, or at least those of its 
members who were not bishops, had no idea of 
' representing' any one but themselves. A bishop, 
indeed, under any circumstances, represents his 
diocese ; he cannot relieve his august office of its 
.inherently representative character^ any more than 
a reigning sovereign can reduce his word and acts 
to insignificance by travelling incognito ; do what 
he will, a bishop's language must, on this very 
account, have serious importance. But it is other^ 
wise with laymen and private clergymen ; and these 
had no reason for attending the Conference beyond 
that of wishing, either to contribute something to 
its proceedings, or to learn something from them, 
or, as was the case with the present writer, to 
obey the personal invitation of its President^ This 
after all, was only what other people do, in other 
matters, with general approval. Every year wit- 

b 
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aesses large gatherings of Ei^ltshmen and foreign-^ 
.ers for the purpose of discussing phTsical, or tnecha^ 
nical, or social, or legal> or antic^iian que$tion« ; 
^iiid, although the members of these congresses 
are not formally commissioned to be present, their 
attendance is not on that account faeid to be im* 
pertinent or. ridiculoua They may be occ^itric 
thinkers who jspeak only for theoisdves ^ they may 
be the spokesmen of large bodies of intelligeill; 
/men. But this accident is dearlyindependent of 
the principle on which they attend^ they Kre4:here, 
3K)t as. members of a Parliament making laws for 
^ people which.has delegated to liiem its legislatiye 
'power, but as private individuals who are doin(g what 
they may for a cause wbich th^ have at heart It 
was in this sense that the English Church members 
^f the Bonn Conferences attended them, with the ex- 
:^ptio€iof the bishops. And such anarrangement may 
tiothave been withoixt its advantages. If these mem* 
bers .made mistakes, no one wais compromised but 
theinseives. If they happenedto speak for a ku^e 
Jaody Jof their fellow phurchmen, tlie spokesman- 
(sdiip was accidental; it ^ carried with it no such 
.technical.cr formal consequences as to ruffle the 
most susceptible of official mmds. 

With this substatntial agreement between the Eng- 
jH^cchurohmen who were present at the Conference 
-and their critics, it m^ht have been expected that 
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ilie former would have been really aUowed ^ to aay 
-what th^ liked, since th^ represented iioix>dyJbi]t 
themselves*" If this has not been the case, thf 
reason is, that if men are weak, ideas or rather tn^fas 
aire str^mg. The asptratioQS and eonvictioas which 
'Attracted men to Bonn have befooe now moved tile 
worlds amd are Jikely, indue time, to move it agaijl. 
They are too intrinsically noble and miajestic, odt 
to redeem any sincere effort on their behalf from 
sheer insignificance, and it is the instinctive per- 
ception of this fact which has involved the critics 
'^ the: Bonn Conferences in some ^nconsidteheies. 
, Those writers iknow fi^U uridll that, in an age like 
.onr^ an idqa that hiais forqe 2^d truth in it, doets 
.Mrt depend ibr its success upon official sanction. 
: It janay come into 1;he WQsrId wiithout a wploome ; 
it may pass its eady years amid xebuffs and illr 
treatment ; it may be denied any certificates iof 
( vespectabiUty.as it goes on its way ; ]|nd yet it may 
end iby being claimed as their own by the classes 

* and personagesjwho have persistenrtly discouraged, it. 

• ^ertainiy therip is much reason for wishing^that some 
of the more learned prelates who presideoverEhglish 
sdi0ceses]faad\been abi^ to be proBenit at Bonn ; Eng- 
lishmen who took part in the Conference of 1^74 
will remember with gratitude 'how much was 
achieved by the solid learning, the consideratb 
patience, and the tranquil dignity qf jie pfege^t 

b 2 
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Bishop of Winchester. But, in an age when auth<^* 
rity is weak and ideas are powerful, irregular en-^ 
terprise may not be without its peculiar advan* 
tages. And whoever may advocate the cause of 
Christian reunion, it is a cause which b indepen* 
dent of its advocates ; it is, in short, so eminently 
Christian that it must ever appeal powerfully to all 
Christian hearts* 



IV. 



When the question is asked what has be^n effected 

in the proposed direction by the Conference of 1875, 

the accompanying report will furnish, it is hopec), 

.3ome sort of reply. Like its predecessor, however, 

this Report is often only an epitome or abstract* of 

the actual discussion, which, not without some excur^ 

sions into other fields of interest, will be seen to havje 

turned mainly upon the relation of God the Son to 

the Eternal procession of the Holy Spirit from the 

Father. Those who can see in such a question only 

'^ an old*world fragment of theological metaphy* 

^ics," will not care to interest themselves much in 

what passed. Not that they are right in describe 

.^_ — _ — — ■ ■■ .. . I > 

* The failure to notice this has led some critics into mis- 
lakes. One writer treats the reporter's epitome of what was 
said, as if it gave the very words of the speaker, and indeed 
.all that he said. 
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ing the subject as unpractical even from their own 
point of view. Christians, indeed, who believe 
that God has really spoken will deem it exceedingly 
practical to ascertain as precisely as maybe what 
He has said, simply because He has said it ; and, 
even if nothing in the conduct, whether of churches 
or of individuals, can be shown to be affected by 
the result To a serious Christian, what God is in 
Himself, must be of much greater importance 
than any effect of a particular belief about Him 
upon the political or social fortunes of His crea^ 
tures« Still, in point of fact, the controversy about 
the Double Procession has had consequences which 
have divided Christendom for a thousand years, 
and which are still in full force. Every statesman 
ui Europe, whatever be his creed, knows that the 
political bearing of these consequences is of the 
liighest practical importance at this hour. Every 
instructed Christian knows that no controversy, 
'since the foundation of the Church of Christ, has 
affected the fortunes and prospects of Christendom 
more intimately than this. It is true, no doubt, 
that the Papal claim to supremacy explains the 
eagerness with which the Latins have pressed their 
addition to the creed of Constantinople and Chal- 
cedon ; but the fact remains that no other question 
respecting the Revealed Life of God has directly 
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ptmpitatdd a r^nt in <he Church of Chri^ at cancer* 
so wide and so enduring. 

* 111 addressing itself to this vast question a small ' 
btxty^liketbat which met in conference at Bonn, could 
not hope or desire ixs produce results Which wouid 
escape criticism. On the contrary^ it would be a greait > 
misfortune if thes^ results could be accepted by any > 
portion of the Church without first undergoing sharp 
and searching sdrutiny. The Bonn prtiposi tions cait ' 
inakd ilkx claim whatever to be a definitive settle-^ 
ment of the great itnd awful prdbleths with which- 
they deal. They are at best a tentative and profvi^-; 
sionstl draft of bases^ upon which, it vA hufnbly: 
hopedy hareafter^-^when they have b^il sufficiently 
effilarged or modified, if it be ddemed needful, by 
c&Mp^iteiit ehuith authority,— the structure of a 
r^Uliited Christendom may be r^red. If they are 
thus in any degi^e owned by God, ill the coUrsel 
of His Providential Government of Hi^ Kiitgdcte)' 
it will be almost mote than we can nOw dare ta 
think Of as possibles If they periih, ahd are 
added to the long list of fruitless efforts to heal 
the wouiids of Christendom, something will still 
hav6 been gained for et^miey, by the ^irit which 
hkis produced them^ and which in turn has been 
fidtt^red and streligthened by their production^ 
Meanwhile their keenest critics may well be the 
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truest frieads of the object whidx they are really . 
inteuded to promote. 

. The Conference of 1875, has been found fault 
with (or opposite reasons. It is said to have dpne. 
nothing, after all It 13 also said, to have done 
too much; to have made concessions which in- 
vplve tiie surrender of the truth affirmed by the 
Western Doctrine, and to have purchased a goo4 
ucderftanding with the East by submission to the 
less reasonable of its demands. 
. Of these criticisms, ^ first, if not exact as a. 
statement of fact,; is a useful check upon exag^ 
gerated language of another kind. . In view of> 
the grouod which has to be traversed before 
iWty can be a reality,, we may say that, rela»- 
^vely speaking, almost nothing has yet been 
doncr When we consider the dense masses of 
prejudice which keep churches asunder-n^the fears^ 
the hesitations, the suspicions, the bewilderments^—: 
legitimate and illegitimate — ^which are roused in ten 
thpusand deeply religious minds at the bare thought 
ql reconciliation with those from whom their an* 
cestors have stood apart for centuries,-^it is qertainly 
no great step towards the removal of these moun^ 
tains which has been taken by the Conference at Bonn^ 
The objections might, perhaps, be left to neutralise 
each other ; but it is due to those who are anxious 
lest more should have been yielded thai) is 
consistent with the exigencies of truth, fo do 
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what may be done towards allaying Aich anxiety. ' 
Two concessions, not without importance, were 
made by the Western members of the Conference 
to their Eastern brethren. Of these, the first is 
contained in the second* of four preliminary reso- 
lutions, which were designed to govern the course 
of the later and more specific discussion. It may 
be observed of the other three resolution^, or arti- 
cles, that, although questions of fact may be raised 
as ^o their interpretation, yet they represent prin- 
ciples which have never been in debate between 
the East and West. Both East and West receive 
the (Ecumenical decisions of the ancient undivided 
Churchf. Both East and West have ever agreed 
that the specific doctrine of the Holy Spirit, which 
the Fathers of the Undivided Church can be shown 
to teach, is, in point of form, the true doctrine.^ 
And the Western Church is assuredly not less in* 
tcrested than the Eastern in repudiating the hei'esy 
of a second Principle within the Divine Unity§. 

But the statement that the "addition of the 
Filioque to the Creed was not made in an ecclesias- 
tically regular manner *'|| is of course an admission 
which, as is notorious, some distinguished Westeni 
authorities would refuse to make. It had indeed 
been already made, in stronger language, by the 

• Cf., p. 88. t Art. I, p. 88. X Art. 3, p. 88. 

§ Art 4, p. 88. II Art 2, p. 88. 
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Conference of 1874,* but what was done in 1875 
was more measured and emphatic, as being the 
fruit of longer and more anxious deliberation ; and 
as avoiding the joint expression of any wishes or 
hopes respecting the future action of the Church. 
Was it possible, in view of the historical facts, not to 
make this admission ? If the Filioque was added 
to the Creed in an ecclesiastically regular or cano-» 
nical manner, the question is, when was this addi-» 
tion canonically made ? A modern Ultramontane 
might reply that it was made when first the Creed, 
with this added clause, received the sanction of the 
Pope. And Roman Catholics, not being Ultramon- 
tanes, might contend that Councils like that of Trent, 
which they consider QEcumenical, did, by reciting 
the Creed with this interpolated clause, give to 
the clause the requisite sanction. But these answers 
are open to the objection that the clause had already 
appeared in the Creed, at the instigation of very^ 
inferior authority, before it received any pontifi- 
cal or conciliar sanction; while among English 
Churchmen, as among Orientals, such sanction on 
the part of the Pope or of a merely Western Council 
unrecognised by the East cannot have any claims 
to the title of QEcumenical. Only a Council which 
the entire Catholic Church eventually recognises as 
being (Ecumenical can make additions to the Creed 
of an CEcumenical Council ; and, in the case of the 

* Report of Bonn Conference for 1874, p. 17. 
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Filioque, this lias not yet been done* The Fourth 
Council of Toledo has never been held to represenjt 
the Universal Chof ch. It was a provincial assembly. 
Nor did the Fathers at Toledo suppose themselves 
to be making an addition to the Creed ; the copy 
of the Creed which they handled already contained 
the Filioque^ and they thought that they were 
repeating the very Creed which had been repeated 
at Constantinople and Chalcedoa But unless we 
can suppose all the Greek copies of the Creed ta 
have omitted a word of such decisive importance^ 
we must fall back on the supposition that the 
Fathers at Toledo mistook the interpolation oi 
gloss of some Western scribe for the language qi 
the collective Church.* Doubtless, unless this inter-, 
polation had taught a Revealed Truth of high im-^ 
portance, it would not have made its way as it 
gradually did, although not without resistance^ into 
the Creed of the West. But the truth expressed by the 
Filioqice is ^ distinct question from the manner of 
its introduction into a particular document, an4 
there seems to be no escs^e from the admisslot> 

* Dr. Pnsey has kindly called my attention to the remarks 
^.ble words of the Creed professed by forty Persian bishops 
at Selencia in 4.10. The Syriac text of the Canons, with a 
Latin version, has been published by Prof. Lamy. The 
Bishops say :-«'^ Coniitemitr etiam. Spiritum vivum et Sancn 
turn, Paracletum vivum, qui ex Patre et Filio, [est] in un& Tri*r 
nitate, in un& essentia, in un& voluntate, amplectentes fidem 
trecentorum decern et octo Episcoporum quae deftnita fiiit in 
urbe Nicael^ This seems to show (i) that the Precession 
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that k was introduced irregularly because not by 
an CEcumesical Council into the Constantinopolitan 
Creed. The East has never sanctioned its in^ 
troduction. The additions which were made at 
Gonstaiitinople itself to the Creed of Nicaea do not 
constitute a parallel case^ Although the Fathers who 
met at Constantinople were Greeks, the whole Church 
has subsequently recognised in their language the 
voice of Catholic Christendom ; there is now no ques^' 
tilon» on any side^ as to the OEcumenical character of 
the Council of Constantinople. Nor is the gradual 
growth of the Apostles' Creed really in poiilt The 
Church in Council ha$ ftever saitctiofted this con«-* 
fession of faith ; ahd it is Western in its range of 
u&^ as in its origin. The Filioque might have been 
added to it without Causing offence in the f^aSt ; th^ 
Filioque Was already an int^;ral part of the Athana- 
sian Creed before the age of Fhotius. But that any 
authority less than (Ecumenical should add to th^ 
Creed which had been confessed at Chalcedon wadf 
in Eastern eyes intolerable. ^ 

' This admission of irregularity was therefore iD« 

evitable ; and it Vras made, not with an ey^ 

— — ^ — — I — '- —'■ - — I — ■ ' ' -' ' i 

of the Spirit from the Son was taught commonly in the 
East in 410, iilthough (a) the inaccurate reference to the 
Conncil of Nic»a (which did not formulate those articles of 
the Creed which relate to the Holy Ghost at all) suggests 
that fiishops beyond the frontiers of the Empire were for a 
long time very imperfecdy informed as to WhaC truths (Etu- 
menical Councils really had defined. 
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to any subsequent concessions, but in defer« 
ence to what was believed to be historical truth. 
Not to have made it would have been to convince 
the Orientals that their Western brethren were not 
now more ready to admit mistakes than in bygone 
days. Not to have made it would have been to aban* 
don our own highest authorities on the question at 
issue. Bishop Pearson wrote, two centuries ago, that 
"the addition of words to the formal Creed without the 
consent and against the protestation of the Oriental 
Church " was not "justifiable."* And Dr. DolHnger 
observed at Bonn, " We have been induced to accept 
the Second Article, first of all by the consciousness 
that here a fault had been committed, and secondly 
by the conviction that, in the open admission of thisi 
fault, the Orientals will recognise our good will.""f* 
A second concession was the selection of St 
John of Damascus as the Father whose language 
was to illustrate the formula of concord. To the 
English divines — certainly to the present writer — 
this selection was unwelcome. There were earlier 
Fathers of greater authority throughout East and 
West who might have furnished, it was thought, 
the requisite assistance ; it is sufficient to name 
SS. Cyril, Epiphanius, Gregory, and Basil St 
John of Damascus is late in date ; and local, rela-^ 

«i .— I III iir 

♦ On the Creed, art VIII., p. 385. Oxford, 1847. 
t P. 91- 
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tively at least, in influence. He is an Oriental of 
the Orientals ; he is the Aquinas of Eastern Chris* 
tendom ; he renders into scientific guise all that 
is peculiar to its theology ; he lays no small stress 
upon the Eastern form of teaching as to the 
Procession of the Holy Spirit* We do not any 
longer find in his pages that language of St. Cyril 
and other great Eastern Fathers which shows their 
fundamental agreement with the West, as to the Pro- 
cession of the Spirit from the Son. The Easterns, 
however, put him forward, not with a view to con- 
troversial advantage, but as a theological writer 
with whom they were thoroughly familiar, just as 
English Churchnien are accustomed to quote Pear- 
son and Hooker. They proposed that the third 
preliminary proposition should stand thus : " We 
acknowledge the representation of the Doc- 
trine of the Holy Ghost as it is set forth by St. 
John of Damascus." After discussion they consented 
to the substitution of " the Fathers of the Undivided 
Church " for " St. John of Damascus." It was then 
felt, both by the Germans and English present, 
that if the terms of our understanding with the 
• Easterns could be stated in the words of a writer of 
their own choice, it was desirable so to state them, 
3ince the sense of his words, instead of being de- 
termined by his own personal bias, would now be 
. 1 -'■' ■' ' ,, ■■-..,■ . ,■■,■, ,■■>,■■ 

* Sec p. 1 6. 
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' governed by the wseight of the consensus pairufn. 

' Doubtless the cfaoioe of St. John qf Damascus to 
express, so £ar as might be, the common faith of 
East and West, involved a formal concession of im- 
portance on the part of the Westerns ; but then, as 
yielded to the Easterns, it mras a loken of brotherly 
affection ; vdijie it furnidied others with a frieridfy 
argumentum adJteminenL it was, ]K)w<^ver, under- 
^stood that the Conference was strictly committed, 

. not. to tlie texts -extracted from St. J>cdin of 
Damascus^ but only to the ilrerman proposftioas 
which those texts illustrated more oMess dir«cti}r. 
The textual ^^itations'vrere adduced in each instance 

' for a particular purpose, and fa^iYe in some cases ptber 
aspects, which did no(t fail ^mder the consideration .of 

'■ thd Cdnference ; while the propositions themseivcis, 

• although summarising one particular writer, are also 
intended, so far as they go, to ** represent the form 
of the DocttSneof the* Holy Ghost as it is taugbt 
by the Fathers of the undivided Church."* 

If it be asked what tiie Es^tems have done to 

. meet the advances of their Western brethren, the 

answer is that they have practically abandoned the 

position with which th^ entered in 1^74 on these 

• discussions, and which, if adhered to,' would have 
- made a mutual imderstanding impossible. Mo 

words, indeed, can be too strong to 4o justice to 

f -Art 3, p. 88. 
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the spirit of paAienoe/charity, and resolution with 
vrfekb^ speaking generally, the representatives of the 
£as;tem; Cborches at Bonn addressed themse^lves to 
^letask of solving, if it might be, the most serious of 
thecfttdstioaswhichhavedivided them from the West 
^Tlieite Orietitals-^too often misjudged-^HConvinoed 
theirWesftern brethren who wiere present that their 
obJ€^ ^sas trudi, not victory; Their bearing was 
tot th«^t of <liplomatisls, who seek only and by all 
Means ^Oiltroversial adv^uitage;- k-^ was that of 
^bc^hfen in Christ, who moam orver the miseries ^of 
-a divided Christendom, and ave resolved that 
^O^hifi^ fi^U be wanting to the cause of peace 
.wiHch dbarlty- may prompt, and truth can .sanction, 
-DTi von Do'Utnger/' observed Professor Ossinin, 
18^ pe^ctly "right when he says that theie has 
«boen a; time when the object was to make thj^ 
^tilierence as 'sharp as possible, and the chasm 
4>dtween us as deep as possible. Bwt we enter 
^cm -the^estion in an attogi^ther different, spirit 
We sincerely wish for an understanding, aildiejcHoe 
-in ^&fcry step that brings us ^nearer to one. another * 
The Greek position at starting is bcsit .expiease^ 
m the words of the C^nfessiv Ortkadoxa^ whSch 
^states that the Holy Xjhost proceeds from the 
Father Alone, If, indeed^ this statement be under- 
stood to be defining the original source of the 

* P. 52. 
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Being of the Holy Ghost, it affirms a theological 
truism which West and East would alike accept 
For Westerns, who believe the Holy Ghost to pro- 
ceed also from the Son, believe the Son Himself to be 
begotten of the Father, so that the Father is the 
primal Source of the Being of Both. But the 
words were intended mainly to concern not the 
original source of the Being of the Holy Spirit, 
but the ineffable action whereby He eternally 
issues forth from the Source of Deity ; and thus 
they excluded the Son from any share in that 
action; they affirmed that the Holy Ghost pro- 
ceeds from the Father quite independently of any 
participation on the part of the Son. Understanding 
the proposition in this sense, the word *^ alone ^* 
characterises the later Greek theology, as distin* 
guished from that of the Patristic ages; in Dr. 
Dollinger's words, it belongs to a period when 
^' formulas were sought for, which it was intended 
that the opposite party should not be able to 
accept"* 

This is the position which the Eastern theolo- 
gians tacitly abandoned at Bonn ; they abandoned 
it by successive admissions in the direction of what 
had been the teaching of their own great Fathers 
SS. Cyril and Epiphanius not less than that of the 



* P. 8. 



Reached a Formula of Concord, xxxiii 

Western Church. If we range their admissions in 
logical order, as distinct from that in which they 
emerged in discussion, they begin with recognising 
generally a certain intermediate relation — a late 
Greek writer, Eugenius Bulgaris, who was quoted, 
calls it a ftco-traa* — on the part of the Son, in the eter- 
nal production or procession of the Spiriff* Such an 
intermediate relation of the Son could not be 
thought to detract from the unique prerogative of 
the Father as Fountain of Deity, when it was 
remembered that the Son also Himself, by an 
Eternal Generation, derived His whole Being from 
the Father ; and accordingly the next question is, 
whether this mediating relation can be more specifi- 
cally described ? With such a purpose as this the 
Easterns employed the word l/cAa/A^t?, or "beaming 
forth," to portray an eternal radiation of the illumi- 
nating Spirit from the Son ; and they distinguished 
between this e/cAa/A^t9 and an iKirSpeva-i^, or " going 
forth," on the ground that the latter expression, 
as they understood it, would imply in the 
Son the presence of a distinct Cause of the 
Spirit's existence. But on the other side it was 

♦ P. lOO. 

+ IlavTCs yap ot c^o-c^ctv aipov/JL€voiy ttjv rov *Yiov 

cxtytvaJoTKovcrt /uco'tTCuiv cxt t^s irpooSov rov OeCov Ilvev- 

/ytcTos Trap a rov iraT/oos.— Eus. Bulg., quoted in App. XIII 

C 
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urged that, as employed on such a subject-matter, 
the two expressions were really indistinguishable ; 
the beaming forth of light when used to describe 
the Spirit's radiation from the Son, being conceiv- 
ably nothing less than the outgoing of Essential 
Being. The final term was reached when the 
Eastern Divines assented to the Third of the Six 
Propositions, which affirms that " the Holy Ghost 
issues out of the Father through the Son,* — a pro- 
position which was admitted by the Greeks at 
Florence, with only five dissentients, to be equiva- 
lent to the Western formula. 

Some English writers have supposed that this 
proposition refers only to the Mission of the 
Holy Spirit in time, since the Procession through 
the Son is not explicitly stated to be Eternal. 
They forget that the Eternity of the Son of itself 
implies that a relation between Him and the 
Eternal Spirit is itself Eternal. The Mission 
of the Spirit from the Son in time is only a 
temporal manifestation of an antecedent or rather 
eternal relationship in the inner Being of God. The 
passages which are cited fromSt. John of Damascus 
in illustration of the third proposition do not, it is 
true, use the word Eternal ; but they also do 
not contravene the real drift of the proposition. 

« 

• P. 103. 
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Certainly the last citation, which was added when 
the main discussions were closed, and in order to 
enable the Easterns to accept the third proposition, 
does explain the cic7ro/o€v<rts of the Spirit from the 
Son, by referring to His mission in time.* But, it 
is a mistake to suppose that it was the object of 
this citation to limit "the issuing out of the Father 
through the Son,'* referred to in the proposition, to 
the temporal gift of the Spirit, even in the appre- 
hension of the Easterns. In the verb ^laropevearOai the 
Greeks can read nothing else or less than going 
forth as from a primal source ; and while the word 
admits of being applied, in a secondary and re- 
stricted sense, to the gift of the Spirit to His 
Church from the Incarnate Son, it would, in Eastern 
eyes, infringe the prerogative of the Eternal Father 
if it were used to describe that outflow of the Spirit 
from the Son which is independent of time. The 
Spirit, says the Greek writer, has not His existence 
{vvap^is) from the Son, since this would imply that 
the Son is a Second Principle in the Godhead. He 
has His existence from the Father, although (to 
use St. Cyril's expression) He also belongs to the 
Being of the Son, as proceeding from and through 
Him. In short, the citation was added, ex abun- 
danti cauteldy to protect Eastern consciences against 

* P. 104. 
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the suspicion or fear of having lost sight of the 
Truth which they so jealously guard, — ^the Oneness 
of the Principle or Fount of Deity ; it was not 
designed to neutralise another truth which had 
been already ungrudgingly acknowledged. Professor 
Janyschew had volunteered the statement that, in 
regard to His manifestation {whether in eternity or 
in time) the Spirit proceeds not merely from the 
Father but also from the Son.* The long hesita- 
tion of the Orientals in accepting the Third Article 
was the measure of their sense of its real meaning, 
and of its decisive importance ; they would not 
have hesitated for a moment had they supposed the 
Temporal Mission of the Spirit to be alone in 
question. And, even if the quotations by which 
this article is illustrated should demand recon- 
sideration, its acceptance by the Easterns — beyond 
anything else which was done at Bonn in 1875 — is 
the warrant of our hope for complete agreement in 
the future. 

Undoubtedly this third proposition does not trans- 
late the clause of the existing Western Creed — " Qui 
ex Patre, Filioque procedit!^ But does it not give the 
real meaning of that clause } When we Westerns 
say that the Holy Ghost " procedit ex Filio," we do 
not mean to affirm the existence of exactly the same 

* P» 59> proposition 4. 
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relation between the Spirit and the Son as that 
which we assert to exist between the Spirit and 
the Father when we say that the Spirit " procedit 
ex Patre." The Spirit proceeds from the Father 
—to use St. Augustine's expression, /ri»«^tfAV^, 
as from the source of Deity. He proceeds from 
the Son as from the Eternally Begotten One, whose 
substance is one with that of the Father from Whom 
the Spirit proeeeds. In saying " ex Patrc Filioque 
procedit," we use the preposition " ex " in two 
different senses. As applied to the issuing forth of 
the Spirit from the Father, it expresses, — what the 
Greek preposition Ik is understood by Greek theo- 
logians* to express in this connection, — relation to 
an original source of being. As applied to the 
Procession of the Spirit from the Son, in accord- 
ance with the more relaxed use of the Latin pre- 
position, it points only to an antecedent relation 
not necessarily implying primal origin. That St. 
Augustine uses procedere in a different sense from 
€K7ro/>€iW0at was admitted at the close of the Confer- 
ence by some Eastern theologians ; the Latin word 
thus expresses the Spirit's relation to the Son, 
the Greek His relation to the Father. If in Eng- 
lish we could always say that the Spirit issues forth 

* It should be remembered that Early Greek Fathers did 
not thus restrict their language. S. Epiphanius uses ck freely 
when speaking of the Holy Ghost as having His Being from 
the Son. Haer. 62, n. 4 ; Haer. 74 ; Anc, n. 7, 8, and n^ 73. 
Sec Dr. Pusey, pref. to St Cyril's Cooun* on St John, p. 26, vj. 
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from the Father, while reserving the word " pro- 
ceed " to express His relation to the Son, we should, 
it has been suggested by a high authority, keep 
close to the exact truth, and lessen the difficulties 
which Eastern Christians experience in understand- 
ing us. As it is there is, at least, a shade of inevit- 
able equivocation in our Western use of the prepo- 
sition " ex," and when we come to explain ourselves 
we find, as did the Greeks at Florence, that " from 
the Son," and " through the Son," have practically 
the same meaning, while they severally express 
the co-ordinate truths that "the Spirit receives 
the same essence from the Father and the Son,"* 
and that the Father is the sole Principle and Fount 
of Godhead. 

It might, however, be thought that the Second 
of the Six Prepositions explicitly contradicts the 
doctrine of the English Church as expressed in the 
Athanasian-f as well as the Nicene Creed, a^d in 
the Fourth Article of Religion. The statement of 
the Athanasian Creed, it will be observed, is of a 
more general character than that in the Nicene, 
and need not cause any real difficulty to the Ori- 
entals. But, in fact, none of these formularies are 

* Pearson on the Creed, p. 383, ep. 1847. 

t Spiritus Sanctus a Patre et Filio ; non factus„ ncc 
creatus, nee genitus, sed procedens. The proposition is 
tufficiently gwieral to include the distinct senses in wbicli the 
Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son. 



With English Creed and Article, xxxix 

contradicted by the Second Proposition, because 
the sense of that Proposition is expressly defined 
by the reason which is assigned for it "The 
Holy Ghost issues not out of the Son," — ^why ? — 
" because in the Godhead there is but One Begin- 
ning, one Cause, through which all that is in the 
Godhead is produced." Had the statement that 
** the Holy Ghost issues not out of the Son " stood 
alone, — ^the expression whereby an attempt is made 
to express relation to a source* might have been 
overlooked, and the proposition might have been 
held to contradict our Creeds and Article. It 
might have been taken to deny to the Holy Ghost 
any kind of Procession from the Son. But the 
appended reason shows that it denies that the 
Holy Ghost proceeds from the Son as a " Begin- 
ning " or " Cause " within the Divine Unity ; it 
affirms that the Holy Ghost does not proceed 
from the Son, in tlte same sense as from the Father. 
It repudiates that false conception of the Proces- 
sion of the Spirit from the Son which the Eastern 
Church has so long connected with our Western 
doctrine on the subject ; but it is strictly compati- 
ble with the proposition which follows, and which 
states the Eternal Procession of the Spirit from the 

* The Gennan " geht nicht aus, aus Sohn,'* was under- 
stood to express going forth as from a source, not mere Pro 
cession. 
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son, in language which the East can accept and 
which the West cannot decline. 

The earlier part of the thesis would not have been 
accepted if it had been unqualified ; it is thought to 
be justified by the subjoined clause which explains 
it. To deny that the Holy Spirit issues out of the 
Son as the primal Source of His Being is quite con- 
sistent with the belief that He proceeds from the 
Son as consubstantial with because begotten of the 
Father. 

V. 

Anxiety has been expressed in England lest 
the Conference should have committed itself 
to some tacit understanding to the effect that 
Western Churches, acting separately from the 
great body of the Latin Communion, might or 
should efface the Filioqtie from their Creed, or at 
least lest an agitation should be made with this 
object. It has been surmised that the question, 
although in abeyance, is only meant to be post- 
poned. Not to speak of the inability of the Eng- 
lishmen present — to name no others — to give any 
pledge whatever of the kind, however shadowy 
and conditional, it may suffice to say that no such 
understanding, so far as the present writer knows, 
was entered into at the recent Conference at all. 
Of course the Orientals consistently advocate 
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the removal of the Filioque ; they have always 
contended that what was irregularly inserted in 
the Creed might be ejected without much cere- 
mony ; and they even objected to Dr. Dollingcr's 
position that the Filioque might "be removed from 
the Creed by a truly OEcumcnical Council," on the 
ground that an OEcumenical Council was not 
required for the purpose * But they did not make 
the abandonment of the Filioque by the Westerns 
a sine qud non^ of reunion, probably because it 
was clear to them that, by the Filioque^ nothing was 
meant that was inconsistent with the prerogative 
of the Father as the Source of Godhead. Some 
American divines, indeed, hinted that the American 
Church might by its Convention effect this change 
for itself : but this was believed to be only an ex- 
pression of private opinion, and it may be hoped 
that, in a matter of such momentous importance, 
the American Episcopate would not break away 
from the English or from the general tradition of 
the West. 

If it be asked whether the surrender of the 
Filioque would not follow naturally upon the 
acceptance of the Bonn propositions, the answer is 
that these propositions were designed, if possible, 
to secure an opposite result. They aimed at dis- 
arming Eastern opposition to the formula by con- 

* See p. 83. 
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fession and explanation. The Westerns could not 
but confess tnat it had been irregularly introduced 
into the Conciliar Creed ; in any case, as they 
thought, the fact was there, whether it was confessed 
or not. Bishop Pearson's admission of the irregu- 
larity, — an admission made some two hundred 
years ago, — ^has not availed in England to raise 
the question of striking the Filioque out of the 
Creed. Opponents are conciliated when what is 
true in their case is frankly acknowledged ; and 
the Easterns were not less willing to listen to 
Western explanations of the truth which the 
Filioqtie enshrines when their sense of historical 
justice had been previously satisfied. These ex- 
planations, it may be hoped, did something towards 
dissociating the formula from any misapprehen- 
sions with which it was traditionally associated in 
Oriental minds ; and to dispose them towards ulti- 
mate communion with Churches which retain it in 
their Creed. Certainly there was no engagement 
or understanding to this effect on the part of the 
Orientals ; in the present state of thought and 
feeling, and for a long time to come, anything of 
the kind would probably be impossible. If the 
Bonn propositions should ever be accepted by the 
English Church, they might be explicitly guarded 
in this as in some other particulars ; but the appre- 
hension of a danger which, at least, they do not 
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directly suggest, is not of itself a reason for refusing 
to consider them. 

Certainly, if the thing were possible, to eject 
the Filioqtu from the Western Creed would en- 
tail on the English Church certain and serious 
disaster. It would erect a fresh barrier — and 
what true Christian would desire this ? — between 
ourselves and the larger portion of Western 
Christendom. It would introduce, we cannot 
doubt, confusion of the most painful description 
into churches of the Anglican Communion. Eng- 
lish churchmen generally would feel that, be 
the historical account of the introduction of this 
clause into the Western Creed what it may, it 
could not now be thrust out without injuring faith 
in the Objective Fact which, though it be sanctioned 
by no CEcumenical Council, this clause certainly 
represents — the fact that in the Eternal Procession 
of the Spirit from the Father as the source of 
Deity, the Son, as consubstantial with the Father, 
has necessarily a part. The excision of the Filioque 
from the Nicene Creed would aggravate in the 
Western Churches wide-spread uncertainty as to 
the basis and worth of other creeds. This does 
not apply so directly to the Athanasian as to the 
Apostles' Creed ; of the two, the Athanasian has 
somewhat higher claims to be considered CEcu- 
tncnical. Our Apostles* Creed has never been 



xliv Claims of the Episcopate 

used or recognised in the East No ([Ecume- 
nical Council has ever sanctioned it, and some 
of its articles only found their way into it after 
a long lapse of years, and without any formal 
acceptance whatever. The Apostles* Creed, it may 
be rejoined, "can be proved from Scripture." Un- 
doubtedly. But — ^not to refer to the Eighth Ar- 
ticle of Religion — Bishop Pearson says as much of 
the Filioque ; and the Filioque, if not oecumenically 
attested, rests on as good a basis of ecclesiastical 
authority as do some parts of the Apostles' Creed. 
Yet, undoubtedly, throughout Western Christen- 
dom, and particularly in the English Church, the 
Apostles' Creed is more intimately associated with 
the devotions of the people than the Athanasian, or 
the Nicene, and to cast a slur upon its authority 
would involve results which our brethren of the 
East would be the first to deprecate. 

Other anxieties which have been expressed with 
regard to the recent Conference are of a more 
general character. It has been asked whether the 
Conference assumed, as a basis of co-operation, 
the necessity of the Episcopate to the existence of 
the visible Church of Christ. Although some 
non- Episcopalian Christians were present at its 
deliberations, there can be no doubt of its having 
practically done so. The question of the Apos- 
tolic structure of the Church is not an open one 
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in the East or among the Old Catholics, and it 
is difficult to undestand how it could ever be an 
open one with any loyal and intelligent member 
of the English Church. For the Episcopate, as 
foreigners have remarked,* is the particular in- 
stitution which connects the English Church most 
closely and strikingly with the Church before 
the Reformation, and which also severs it most 
sharply and decisively from all bodies which only 
date from the Reformation. If its retention was not 
deemed necessary to the very existence of the Church, 
to retain it was surely a crime against the unity of 
Reformed Christendom ; its maintenance could not 
be religiously justified by any merely historical or 
antiquarian sympathies, or by the feudal and aris- 
tocratic structure of the English state and society. 
In a Reformed Church especially, the Episcopate 
is either a necessity or a crime ; and the English 
Church, with the churches which have sprung from 
her, has long since taken her part in this great 
controversy. If Presbyterians or others interested 
in promoting union among Christians make their 
appearance on such occasions as that at Bonn, 
they are welcome visitors on account of this their 
truly Christian and Catholic impulse towards visi- 
ble association and brotherhood ; but the principles 

* See Ranke, Hist £ngl., xv. 6^ vol. ill., p. 495, £. T., and 
P- 375- 
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upon which union can be achieved are not, after all, 
those of the " Evangelical Alliance ;" they are 
strictly and exclusively those of the Primitive and 
Catholic Church of Christ. To those principles 
we cling for the sake not less of men who do not 
accept them than of men who do. 

Not that English churchmen will insist upon 
recognition of the Episcopate as essential to the 
structure of the Visible Church, only or chiefly 
because by God's good providence, the English 
Church has retained it Anglicanism may not thus 
aspire to be the measure of Christendom. Much 
as English churchmen must prize their own formula- 
ries, those formularies themselves continually refer 
to a higher authority in recourse to which all the Ca- 
tholic Churches may find a common ground. " In 
all attempts at reunion," observed Professor Ossinin, 
*' and in all transactions between members of the 
Eastern and Western Churches, the only hope of 
arriving at any practical result will be ih each side 
being ready to go back to the basis of the ancient 
undivided Church."* Scripture as interpreted, not 
by the eccentricities of the individual judgment 
but, by the general consent or sense of Christian 
antiquity, is a higher criterion of tlruth than any 
formularies of modern origin, and of merely 

• P. 82. 
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national or provincial importance. If we Anglicans 
ask other Western Christians to look out for an 
earlier statement of doctrine than the Decrees of 
Trent, and Greek Christians to go back to ages 
when the Confessio Orthodoxa was not yet framed, 
we must not be surprised if we are invited in turn 
to keep our eye on authorities of earlier date and 
more generally recc^nized importance than our 
XXXIX Articles. We may naturally think that 
the appeal to antiquity will substantially justify our 
own formularies ; but it is only in prosecuting 
this appeal to antiquity, and not in repeating the 
modern formularies on whose behalf we make it, 
that we can hope to come to terms with the Chris- 
tian world. If the Bonn Conferences are to pro- 
secute their task into the subjects which were 
touched on in 1874, it will be more than ever 
necessary for any who take part in them to keep 
this principle in view. 

It has been said that only doctrinaire and un- 
practical churchmen can continue to feel interest in 
the Old Catholic movement, and that it is at once 
our duty and our wisdom to leave it to itself. But 
this is hardly the language of a sincere and robust 
faith in the destinies to which God, by His Provi- 
dence, has called the Church of England. The Old 
Catholics have felt and acted on those very motives 
of faith and conduct which justify, in an in- 
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stnicted conscience, the Anglican position be- 
fore God and Christendom. Like the English 
Church the Old Catholics have been forced into 
separation from the Roman See by its unwar- 
ranted and ever-advancing claims ; and, in sub- 
stance, their theological teaching and temper is 
that of our own best divines. They construe 
Scripture, not by the caprice of individual judg- 
ment, but by the authoritative light of ancient 
consent. They persistently cling to the Catholic 
Episcopate, and to the solemn realities of Sacra- 
mental Grace. Yet they give all due prominence 
to the moral and spiritual side of Christian teaching; 
among them the Bible and the Christian instructor 
are not thrown into the background by the Christian 
Altar and the Christian priest. If they have not 
formally abandoned, they have softened and dropped 
out of sight those features in the popular system 
of the Latin Churches which are the accretions of 
later centuries. And like the English Church of the 
the last three hundred years, they are exposed to a 
double fire from opposite camps; they are accused of 
attempting an illogical compromise between concep- 
tions of Christianity which are said to be funda- 
mentally opposed. They are too hierarchial and 
sacramental to satisfy one set of critics ; too free 
from all purely Papal traditions to satisfy an- 
other. It was • this aspect of the Old Catholic 
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movement — ^this so-called " inconsequence ** which 
is imposed by loyalty to facts, — ^this apparent 
weakness of balanced principles, which in the 
long run is really strength, — upon which a pre- 
late, never to be named without love and rever- 
ence, and recently withdrawn from this earthly scene, 
used to dwell with satisfaction, chiefly because of 
its intrinsic truthfulness, but also because of its inci- 
dental bearing on the position of the English Church 
and of his own. Referring to the Preface to the 
Report of the Conference of 1874, the late Bishop 
of Brechin asked the present writer, "Why did 
you not show how remarkably the Old Catholi 
movement furnishes a justification of the Anglican 
position ?" And, in the charge which was read to 
his clergy assembled in Synod, while he lay him- 
self upon what proved, four days later, to be his 
death-bed, he has himself supplied the defi- 
ciency : — 

" It is," he says, " no small witness to the Angli- 
can Church, and to the work that is before her, that 
the band of learned and robust thinkers, who have 
broken with the Church of Rome on account of the 
Vatican Decrees, have found rest in a system, the 
philosophy of which is similar to that of Angli- 
canism, both in its appeal to history and in its 
respect for nationalism ; and that what took place 
in the case of Cassander, De Dominis, and Grabe 

d 
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(when tile highest intellects of Europe found refuge 
in the Church of England), is being repeated among 
the brave hearts and sound heads of the Old 
Cathc^ic movement in Germany. The Church to 
which we belong has ever thrown itself on the pri^ 
mitive rule — * Quod semper, quod ubique, quod ab 
omnibus/ She has grounded her belief deep in 
the facts of history. She accepts no doctrine that 
will not bear the test of universal tradition. She 
rejects all local colouring. She aims at univer- 
sality ; for the ' consensus sanctorum est vox Spi- 
ritus Sancti.' But this must not be pressed on the 
negative side only : it is not enough to say that 
we reject doctrines that will not bear these tests ; 
there is a positive side also. We must say, * We 
hold, we grasp with unflinching tenacity, all the 
doctrines which are rooted and grounded on anti- 
quity, are sanctioned by universality, and have ever 
been certified wherever the Name of Christ is 
named.* "* 

The bishop's last official act was to sanction a 
resolution, which was adopted by the Synod of his 
diocese, expressing, in general terms, its sympathy 
with the results of the Bonn Conference of 1875. 
May this, his sanction and example, have the 



• Charge of A. P. Forbes, D.C.L., Lord Bishop of Brechin, 
read to the Diocesan Synod by the Qerk, in St Paul's Church, 
Dundee, Oct 5, 1875. 
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weight it deserves with Churchmen whether in his 
own country or in England ; and may his beautiful 
mind, at once so fervently believing and so truly 
philosophical, inspire the work on which he has thus 
bestowed his dying benediction ! 

It only remains to add that, for this translation 
of Professor Reusch*s Report, the reader is in- 
debted to the Rev. Alfred Plummer, M.A., Master 
of University College, Durham, and late Fellow 
and Tutor of Trinity College, Oxford. 



H. P. L. 



Amen Courts St, PauFs, E.C., 
Epiphany, 1875. 



d 2 



— , 



/ 



THE FOLLOWING INVITATION 

TO THE 

SECOND REUNION CONFERENCE 

Was Published in several Newspapers. 

The international Conference of those anxious 
to promote the reunion of Churches, will be opened 
at Bonn, on the 12th of August, and will be con- 
tinued on ^this and the two following days. The 
objects of the Conference are — first, to arrive at a 
renewed common confession of those main Chris- 
tian doctrines which form the sum of the articles 
of Faith fixed by the original undivided Church 
in its Symbols, and which still belong to the rule 
of doctrine in the great religious communions 
which have remained in continuity with primitive 
Christianity. On the basis of this confession and 
agreement the Conference aims — secondly, at esta- 
blishing intercommunion and a confederation of 
Churches — ue,^ a mutual recognition which, without 
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amounting to an amalgamation, and without detri- 
ment to the peculiarities of national Churches or 
traditional peculiarities generally, whether in doc- 
trine, constitution, or ritual, may yet secure to the 
members of other communions participation on 
terms of equality in services and Sacraments. 

It is not the aim of the Conference to arrive by 
means of ambiguous phrases, which each can then^ 
interpret as he pleases, at an apparent agreement. 
Rather, it will endeavour, by thorough investiga- 
tion and discussion, to establish such propositions 
as express, with simplicity and precision, the sub- 
stance of Scriptural doctrine and patristic tradition 
and for that very reason are calculated to serve as 
a band and guarantee of the fellowship which has 
been attained. 

Special invitations have been altogether dispensed 
with : every one of sufficient theological knowledge, 
who is interested in the objects of the Conference, 
whether cleric or layman, may consider himself as 
invited. 

J. VON BOLLINGER. 
Munich, Julyioth, 1875. 



The following Nantes were entered on the List of 
those who took part in the Proceedings. 

OLD CATHOLICS :—'Dt. ReiNKENS, Bishop; 
Dr. VON DoLLiNGER, Counsellor of the Em- 
pire, Provost of the Royal Chapter, and Pro- 
fessor of Theology at Munich ; Dr. Langen, 
Dr. A. Menzel and Dr. Reusch, Professor 
of Theology, and Dr. Knoodt, Professor of 
Philosophy at Bonn ; Dr. LuTTERBECK, Pro- 
fessor of Philology at Giessen ; E. Herzog, 
Professor of Theology at Berne, and Parish 
Priest at Olten ; Dr. HOCHSTEIN, Parish 
Priest at Dortmund ; Hoffman, Parish Priest 
at Essen; Steinwachs, Parish Priest at 
Offenbach; Dr. Jangermann, Parish Priest 
at Cologne ; WeiDINGER, Parish Priest at 
Dusseldorf; Count Wrschowetz, Parish 
Priest at Bopyard ; Dr. Hasenclever, Sani- 
tary Commissioner at Dusseldorf; Dr. Max 
LOSSEN, Munich ; Meurer, Counsellor of 
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the Court of Appeal, and WoLFLING, First 
Counsellor to the Government, Cologne. 

GERMAN EVANGELICALS:— Dr. Krafft, 
Counsellor of the Consistory; AxENFELD 
and Mepmann, Pastors, Bonn : Axenfeld, 
Pastor, Godesberg ; Dr, Adelberg, Pastor, 
Zell, Bavaria; G. MoTZEL, Pastor, Silesia; 
Weicker, Pa3tor, Hese. 

MEMBERS OF THE EASTERN 
CHURCHES: 

— Lyktjrgos, Archbishop of Syra and Tenos; 
Gennadios, Bishop of Argesu, and Melchi- 
SEDEK, Bishop of Dunarei-de-jom, Ruma- 
nia ; Sabbas, Archimaddrite in Belgrade ; 
Anastasiades and BryennoiS, Archiman- 
drites, and Dr. Philaret J. Whaphidis, 
Deacon, Constantinople ; Dr. DEMETRIUS 
Marulis, Macedonia; Professor N. MiLAS, 
Zara, Dalmatia ; N. M. Damalas, Professor 
in the University of Athens; ZiKOS Rhos- 
SIUS, Professor in the Theological Seminary 
Rhizarion and Lecturer in the University of 
Athens; A. Eutaxias, Student of Law 
Athens; Johannes Janyschew, Rector of 
the Clerical Academy; Professor OSSININ 
Alexander von Kirejew, Secretary of 
the Society of the Friends of Spiritual En- 
lightenment, Counsellor voN Philippon and 
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Counsellor Th. von Thorner, all of S- 
Petersburg ; Professor Modestow, Kiew ; 
Counsellor Michael von Sukhotin, Dele- 
gate of the Moskow Society of the Friends 
of Spiritual Enlightenment ; Arsenius Jat- 
SCHALOFF, Provost of the Russian Church at 
Weisbaden ; Dr. J. J. OVERBECK, England ; 
Baron H. ZwiERLEiN, Doctor of Laws and 
Landed Proprietor at Geisenheimon-Rhine. 
From GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND: 
Right Rev. Dr. Sandford, Bishop of Gibral-^ 
tar ; Very Rev. J. S. HOWSON. D.D., Dean of 
Chester ; Rev. HENRY Parry Liddon, D.D., 
Canon of S. Paul's ; Rev. F. Meyrick, Pre- 
bendary of Lincoln, Rector of Blickling, 
Aylsham; Rev. Alfred Plummer, Master of 
University College, Durham ; Rev. MALCOLM 
MacColl, London ; Rev. F. S. May, Lon - 
don ; Rev. J. Fr. Smith, Chesterfield ; Rev. 
Dr. Robbins, St. Peter's, Bayswater; Rev. — 
KiRKPATRiCK, Cambridge; Rev. LEWIS M. 
Hogg; Rev.W.T. Bullock, Sec. S. P. G., Lon- 
don; Rev.G. Greenwood, Rev. F.W. Puller, 
Rev. A. Barff, Rev. Prof. LiAS, Rev. J. Al- 
fred RiVINGTON, Rev. W. H. JOHNSTONE, 

Rev. Herbert A. Boys, Chaplain in Patras, 
Greece ; Rev. J. R. HUTCHINSON, Rev. J. M. 
Gorman, Rev. H. N. Collier, Rev. Henry 



Iviii Conference at Bonn: 

Farley, Rev. Joseph A.; Ely, Rev. Rei- 
CHEL, Rev. Ch. E, Wight, Rev. W. Denton, 
Rev. H. Bennett, Rev. William B. Phil- 
BOT,, Vicar of Birstead : Rev. G. E. Broade 
Englidii Chaplain, Dusseldorf; Rev. J. M. 
Crofts,. English Chaplain, Bonn;, Rev. WlL- 
^ LiAM Henry Hechler, Carlsruhe \, Rev. J- 
Long, Missionary, Calcutta \ Rev. J. B. Paton, 
Congregational Minister ; G. Booth, Chester- 
field ; L. W. Wilshere, the Frythe, Welwyn ; 
Charles H. E. Carmichael,, M. A.,. Trinity 
College, Oxford ; GEORGE HERBERT RuST, 
Trinity College, Cambridge ; Dr. Barclay, 
London. ; Charles Pooley, Major Jocelyn 
Ffoulkes, Charles C. Perry, Bonn ; Th. 
Reabe, Cambridge ; A. CUKTT, Brighton ; 
H. DE LA HooKE, J. CocKBURN, Bonn. 
Rev. J. Campbell, Scotland ; Rev. H- Erskine 

Eraser,, Scotland. 
Rev.. Lord Plunkett, Ireland ;. Right Hon, Mas- 
ter Brooke, Ireland. 
From AMERICA ::— Rev. W. Chaunciy Lang- 
DON, D J). : Rev.. Henry L. Potter,, D.D., 
Secretary of the House o£ Bishops ; Rev 
WiLLLAM Stevens Perry, DJQ., Secretary 
of the House of Deputies oC the General Con- 
vention ; Rev. H. F. Hartmann, D.D., Dio- 
cese of New Jersey ; Rev. Robert J. Nevin, 
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D.D., Rector of the American Church, Rome ; 
Rev. J. Morgan, Rector of the American 
Church, Paris ; Rev. W. LEWIS, Philadelphia ; 
Rev. G. WooLSEY Hodge ; Rev. Wallace 
Atterbury, New York; Rev. Thaddeus 
A. Snively, Albany, New York; Dr. Ph. 
SCHAFF, Professor of Theology, New York ; 
G. F. Arnold, M.A., Boston ; S. E. Snive- 
LEY, M.A., M.D. ; Van Renselaer, New 
York ; BURGESS, New York. 
From FRANCE :—Tn. DE Felice, Pastor (Re- 
formed), Paris. 

Many of the above, and some whose names are 
not given, were present at the proceedings as audi- 
ence merely. Some of the above were not pre- 
sent at all the meetings. The meetings held on 
the afternoons of August I2th and 13th were not 
attended by the Orientals, who, meanwhile, were 
holding discussions among themselves. 



FIRST CONFERENCE. 

Tuesday, August ioth — Morning. 

In the invitation August 1 2th was named for 
the opening of the Conferences. But several Ori- 
entals arrived in Bonn before this date, in order to 
have some previous consultation among themselves, 
as well as with Dr. DoUinger and other Old Catholic 
theologians. On the morning of August loth, 
several Old Catholics and Orientals met together 
in the house of Bishop Reinkens. Of this first 
consultation no minutes were taken. Among other 
things it was agreed that Professor Ossinin should 
draw up a statement of the views of the Orientals 
respecting dogma, theological opinion, and heresy 
in general, and lay it before the meeting next day. 



SECOND CONFERENCE. 

Wednesday, August iith — Morning. 

Professor Ossinin produced the following propo- 
sitions, which had been debated and approved by the 
Orientals the day before : — 

I. In all attempts at re-union, and in all transac- 
tions between members of the Eastern and Western 

Churches, the only hope of arriving at any practical 

6 
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result will He in each side being ready to go back to 
the basis of the ancient undivided Church. Therefore, 
it will be possible to prepare the way for an under- 
standing on dogmatic and ecclesiastical grounds 
between the two sister Churches, only if both 
sides will recognise the authority and tradition of 
the ancient CEcumenical Church as the sole foun- 
dation and criterion of the system of doctrine 
binding on the whole Christian world. This stand- 
point is the more natural to the representatives of 
the Oriental Communions in judging the points of 
difference which separate the Churches, inasmuch 
as the Oriental Church calls itself the Orthodox 
Church, for the very reason that it considers its 
whole system of doctrine closed, and rendered for 
ever unalterable, by the decisions of the seven an- 
cient CBcumenical Councils, and by the doctrine 
of the ancient Fathers in agreement with these 
Councils. Accordingly, when we in later times, in 
times subsequent to the separation of the Churches, 
either in the more modern theological literature 
of the East, or in the scholasticism of the West, 
find anything which may be regarded as a fur- 
ther development and interpretation of older uni- 
versally recognised doctrine, this, later doctrine 
must be, if not altogether ignored, at any rate 
not regarded as a standard in the same sense as 
the stand-point taken and established by the 
earlier undivided Church. 

2. Standing upon the basis of the ancient un- 
divided Church, the representatives of an attempt 
at reunion undertaken in the true Christian sense, 
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must regard those traditions as alone universally 
binding and obligatory, which possessed a dogmatic 
signification and authority in the ancient Church. 
The opinions, frequently contradictory one of an- 
other, of individuals, which have not received the 
sanction of the Church, speaking with oecumenical 
infallibiilty, are for that very reason to be regarded 
merely as the expression of a once very fertile 
speculation, not as revealed doctrine. In neces* 
satiis unitaSy in dubiis libertas^ in omnibus ca- 
itas, 

3. In all efforts for reunion undertaken in 
Christian love and truth only those doctrinal 
statements are to be considered as dogmas, and 
eo ipso as conditio sine qua non, which, as regards 
their origin and contents, have their root in Divine 
Revelation, and which therefore either, 

a. are expressed in Holy Scripture in so clear 
a way as to admit of no arbitrary interpre- 
tation, or 

b. have been established and defined by an 
CEcumenical Council, or 

c. by the unanimous testimony ot the ancient 
Fathers have received an obligatory force as 
truth derived from Divine Revelation, and 
therefore traditionally established in the uni- 
versal consciousness of the Church. Qtwd 
semper^ quod ubique^ &c. 

4. On the other hand, that must be considered 
as heretical or heterodox which 

a. logically (materially) contradicts a dogmati- 
cally established article of faith, or 

2 B 
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h, usurps a dogmatic force, which it notori- 
ously does not possess. 

5. All that belongs to the sphere neither ot 
dogma nor of heterodoxy may be allowed to exist 
unmolested as open theological opinion^ or as a 
thesis of the schools, without disturbing the commu- 
nion of Churches. 

6. Patristic testimony respecting a dogmatic con- 
troversy must be interpreted in the spirit in which 
it was written, and can be rightly understood only 
in connexion with the historical circumstances of the 
time. 

7. The dogmatic doctrine of the Church respect- 
ing the Procession of the Holy Spirit belongs to 
the most mysterious portion of Divine Revela- 
tion and to that which is least penetrable by man's 
reason. Regarded, therefore, from the Church's 
standpoint, it cannot be established or developed 
by philosophical analysis. 

As an instance of 4 ^., Ossinin mentioned the 
Roman doctrine of the Immaculate Conception ot 
the Virgin. In answer to a question of Bishop 
Reinkens, Ossinin remarked further, that a view 
considered heretical, because it'usurped a dogmatic 
force, which it notoriously did not possess, could 
be no longer considered as heterodox if dogmatic 
force was not claimed for it. 

In consequence of an observation from Knoodt, 
in reference to No. 7, it was remarked that philoso- 
phical analysis could not be considered as the 
source of the dogma; that, for instance, by no 
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process of philosophical reasoning could the Proces 
sion of the Holy Spirit from the Son be deduced 
as a dogmatic proposition from the doctrine of 
His Procession from the Father. 

In all other respects the propositions laid before 
the meeting by Ossinin were accepted without dis- 
cussion. 

Of the further deliberations at this Conference 
the following points may be noted : — 

Ossinin, — It would be desirable that the Old 
Catholics should express their conception of the 
authority of the first seven General Councils. 

Dollinger, — Only the Councils of the ancient un- 
divided Church have the character of oecumenicity, 
not the later Councils held in the West. 

Bishop Reinkens, — One need hardly say that we 
are concerned only with the dogmatic decrees of 
the CEcumenical Councils. 

Ddllinger, — I think we can at once, and without 
discussion, establish an agreement with regard to 
essential points, i. We agree in accepting the 
dogmatic decisions of the CEcumenical Councils 
^nd of the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Symbolum. 
2. We can subscribe every sentence of what John 
of Damascus (who may be regarded as peculiarly 
the theologian of the Eastern Church) teaches re- 
specting the Holy Spirit. 3. The Confessions of 
Faith which have been drawn up by individual 
Prelates, or by sections of the Eastern Church, and 
collected together by Kimmel, contain nothing, so 
far as I can see, with regard to the doctrine of 
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the Holy Ghost, which we could not accept. The 
Confession of Cyril Lukar will probably meet 
with objection in the Eastern Chureh [Yes, from 
Bishop Gennadios], although, perhaps, not for his 
doqtrine respecting the Holy Spirit At any rate, 
the so-called Confessio Ortkodoxa will be gene- 
rally acknowledged [Yes, from several Orientals,] 
and we can admit all that it says, even the clause 
that the Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father 
alone, inasmuch as there is added ; — in so far as the 

Father is the a/^X^ ^^^ 'n'-qyri t^s OeSTriros, 

Overbeck, — It would perhaps be worth while in 
our deliberations about the Filioque to pay atten- 
tion to the precedent which exists for us in the 
reunion-deliberations of the English Nonjurors with 
the Orthodox Church. These Nonjurors, who had 
separated on political grounds from the English 
State Church, through the mediation of the Metro- 
politan, Arsenius of Thebais, placed themselves, at 
the beginning of the i8th century, in communica- 
tion with Russia and Constantinople. They drew 
up certain propositions as the basis for a union, 
and to these the Patriarch Jeremiah of Constanti- 
nople with his Synod replied. Of course the 
Filioque also came under discussion, and it would 
be instructive for us to learn the answer which the 
highest ecclesiastical officials of the Orthodox 
Church at that time gave. The position of the 
Nonjurors to the Orthodox on this question was at 
that time exactly the same as the position of the 
Old Catholics to the Orthodox at the present day: 
so that the synodal decision on that occasion is an 
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important precedent. The official documents re- 
specting these reunion deliberations have been col- 
lected by George Williams in his book, "The 
Orthodox Church in the East in the Eighteenth 
Century, being the Correspondence between the 
Eastern Patriarchs and the Nonjuring Bishops." 
London, Oxford, and Cambridge: Rivingtons, 1868. 
The section about the Filioque question is to be 
found pp. 38 — 41. If you will allow me, I will cite 
one or two passages. The formal question with 
regard to the abandonment of the unlawfully in- 
serted word I may perhaps consider as settled. 
But with regard to the material question of the 
doctrine therein contained, this also requires to be 
made quite clear. The Orthodox say in their 
aQswer (p. 39) : — " With respect to this point we 
believe that there is a double Procession of the 
Holy Spirit, one natural, eternal, prior to time, 
according to which the Holy Spirit proceeds from 
the Father alone (John xv. 26). The other (Pro- 
cession) is in time and deputative, according to 
which the Holy Ghost is externally sent forth, 
derived, proceeds and flows from both the Father" 
and the Son to the sanctiflcation of the creature. 
Then they notice the essential difference between 
€K and 8ia,'and continue thus : — "We members of 
the Eastern Orthodox Church say, on the authority 
of the doctrine of the Fathers, that the Holy 
Spirit proceeds absolutely from the Father in 
regard to that Procession, which is natural, eternal, 
and prior to time, and therefore we use neither the 
preposition Ik nor 34a when we speak of the Son« 
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For we do not say that in that relation the Holy 
Ghost proceeds either from the Son or through the 
Son, because, as the Son is not generated through 
any agency of the Holy Spirit, so also the Holy 
Spirit does not proceed from the Father through 
any agency of the Son." Then they go on to ex- 
plain the differing doctrine of the West by the 
meagreness of the Latin language, which has only 
one word for the eternal Procession (cKiro/ocwts) and 
the temporal mission (irpoecri^, emission). 

Ddllinger, — In our deliberations we must not 
leave the basis of the ancient Church and venture 
into a period in which the theologians on each 
side aimed at pushing the form of doctrine peculiar 
to their own Church to the utmost extremity. We 
must keep ourselves to the time when the spirit of 
concord still reigned, and the two streams of 
Eastern and Western tradition flowed on still un- 
divided. I have mentioned John of Damascus 
precisely because he closes the tradition, he gathers 
up together the older tradition. After him there 
came a time in the Greek Church also, in which 
formulas were sought for, which it was intended 
that the opposite party should not be able to 
accept, and this was exactly the intention of the 
Patriarch Jeremiah with his formula, which has just 
been mentioned. Let us leave these modern pole- 
mical expositions alone, and indeed the interpreta- 
tions of later theologians generally, for in them 
theological speculations are frequently made to 
take the place of dogma. Declarations like those 
of Jeremiah have precisely the object to break 
down the bridge. 
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Overbeck, — For ten years I have laboured with 
all my powers, not for separation, but for reunion, 
and there is nothing for which I wish more ear- 
nestly. 

Dbllinger, — ^Your personal intentions I certainly 
have no wish to suspect. Moreover, you had a per- 
fect right to call attention to the declaration of 
Jeremiah. But it will not help us one step on our 
road. On the other hand, I believe that on the 
basis of the doctrine of the Fathers we can arrive 
at an understanding. On our side we have not the 
slightest wish that the Erastern Church should re- 
ceive the Filioque into the Symbolum, or should 
accept, for instance, S. Augustine's form of doctrine, 
but merely that it should recognise our conception 
as an admissible one. And with a view to arriving 
at an understanding, we are willing to recognise 
simply the Fathers of the Greek Church down to 
John of Damascus inclusively as judges. But if 
the later, the modem, theologians on the one side 
or the other are put in as judges, our cause is lost 
beforehand. 

Anastasiadis, — ^The recognition of the seven 
GEcumenical Councils and of the authority of 
John of Damascus is all that we can desire. 
. Janyschew, — We certainly cannot desire more 
than that the Greek Fathers do\yn to John of 
Damascus should be recognised as judges. 
' DdlUnger. — I would call your attention further 
to the fact, that the controversy to some extent is 
one of words. The two expressions, iiaropevea-Oai, and 
" procedere," do not exactly coincide. The former 
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says on one side more, on the other side less, than 
the latter, and contains something which is true 
only of the relation of the Holy Spirit to the 
Father. 

Bishop Gennadios, — The Greek language is more 
rich than the Latin. We have the two expressions, 
iKvop€V€cr0ai and irpoiivai: "procedere" answers to 
the latter. 

Dollinger. — I would further call attention to the 
fact, that not until the ninth century did our ques- 
tion become a matter of controversy between the 
two Churches; but that before this there existed a 
difference of representation without leading to a 
controversy. Maximus the Confessor, about A.D. 
640, is the first who, in his letter to Marinus, ex- 
hibits this difference between the two Churches. 
John of Damascus also was aware of it. 

With your leave I will read one or two proposi- 
tions which I have put on paper : — 

" If the question be put in this form : Does the 
Spirit proceed from the Father alone} we must 
answer partly " yes " and partly " no," according to 
the meaning assigned to the word "proceed." 
"Yes," if by it we mean that power or activity 
belonging to the Father alone, according to which 
He is the m/y^ t^s Gc^n/ros, the Fount of the God- 
head, and the ttvcvo-is of the Spirit is wholly His 
work, both that which is perfected by Him as a 
Person, and also that which is effected through the 
Logos, who merely through or from the Father 
possesses the power of beaming out or breathing 
out the Spirit, only so that this double agency, 
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the immediate and the mediate, flow together in 
one common act of will. We must answer " No " 
to the question if this formula is intended to ex- 
clude the Son from all participation in the pro- 
duction of the Spirit. 

Two passages which mutually confirm and ex- 
plain one another, one from Maximus and one 
from John of Damascus, are specially calculated 
to lead to a mediation between the Eastern and 
Western form of doctrine. 

Maximus says in the Epistle to Marinus : — The 
Westerns do not make the Son the atVta of the 
Spirit, for they know that there is only one oitio 
of the Son and of the Spirit, viz., the Father; 

dAA' Ivo. KoX Bl avTov vpo'Ccvai St/Xcoo-oxrc, koi ravry rh 
cvvaKJyks rrjs ovarCas /cat dirapdWaKTOV vapaarTri<r<i}(riv. 

When it is said that the Latins, in speaking of 
the Spirit's proceeding from the Son also, wish to 
show the continuity and immutability of nature, 
this cannot be referred to the temporal mission 
of the Spirit in the world ; for the latter does not 
in the least degree affirm an equality of nature 
between the Sender and the Sent, any more than 
between God and one of the Prophets sent by 
Him. Hence the Procession through the Son is 
used by Maximus in the immanent economic- 
trinitarian sense. 

This becomes still more plain from the (as far 
as sense goes) similar statement of John of 
Damascus, that the Spirit is the Spirit of the 
Son ; not as if He were out of Him (that is the 
oma of Maximus; strictly speaking, "out of" is 
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applicable only to the Father), but because the 
Spirit proceeds from the Father through the 
Son. 

Parallel passage respecting] the Creation : — The 
world is not out of the Logos or Son, but through 
Him, instrumentally. The Son is not the ama, the 
Cause of the world ; only God the Father is that. 
But God the Father produced the world not with- 
out the Logos, but through Him, as a means. So 
also the Spirit. 

So soon as the Son has a personal and separate 
existence, the Father can do nothing without the 
Son, but all with and through Him ; that lies in 
the nature of the Logos. Otherwise one would 
have to say, that the going out of the Spirit from 
the Father is not an €K7r6p€v<ris Aoyi/c^, but aAoyo^. 

If all co-operation of the Son were excluded, 
we Westerns should not be able to form a concep- 
tion of the matter at all. Not, of course, that 
this philosophical difficulty ought to be decisive, 
but still it may be mentioned. 

Let me remind you further of this also. In the 
1 6th century the Reformers weighed every Roman 
doctrine most jealously in the balance ; they were 
greatly disposed to reject as many propositions as 
possible, as specifically Romish. The Roman Ca- 
tholic Church has never been attacked respecting 
the doctrine of the Procession of the Holy Spirit ; 
on this point there is no controversy between 
Catholics, Anglicans, and Protestants. 

Janyschew, — I rejoice at the approximation con- 
tained in the written propositions, and still more 
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at the running commentary on them. The main 
desideratum is only the further acknowledgment 
that the Holy Ghost is an effect of the Son as 
well as of the Father exclusively with reference to 
His mission [W/a^is]. 

Dollinger, — The productioa of the * Holy Spirit 
by the Father is to be conceived as an act founded 
in the nature oC God, but yet lying also in His 
Will, and, moreover, as one not chronologically, 
but logically following from the Generation of the 
Son. For this very reason we call the Father the 
First, the Son the Second, the Holy Ghost the 
Third Divine Person. 

Bishop Gennadios. — ^That does not agree with 
our conception. The designation " First, Second, 
Third Person," is based simply upon the order of 
Revelation. The Father revealed Himself first, 
after Him the Son, after him the Holy Ghost. But 
the eternal production of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost fall so together, that one may not be placed 
before the other either chronologically or even 
logically. 

Knoodt — It is to the last degree necessary to 
go back to the Fathers : the modern theologians 
of the Eastern Church, not excepting the Archi- 
mandrite Sylvester,* in the treatise which has been 



* Answer to the remark respecting the Holy Spirit con- 
tained in the Old Catholic Schema, by Sylvester Archiman- 
drite, Professor in the Clerical Academy at Kijew. Trans- 
lated from the Russian (Ausgabe der Gesellschaft der 
Freunde geistlicher Aufklarung), St. Petersburgh, 1875. 
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sent us, represent a view which, to me, is utterly 
inconceivable. How are we then to think of the 
matter at all ? 

Janyschew, — The question is respecting the re- 
cognition that the participation of the Son in the 
Procession of the Holy Spirit has reference only 
to the manifestation and working of the latter, not 
to His existence. 

Knoodt. — ^We must distinguish bebiv^een manifest 
tatio ad intra and ad extra ; the latter is the Crea- 
tion of the world. Nothing can be inserted be- 
tween the two. 

Janyschew, — I spoke of a participation of the 
Son in the mission [Tre/A^ts] of the Holy Spirit or of 
His manifestation in general. Meanwhile we can 
make no progress here with speculation, but only 
with the doctrine revealed. When the Fathers 
speak of the production of the Holy Ghost as of 
a manifested power, they ascribe this more fre- 
quently not to the Father alone, but also to the 
Son. But the existence of the Holy Spirit they 
ascribe to the Father only. 

In conclusion, it was agreed that in future dis- 
cussions the Greek Fathers should be made a basis. 
DoUinger laid before the meeting a short statement 
respecting the points of difference [see below in the 
report of the Third Conference], and the follow- 
ing: 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH RESPECTING THE HOLY 
SPIRIT, COUCHED IN THE LANGUAGE OF THE 
FATHERS. 

1. The Son is with the Father the Fount of the 
Holy Spirit [Athanasius]. 

2. All that the Spirit has He has from the Logos 
[Athanasius]. 

3. The Spirit does not unite the Logos with the 
Father, but takes of Him [to be understood ot 
the immanent Divine Economy according to Epi- 
phanius]. 

4. The Spirit partakes of the Son, /icroxov tov viov 
[a deduction from " He shall take of Mine," and 
manifestly understood of community of Nature], 
[Cyril of Alexander]. 

5. The relation of the Spirit to the Son is as that 
of the Son to the Father [Basil ; his expression 

is (rvKTCTOicTa*]. 

6. The Son is the prototype [Trpwrorviros] of the Spi- 
rit [the so-called creed of St. Gregory Thauma- 
turgus ; the same expression is used of the Father 
in reference to the Son]. 

7. The expressions used by the Fathers of the 
Son's relation to the Spirit point most decidedly 
to a substantial emanation : — the Spirit is poured 

forth [TrpoxciTat] or flows forth [irpoi^mi, dvajSAvftiv] 

from the Son. His proceeding from the Son is, 
according to Chrysostom, as that of water from 
the spring. 

8. It is only the same thought, otherwise turned, 
when Athanasius says that the Spirit has all that 
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He has from the Son [and therefore above all 
things His Being itself]. 

9. That the Spirit really has His Being from the 
Son, just as the Son has His from the Father, is 
found word for word in Gregory of Nyssa [at 
the end of the Book against Eunomius]. 

10. We confess, with Gregory of Nyssa, that in 
the Trinity there is no other difference than that 
one Person is Principle, the others from the 
Principle. According to this, the Son is not 
Principle, but only from the Principle — viz., from 
the Father as the common Principle [apx'?]. 

1 1. We endorse the doctrine of Cyril of Alexan- 
drina : — 

a, the Spirit is as regards His nature [^^vo-ikws] in 
the Son, as the Son is in the Father [and there- 
fore springs from His Being] ; 

b, the Spirit inheres substantially in the Son ; 

c, through the agency of both [the Father and 
the Son] the Spirit proceeds ; 

d, the Spirit is the Spirit belonging to the Being 
of the Son. 

It was further agreed that the future discussions 
respecting the doctrine of the Holy Spirit should 
be conducted first by the Old Catholics and Orien- 
tals, and in German; always provided that the other 
members of the Conference should not be pre- 
vented from being present at the discussions, and 
taking part in them, but only in German or 
French ; further, that special Conferences should be 
held in English, at which Dr. Dollinger proposed to 
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report the proceedings conducted in German, and 
also to bring certain other points under discussion. 



THIRD CONFERENCE. 

Thursday, August i2Th — Morning, 

Dollinger, — This Conference is a continuation of 
the discussions which have already taken place, 
yesterday and the day before, between Orientals 
and Old Catholics. I purpose to give a brief 
report of them this afternoon in English. For the 
present, before we enter upon a continuation of thd 
discussions, I will, with your permission, direct 
your attention to one or two points in history. 

One main cause of the long estrangement be- 
tween the Eastern and Western Churches was the 
ignorance of each respecting the life, modes of 
thought, and scientific labours of the other. What 
serves to make us better known to one another, and 
also to let us see the connection between the points 
of difference and the course of history, will also 
promote our coming to an understanding. 

Let us first of all consider the connection be- 
tween the controversy, which has now for centuries 
disunited the Greek and the Western Church, and 
the present revolutionary movement in the Roman 
Catholic Church which has manifested itself in the 
Vatican. This connection makes it clear why pre- 
cisely at the present moment the attempt has again 

been made to arrive at an understanding with the 

c 
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Oriental Church, and why the success of this attempt 
would be of great importance for the interests of 
religion generally, and indirectly even for the poli- 
tical interests of the world at large, I will endea^ 
vour to point out this connection. 

The Western Church originally stood, like the 
Eastern, upon the basis of the principle, that that 
alonfc was catholic which was believed always, 
everywhere, and by all. So long as both parts of 
the Church held fast to this principle, misunder- 
standings and transitory estrangements and divi- 
sions could no doubt occur ; but they never reached 
such a pitch that one Church regarded the other as 
lapsed into heresy, because this principle offered a 
means of getting rid of the existing differences. 

This common basis was in later times aban- 
doned, primarily not in reference to speculative 
questions of dogma, — the Trinity, the Incarnation 
and so forth ; but in reference to questions of 
Church constitution, hierarchical questions. With 
the end of the Sth, or beginning of the 6th century, 
begins the series of monstrous forgeries and fictions, 
made in the interests of hierarchy, among which 
the forgery of the Pseudo-Isidore was the most 
successful. Then in the 9th century the Roman 
See confronted the Oriental Churches also with 
claims supported by these forgeries; they too 
were to be brought under the yoke of the Romah 
Church. 

Into this contest on the question of constitution 
the dogmatic question respecting the Procession of 
the Holy Spirit was, so to speak, violently dragged ; 
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the difference which had manifested itself on the 
dogmatic question was made use of, in order to afford 
a plea for accusing the opposite party of heterodoxy. 
That the word Filioqiu was in the West arbitra- 
rily and unlawfully added to the Creed is not in 
the first instance to be laid to the charge of the 
Rofnan Church. The addition was first maide in 
the 6th century, perhaps as early as the 5 th, in 
Spain. Charles the Great in 809 requested Pope 
Leo III. to order the introduction of the addition 
generally : Leo refused the request, because he had 
no right to alter anything in the Symbolum. In 
1014 Rome gave way under the importunity of the 
Emperor Henry II., and introduced the Filioqiie 
generally. Henceforth, therefore, the two halves 
of the Church had no longer quite the same Creed, 
Meanwhile Rome's ideas of sovereignty developed 
themselves more and more. After the conquest of 
Constantinople by the Crusaders a Latin hierarchy, 
and partly even the Latin Liturgy, was introduced 
into the Greek Empire. By the conduct of Inno- 
cent III., of the French and the Venetians, the 
opposition between East and West was made still 
more keen. In this unequal contest, in which the 
West was by far the most powerful side, the Orien- 
tals made use of their fidelity to the old form of 
the Symbolum as a weapon; they emphasised 
more and more the difference which had arisen on 
this point. The Latins had now to justify the 
addition, especially after the Roman See had 
entered the lists on its behalf. The question 
respecting the Procession of the Holy Spirit now 

c 2 
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became a question respecting the authority of the 
Pope in respect to a General Council. A disposi- 
tion thus arose in the West to vindicate for the 
Pope the right of making alterations in the Sym- 
bolum, consequently to set him above General 
Councils and the whole Church. Innocent III. 
called himself no longer, like earlier Popes, the 
Vice-gerent of S. Peter, or as later ones, Vice- 
gerent of Christ, but "Vice-gerent of the true 
God." Accordingly, the Latins now demanded of 
the Greeks the acceptance of the papally sanctioned 
addition, Filioque. 

In consequence of the declining power of the 
Greek Empire, the rulers of it wished on political 
grounds to come to an understanding with the 
Pope and the West. For this end the second 
Council of Lyons was called in 1274. In order to 
prepare the way for reunion, Thomas Aquinas 
wrote a treatise on the Pope's right to determine 
the Creed. In doing so he made use of a collection 
of spurious passages from Greek Fathers and Coun- 
cils, ready-made by a Dominican, in which this 
right was recognised. This forgery, which Aquinas 
himself did not know to be such, was more dogmatic 
than hierarchic in its character. Thomas Aquinas 
is, therefore, the first who (about 1274) discusses in 
detail in his theological system the question of the 
dogmatic authority of the Pope, of which Peter 
Lombard as late as 11 50 says nothing in his 
theological compendium. It is true that Aquinas 
speaks somewhat hesitatingly, taking some account 
of the ancient view ; but still he already has the 
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theory, according to which the Pope is the source 
of all ecclesiastical jurisdiction, and the supreme 
judge in matters of faith ; and Thomas Aquinas 
became, thanks to the Pope and the great Monastic 
Orders of the Middle Ages, Dictator in the theo- 
logical world. Here, then, we see the connection 
between the controversy respecting the Filioque 
and the papal Infallibility. 

The reunion-scheme of the second Council of 
Lyons was a failure : the reunion accomplished at 
the Council of Florence in 1439, essentially for 
political reasons, had no lasting success. 

In the Western Church that tendency now gained 
the upper hand, which attained on the 18th of July« 
1870, a definite conclusion. Efforts were steadily 
directed towards a practical introduction into the 
Western Church of the papal system (which claims 
for the Pope all power of jurisdiction, so that he 
alone is the source of it, and every one else pos- 
sesses in the Church only such power as is directly 
or indirectly committed to him by the Pope), and 
in connection with this the Infallibility of the 
Pope, in respect to which even a General Council 
has henceforth merely the significance of an advising 
body. In this direction since the second half of the 
15th century activity has been uninterrupted. When, 
owing to the Reformation, a great part of Western 
Christendom, especially in Germany and England, 
became separated from the Pope, here also it was 
the Papal system which was the chief reason for 
the schism, and the thing which specially prevented 
an understanding. With regard to other dogmatic 
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questions an understanding would have been pos- 
sible ; the attempt could not but be wrecked on 
the absolute authority of the Pope. 

Soon after the Reformation the Order of the 
Jesuits arose, which set itself as its special task to 
introduce the papal system in flesh and blood 
among the nations of the West, — not perhaps out 
of a Platonic love for that system, but because this 
was the most advantageous means of attaining to 
universal dominion. The papal system once realised, 
and Rome ruled by the Jesuits, then they would 
rule the whole Church. 

The Dominicans also, who for a long time received 
influential positions in Rome (especially in the Index- 
Congregation and the Inquisition), made this their 
aim : but their partiality for the papal system, which 
their great theologian,Thomas Aquinas, had founded, 
was more sincere than that of the Jesuits. These 
two Orders, until about the middle of the 1 8th cen- 
tury, were the chief supporters of the papal system. 

During all this time this system met with much 
opposition in the Western Church. But this was 
gradually quashed. It maintained itself longest in 
France, in the University of Paris and among the 
great majority of the Bishops and Clei^y. The 
Roman party laboured long to overthrow the inde- 
pendence of the French Church. To show this in 
detail would carry us too far. But the death-knell 
of the Gallican Liberties was in reality not sounded 
until the i8th of July, 1870. In particular the so- 
called Jansenist controversies were adroitly used to 
set aside the Gallican views, which found their ex- 
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pression in the Four Articles of 1682. To this end 
the Cardinals, who were ministers, and the women, 
who in such matters always had great influence 
in France, had specially contributed. By the Revo- 
lution of 1789-94 the French Church was for a 
time annihilated. She raised herself again, and it 
seemed as if she had again entered upon her Galil- 
ean inheritance also. But it only seemed so. In 
1802 — ^4 Napoleon I. was the Pope's best ally, and 
with his help Pius VII. carried into effect one of 
the most splendid manoeuvres; — with one stroke 
of the pen he set aside the whole French Episco- 
pate. 

Theoretically speaking, at any rate one pillar of 
the Gallican system, and only one, was still stand- 
ing, — the express rejection of the papal Infallibility 
Accordingly, Rome and the Jesuits regarded it as 
their chief task to shatter this last pillar also. 

Looks were directed to Germany also at the 
same time. As I heard in Rome in 1859 ^^ova the 
mouth of many Prelates and of Pius IX. himself, 
the greatest mistrust was felt in Rome towards 
German science and German theology. As against 
this also it was found necessary to establish the 
papal Infallibility as a roclier de bronze. 

The Vatican Council, therefore, had the task 
assigned to it of utterly annihilating the Gallican 
Church, and of bringing German science and learn- 
ing under the control of the Jesuits. 

You see, then, how the question before us 
respecting the Procession of the Holy Spirit hangs 
together with questions of far wider reach. 
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In previous discussions something has already- 
been said respecting the various expressions which 
have to be considered in reference to this question* 
The Greek Fathers hold the expression Sia rov Yloi 
to be more correct than the Latin Filioque. Against 
this latter the consideration was raised, that in de- 
fining the relation of Divine Persons to one another, 
the difference of relation between the Holy Ghost 
and the Father and between the Holy Ghost and 
the Son must be kept in view, a condition which 
was not fulfilled in the expression a Patre Filioque 
procedit. The function of being the origin of the 
personal existence of the Holy Ghost belonged to 
the Father alone. In reference to this the Confessio 
Orthodoxa says, that the Holy Spirit goes out from 
the Father alone, m Ik myy^s t^s ^eo-nyros. With this 
explanatory clause we can say so also. For what 
the Son contributes to the originating of the Holy 
Spirit, He has from the Father, so that the act of 
producing the Holy Spirit is an act of the Father, 
Who thereby makes use of the Son, so to speak, 
as an instrument. 

In the controversy between Greeks and Latins 
there were at the same time, as has been said, 
more things in debate than the question about the 
Procession of the Holy Spirit. This explains how 
it was that both sides mistrusted every word oi 
their opponents, and ever suspected that there was 
something behind. Thus the Latins sometimes 
unreasonably rejected the 5ea tou Ytou, and the 
Greeks on their side sometimes regarded with 
mistrust perfectly guileless expressions of the 
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Latins. I grant that the Greeks had more reason 
for mistrust than the Latins. At any rate, all we 
on the present occasion have no arrieres pensees^ 
and therefore have no reason to mistrust one 
another. 

One more point let me notice once more. In 
theological matter in the more narrow sense, in 
the theological points which relate directly to God. 
the Western Church is the disciple of the Eastern, 
even in the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. The Latin 
literature of the first centuries is in this respect 
wholly dependent on the Greek. It has no 
thorough discussion of this doctrine to ghow 
before the end of the 4th century, when the 
writings of Basil and Didymus became known in 
the West through Ambrose and Jerome. The 
turns of expression, which the Latin Fathers use, 
are for a long time not their own, but are borrowed 
from the Greeks. The only one who, as in other 
. fields, so also in the doctrine of the Holy Ghost, 
exhibits a certain amount of originality, is 
Augustine. But he often speaks more in the 
form of a conjecture than with dogmatic decisive- 
ness. At any rate, the whole primitive form ot 
doctrine in the West stands in the closest connec- 
tion with the doctrine of the Greek Fathers. The 
keen opposition between the form of doctrine in 
the East and in the West is a product of later 
times. 

Ossini7i,-^T-\ find myself in an unpleasant situa- 
tion in having to speak after so eloquent an ad- 
dress in a language not my own. I am commls- 
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sioned by the members of my own communion to 
offer a few remarks on the schema which was put 
into our hands yesterday. The members of the 
Eastern Church, which this year is represented 
much more numerously, and in more of its branche*? 
than last, discussed this schema yesterday, and I 
am rejoiced at bein^ able to say that ;t has met 
with much sympathy, and has given a fresh support 
to our hopes for an understanding, for which we are 
striving without any arrikres pensees. As regards 
details 1 am commissioned to make some obser- 
vations, which I will lay before you, after I have 
read the schema itself. It runs as follows: — 

*' We believe and teach that, in the Holy Tri- 
nity, there is only one Principle [cyx^]* and that 
this Principle, both of the Son and also of the Holy 
Ghost, \s the Father, — the word dpxn bding under- 
stood in accordance with the explanation of John 
of Damascus, that that alone is an apX^> which is 

CLvapyov, 

*' We acknowledge that the Eastern Church has 
perfect right to hold fast to the expression, ' the 
Spirit goes out from the Father/ in that by going 
out \hcrofp€v&rBiii\ it understands that primordial 
Divine activity, in virtue of which the Son, en- 
dowed with the power of mission, — and also the 
Spirit coincidently, — is from the Father. 

** We admit that the relation of the Son to the 
Spirit is not exactly the same as that of the 
Father to the Spirit, because paternity in the wider 
sense, or the property of being the source of the 
Divine Persons, does not belong to the Son, but 
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only to the Father. To this extent, therefore, the 
Eastern Church is justified in rejecting the ex- 
pression procedere ab titroque or a Patre Filioqucy 
inasmuch as it connects with licTropcvco-^ai, a sense 
different from the Latin procedere — viz., that of the 
causative power which belongs only to the Father 
[/Aovos yap atTtos 6 IlaTi/p], whereas the Latins left 
the difference between the action of the Father 
and that of the Son in reference to the Holy Spi- 
rit unnoticed, and had in view only the common con- 
currence, — the united agency of the Father and 
the Son in producing the Holy Spirit, in their 
procedere ab titroque, 

" Respecting the temporal mission of the Spirit 
through Son and Father there is no difference of 
doctrine between the East and West," 

On the first proposition I remark that the word 
yivapxov is ambiguous ; it is used [i] of the Godhead 
in general, of all three Persons, in opposition to 
the world, the existence of which had a beginning ; 
[2] specially of the Father in contradistinction to 
the Son and the Holy Spirit. John of Damascus 
therefore adds avaiVios. 

Dollinger. — We can add dvatVios also. 
• Ossinifu — On the second proposition I remark 
that €K7rop€V€a-dai is only used of the relation of the 
Father to the Holy Ghost, not of the relation 
of tlie Father to the Son. The word "primor- 
dial " is, according to the view of some of us, 
not admissible, because it pre-supposes a se- 
condary Divine activity. Again the expression. 
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" power of mission," is not well chosen here. The 
" mission " of the Holy Spirit through the Son is 
something temporal, because an effect of the work 
of redemption, but here, by " power of mission, ' 
something which has belonged to the Son from all 
eternity — viz., the cioropcvco-^ai, is manifestly in- 
tended. 

The word " paternity," which occurs in the third 
proposition, we use only in relation of the Father 
to the Son, not of the relation of the Father to 
the Holy Spirit. 

Dollinger. — What you have there is " paternity 
in the wider sense." 

Ossinin. — We should prefer to see the word 
avoided, because it is not quite accurate. More- 
over, it is here superfluous, for along with it we 
have " or the property of being the source of the 
Divine Persons," — it would be more correct to say, 
" of being the source of a Divine Person." Again, 
the word " exactly," in the sentence " that the re- 
lation of the Son to the Spirit is not exactly the 
same as that of the Father to the Spirit," we should 
prefer to see omitted, on account of its indefinite- 
ness and elasticity. — That the Latins connect a 
different sense with procedere from that connected 
with €K7rop€V€arOaLf can in general not be maintained. 
No doubt it is possible to distinguish the two ex- 
pressions ; but as a matter of fact the Latins, at 
any rate, have not always distinguished them. The 
€KTrop€V€(rOai in the Symbolum is translated by 
procedere, and in all attempts at reunion not a word 
was ever said about distinguishing the two expres- 
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sions. No doubt some Latin Fathers, especially 
Augustine, have given procedere a wider significa- 
tion than that which €K7rop€V€(rdai, has ; but it is not 
possible to say generally that the Latins connected 
another meaning with procedere. In confining our 
attention to primitive times, we cannot take proce- 
dere in a diflferent sense from €Kvop€v€(rdai, It was 
in the East, as Dr. v. Dollinger also has reminded 
us, that the part of Christian doctrine, which one 
calls theology in its narrower sense — the doctrine 
of the nature of God, of the Trinity, and of the 
Incarnation — was first and most thoroughly treated, 
and the more ancient Latin Fathers are in this re- 
spect essentially dependent on the Greek. Augus- 
tine did not know much Greek, and connects him- 
self less with the Greek Fathers. This explains 
how it is that Augustine comes forward with a 
signification for procedere, which does not exactly 
coincide with cKiropevccr^ai, whereas in earlier times 
the word was used simply as a translation of 
€KTrop€V€(rdaL, At any rate, it cannot be said in gene- 
ral that the Eastern Church connects with cWo- 
p€V€<r$at a sense different from the •'La.tin procedere. 

Finally, I would remark that in the last propo- 
sition of the schema instead of " through Son and 
Father," it would be better to say ** through Father 
and Son." 

Z>^///;/^^r.— This statement, made in the name of 
the Orientals, touches only the preliminaries of our 
discussion. I think that, unless we are compelled 
to do so, we will not stop at the criticism of ex- 
pressions. When we are clear about cKTro^cuco-^ai, 
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we can leave the meaning of procedere entirely un- 
disturbed. We would, if so doing would make an 
understanding easier, avoid the ^^oxA procedere alto- 
gether, and translate €Kwop€V€<r6ai by exire, progredi 
or another similar word. It is often difficult to 
find a Latin equivalent for a Greek theological 
term. I need only mention the misunderstandings 
which in ancient times have been connected with 
the expressions wro<rTOMi-i$, vpocrtairov, and persona. 
In our present question also misunderstandings 
have before now arisen^ because the Latins did not 
always rightly observe what meaning lay in the 
Gteek €KTrop€V€ar6aL The chief thing is to under- 
stand one another respecting the part which the 
Son takes in the eternal production of the Holy 
Spirit ; everything else is but the borderland of 
the main question. According to the Western doc- 
trine the Son may not be excluded from the Trinir 
tarian act of producing the Holy Spirit. If that is 
acknowledged, an understanding cannot be very 
difficult. 

It is quite correct that, in regard" to theology in 
its narrower sense the Greek Fathers can claim 
precedence of the Latin. We on our sides are 
more than ready to abide by the expressions of 
the Greek Fathers. Accordingly, I have laid be- 
fore the Orientals the sketch of a Confession ot 
Faith respecting the Holy Ghost, which follows 
entirely the expressions of the Greek Fathers * I 
propose that we should go into this more closely. 

• See above, p. 15, 16. 
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We on our side will leave it to the Orientals to 
decide with which patristic passages respecting 
the Holy Ghost we should begin. 

I wish to call attention once more to some words 
of S. Maximus in the epistle to Marinus, the great 
importance of which has been recognised by Pro- 
copowitsch also. I may remark in passing that, 
in this field also, many forgeries have doubtless 
been perpetrated, but that the genuineness of the 
passage in question from S. Maximus is indisput- 
able. He notices that there is no real difference 
between Greeks and Latins respecting the doctrine 
of the Holy Spirit ; that the Latins no doubt used 
a mode of expression different from the Greek, 
but that they had good seasons for doing so.* Let 
Ui unite ourselves with the time when peace and 
agreement still prevailed between the two Churches, 
and let us leave on one side the form which the 
point of controversy assumed in later times ; for the 

• * Max. Conf. Ep. ad Marimum (Op. II , 70; Migne, 91, 136); 
'EvfKfAavovs Trapriyayov XPV^^''^ '''^^ 'Pw/xatwv, warepiov, cta 
y€ firfv Kol Kvplkkov * Ak€^av8p€Las €K rrjs Trovrj6€l(n]s aiVcp 
€ts Tov cvayycAio-T^v dyiov 'liadvvrjv Upas irpayfiareias, €^ 
<Sv ovK airiav tov Ylov iroiovvras Tou Ilvcii/xaTOS o-</>as 
avTow aTTcSci^av* /Aiai/ yap taao'iv Ytov Kat Tlv€vp,aTos 
Tov Jlarkpa airiav, rov /xcv Kara t^v ykwrjcnVy rov Sc Kara 
Ti^i' €KTr6p€VJ-iv dAA* Tva to St auroG irpolevai 5iyA,(o<ra><rt 
Kal TavTQ TO (rvva<l>€S rrjs ov(rias kol airapdkkaKrov irapa- 
(rTirj(r(o(riv, Cp. Sylvester and Pusey in the preface to the 
" Commentary on the Gospel according to S. John," by S. 
Cyril, Archbishop of Alexandria, Oxford, 1874. Vol. I., p. 
xxxvii. 
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polemical theologians on either side have not 
always held fast to the doctrine of the Fathers, 
and have frequently been guilty of the a/tcT/ata t^s 

In the next Conference, therefore, I think we 
may discuss the doctrine of the Fathers. 

Adeibert — I have come hither to see something 
of the una sancta ecclesia and of the commimio 
sanctorum^ for which my heart beats warmly, al^ 
though I stand somewhat alone in my theological 
views in the Evangelical Church of Bavaria. I 
have the warmest interest in the Old Catholic 
cause, for this, among other reasons, because I see 
that the Old Catholics are striving to bring about 
a reunion of Confessions. The proceedings of to- 
day have shewn me that the Old Catholics and the 
Orientals have already come nearer to an under- 
standing. Allow me, however, to remind you that . 
in this case, the goal is not to be reached with 
doc^ma alone, but only with dogma and ethics 

together. It is ^to-rts 8ta dyaTr^s ivepyovfiivq that we 

want ; science without love is of the Evil One. 
In the effort to re-establish the communion of 
saints we ought to allow ourselves to be held back 
by nothing, not even by dogmatism and confes- 
sionalism. 

Dbllinger, — I think it is love which has brought 
us all here, in some cases from a great distance, 
in order to discuss our dogmatic and confessional 
differences in the spirit of peace and love. 
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FOURTH CONFERENCE. 

Thursday, August 13TH— Afternoon* 

Dollinger, — Last year we proposed that the Filuh 
que should be the subject of discussion for this 
year's Conference. Owing to the fact that the 
Orientals have now been here for some days, the 
discussion has already begun. I will presently 
report what has been done ; but, first of all, I would 
lay before you a letter from the Lord Bishop of 
Winchester, and also one from Mr. Gladstone.^ 

Dollinger, — Last year the Orientals did not ex- 
press an opinion on the question of the validity 
of English Orders. We must consider whether 
this point shall be raised again now, at a time 
when Oriental theologians are present at an assem- 
bly in the West in greater numbers than has been 
the case for centuries, and also whether this shall 
be done by myself or by one of the English. Per- 
haps it would be best for us not to make it a mat- 
ter of discussion, but for me to lay before the 
Orientals, who have scarcely occupied themselves 
as yet with this question, the grounds for the 
validity of English orders. 

The Bishop of Gibraltar, — I hold it to be inad- 
missible to make the validity of English Orders a 



* These proceedings were conducted in English, 
t The letters of the Bishop of Winchester and Mr. Glad- 
stone will be found in the Appendix. 
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subject for discussion. We English have in this 
matter no kind of doubt, and would rather not 
assume a position which might seem to imply that 
the matter is doubtful. Moreover, the question 
has found a practical solution on the side of the 
Orientals to this extent, that the Patriarch of Con- 
stantinople and the Archbishop of Smyrna, when 
I was in the East a little while ago, greeted me as 
a Bishop of a sister Church. But we have now a 
very favourable opportunity of stating the question 
in the presence of the Orientals, and no one can do 
this better than Dr. DoUinger. 

Langdon. — I remember that last year the Bishop 
Pittsburgh spoke very much to the same effect as 
the Bishop of Gibraltar. 

Howson and Liddon. — It is very desirable that 
Dr. DoUinger should again lay before the Orientals 
the points on which the question turns. 

DoUinger. — I have now to report to you what 
has been done thus far with regard to the I*tliO' 
que. It is well known that the Orientals attach 
great importance to their form of doctrine re- 
specting the dogma of the Procession of the Holy 
Spirit, and regard it as a sure unassailable bul- 
wark. Negotiation on this point is, therefore, very 
difficult. In what we Germans have hitherto done 
in dealing with the Orientals wc have assumed 
the assent of the members of the English Church. 
We have, moreover, declared to the Orientals that in 
this question we are at one with all Western Churches. 

We can, it seems to me, without injury to the 
dogma, go very far in making concessions re- 
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specting phraseology. Last year we admitted 
that the Filioque was an illegal addition to the 
Symbolum, and that the acceptance of it could 
not be required of the Orientals. We have just 
now declared ourselves ready to recognise the 
authority of the Fathers, especially the Greek 
Fathers, in this qustion. We have laid before the 
Orientals a kind of Creed, which is entirely com- 
posed in the words* of the Fathers, especially of 
the Greek Fathers, which will form the subject of 
our discussion with them to-morrow. I have some 
copies here to place in your hands, and wiU now 
translate it into English.* 

In this declaration the words licTropcucorflai and 
procedere have been avoided. The two expressions 
are not synonymous. We can say Ik IlaT/oos c/ctto- 
/)€V€Tat without giving up the proposition, proccdit 
ex Patreper Filium or Filioque. We can even admit 
the expression of the Confessio Ortkodoxa, Ik tto- 
p€V€Tai €K rov IlaTpas /aovov, if it is properly explained, or 
if (OS €/c TnpfTis T^s dioTTfro^ be added or mentally sup- 
plied. The Father is the sole ir^yri ti}s ^eo-nyros, 
and the Son has what He is from the Father, in- 
cluding the quality in virtue of which the Son par- 
ticipates in the production of the Holy Spirit. Thus 
far the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father in a 
different sense from that in which He proceeds 
from the Son, and this proceeding from the Father 
the Greeks denote by €iaropev€(r6ai. The Latins use 
procedere, to say the least, not always in this sense 

* This was done. For the document see pp. 15, 16. 
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of iKwopwea-dai. When they say that the Holy 
Spirit proceeds also from the Son, they do not by 
this mean to deny that He does not proceed from 
the Son in the same sense as that in which He 
proceeds from the Father who gave to the Son the 

fV€py€La ?rv«v<rracij. 

It has been proposed to fight out the contro- 
versy on purely exegetical grounds. I do not 
think that we can attain our end in this way. 

For centuries it has been impressed upon the 
Orientals in their schools, and in their daily life, 
that their doctrine of the Procession of the Holy 
Spirit is a bulwark to be defended with all pos- 
sible energy. Yet the Orientals staying here sin- 
cerely wish to come to an understanding with us. 
We need not give up hope that an understanding 
upon the old point of difference will be successfully 
attained, but we must be prudent and patient 

Meyrick, — If the word €Kirop€V€or6at be taken in 
the sense just explained, we can certainly concede 
to the Orientals the Ik tov Uarpos fiovov. To some 
extent I regard the '* Confession of Faith," which 
has just been laid before us not without anxiety, 
because I can scarcely believe that the Orientals 
will accept it. It is, however, well adapted to 
shew the Orientals that our form of the doctrine 
is in harmony with the Fathers and orthodox. 

Dollmger, — There are two positions which we 
might assume towards the Orientals ; first, we might 
attempt, like the Roman theologians, to convict 
them of a kind of heresy ; — that, of course, we 
cannot wish to do ; secondly, we can attempt to 
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convince them that the Western form ot doctrine 
is admissible, and may be tolerated and left un- 
condemned by the Eastern Church. In this case 
we no doubt set ourselves a much more humble 
task ; but for all that it is probably the right way 
to an understanding. 

Liddon. — The " Confession of Faith respecting 
the Holy Spirit," laid before us by Dr. DoUinger, 
is a work which deserves our deepest gratitude. 
This series of quotations, taken exclusively from 
writers of the Greek Church, seems to me a suffi- 
cient proof of the doctrine respecting the relation 
of the Holy Spirit to the Eternal Son as it is taught 
by the Western Church. 

In fact, we Westerns can feel ourselves at home 
with S. Cyril of Alexandria, or with S. Epiphanius, 
no less than with S. Angustine or S. Hilary. And, 
although a certain divergence may be remarked in 
S. Basil the Great, yet he also contributes mate- 
rial to promote the cause of Christian Unity. My 
English brethren will certainly be as sincerely 
grateful as I am to the President and his learned 
colleagues for this excellent work, and yet think it 
quite natural that the Orientals should feel some 
hesitation in giving their assent to it. 

With regard to Professor Ossinin's observations 
on Dr. Dollinger's other paper * I may be allowed 
to remark, that, in spite of what he urged, the 
distinction of meaning between procedere and 
iKirop€V€(rdai IS made on good grounds. It may be 



• See above, p. 28. 
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that in earlier times this distinction was often over- 
Kxiked. Itwas often thought,that every Greek word 
had its exact Latin equivalent. How incorrect this 
nssumption was, has been already shown ; it has 
more than once done mischief to Christian theology. 
The word wnWocns, for instance, is not accurateljr 
rendered hy persona, persona corresponds exactly to 
s-poo-unroc, and Mrotrratris would have been better 
translated by subsistentia. If the Greeks have a 
right to define the meaning of EKiropc<>«i7'9ai, procedere 
is a Western word, and the Westerns have to 
assign its exact signification. In the word procedere 
there does not lie, as in ItacoptxtaQax, the idea of 
cause, or source, as the starting point of the action. 
Therefore knxopivvrBa-t exactly denotes the eternal 
relation of the Holy Spirit to the Father, /rocca^^ 
the eternal relation of the Holy Spirit to the Son. 
If the Greek word says too much in reference to 
the Procession of the Holy Spirit from the Son, 
the Latin word seems to say too little, fully to 
express the relation of the Holy Spirit to the Father. 

I hope that after more careful consideration this 
distinction will be recognised : at any rate it may 
help to set aside misconceptions. But in regard to 
the objections made to Dr. DolUnger's paper, I 
venture to suggest a shorter formula, which perhaps 
may serve as the basis of an understanding :— 

" The Holy Ghost proceeds eternally from the 
Father alone, in the sense that the Father alone is 
the Fountain of Deity, but He also proceeds eter- 
nally, as we believe, through the Son. While for 
ourselves — subject to the future decision of a truly 
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CEcumenical Council — we retain the formula that 
the Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, we do not believe that there are two Principles 
or two Causes in the Gk)dhead ; but we believe in 
One Principle and One Cause." 

Thus we begin with a concession, in accepting 
the Ik rov irarpds /lovov of the Confessio Orthodoxa, 
This expression does not belong to the patristic 
period, but to that period of Oriental theology 
which may be called scholastic. It can, however, 
be accepted in the sense in which, as a matter of 
fact, it has never been denied, in the sense that in 
the mystery of the Diyine Life the Father alone is 
the Fountain of Deity. With this we are in perfect 
harmony when we add, that the Holy Ghost pro- 
ceeds eternally through the Son, and even when we 
maintain our Western formula, according to which 
He proceeds front the Father and the Son. For 
He proceeds from the Son, not as from a second 
Cause or a second Principle, but as from Him Who 
is consubstantial with the Father, through Whom 
He unceasingly proceeds from the Father. The 
proposed formula closes with a rejection of the 
idea of two Principles or Causes in the Godhead. 
The West has in former times repeatedly repudi- 
ated this error, but the repudiation cannot be 
made too often ; for many Orientals, it appears, 
cannot rid themselves of the idea that this error 
stands in necessary connection with our doctrine of 
the Procession of the Holy Spirit from the Father 
and the Son. 

Ddllinger. — If Dr. Liddon's propositions are 
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accepted, I will translate them into German and 
lay them before the Orientals as expressing the 
convictions of the English and Americans here 
present. In one point the attitude of the German 
Old Catholics towards this question and that of 
the English appear to me to be somewhat different. 
The English lay more weight on the maintt^nance 
of the customary Western formula of the Filioque 
than the Germans do, who do not attach so much 
value to the words, and would be willing instead of 
them to adopt the 8ta rov Ytoi?, which the Fathers 
use, and which gives less offence to the Greeks. 

May, — We have the Filioque in our liturgy, and 
it would give great offence to educated laymen if 
the ancient and customary form were given up. 
The question is, whether intercommunion is not 
possible on the terms that each church should 
retain its form of the Creed. That we on our side 
have no prejudice against the Eastern form of it, 
has been shown in the case of the visit of the 
Archbishop of Syra to the Bishop of Lincoln, and 
also by a recent decision of Convocation. At the 
Council of Florence, Marcus, Bishop of Ephesus, 
conceded that the Westerns might retain th^ Filioque 
in their Hymns, &a, only not in the Creed. 

Howson, — I do not believe that the removal of 
the -fV/w?^^ would be at all dangerous to the Faith. 
On the other hand, I know cases in which the un- 
lawful addition of the Filioque has caused religious 
doubts. I know one clergyman who on account 
of such doubts was unable for twenty years to do 
any duty. Dr. Bollinger's propositions are prefer- 
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able to those of Canon Liddon, because they expres-s 
the theological truth without disturbing the liturgical 
formula. Perhaps alFo the following shorter state- 
ment is preferable to Canon Liddon's : — 

"While the Orientals [are left free to] retain 
their customary formula, ck tov narpos, and while 
the Westerns [are left free to] retain their longer 
formula, €k toC Harpos koX toC Yiov, both agree that 
the formula Ik tov Uarpo^ Siot rovYtov expresses accu- 
rately the theological truth held by both * 



FIFTH CONFERENCE. 

Friday, August 13TH— Morning. 

Ddllinger, — I have very great pleasure in being 
able to announce to the meeting that now the 
Church of the Kingdom of Greece also is repre- 
sented here by the Archbishop of Syra and by 
Professors Damalas and Rhossis from Athens. 

To-day also I shall venture to preface our delibe- 
rations with one or two general observations. They 
relate to the change which the decrees of July i8th, 
1870, have made in the relation of the Oriental to the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

Before 1870 the Oriental Church was invariably 
regarded as merely separated from the Roman 
Catholic Church by a schism, not as a Church 

♦ Dean Howson afterwards struck out the words placed 
within brackets. 
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that had lapsed into heresy. The " Greek Schism " 
and the ** Greek Schismatical Church *' were the 
recognised names for it even with the Roman 
Curia. It was not accused of formal heresy, and 
its members were therefore, not like heretics, liable 
to all those consequences which Roman Canon Law 
attaches to neresy. A Greek going over to the 
Roman Church had no need to make a formal 
abjuration of errors, but merely to give his assent 
to the so-called Tridentine Creed. Even by the 
Inquisition. Orientals were not treated as heretics, 
although all Churches that were the offspring of 
the Reformation were from the first treated as 
heretical. Hence members of these, if they went 
over to the Roman Church, required a formal 
Absolutio a crimine hareseos, which even a Bishop 
cannot give without special authority from the 
Pope. 

Until the year 1870, therefore, the Oriental 
Church, both theoretically and practically, stood 
in a position altogether different from the Pro- 
testant Churches as regards the Roman Catholic 
Church. The great revolution of the year 1870 
has made an essential change in this respect. Two 

Articles of Faith were put forth at the Vatican 
Council, one of the universal and absolute dominion 
of the Pope over all baptised Christians, and the 
other of the infallibility of the Pope in all questions 
relating to faith and morals. Thus two new here- 
sies have arisen ; for the denial of these two propo- 
sitions is upon Roman principles heresy. And all 
Churches which have not accepted the Articles oi 
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Faith of the year 1870 are now heretical, although 
hitherto they have been only schismatical. Hence 
since 1870 the Oriental Churches have been exactly 
in the same relation to the Roman Church as the 
Churches produced by the Reformation, and as we 
Old Catholics. 

Such a change may well be called a revolution. 
This enormous change affects, moreover, entire 
Churches of the Roman Communion, which by 
accepting the Vatican decrees have abandoned 
their former doctrine ; e.g., the Gallican Church of 
former centuries. All the notable theologians of 
this Church, if they lived now, and taught what 
they taught in their own day, would be heretics ; 
even the men of whom the French Church was 
otherwise so proud, — Lannoi, Dupin, Bossuet, &c. 
Why, if Bossuet were living now, he would have 
to be regarded not as a simple heretic, but as an 
kceretictis dogmatizans, as the Inquisition calls the 
teachers and leaders among heretics, those who 
seduce others into heresy ; for he devoted the best 
part of his life to the defence of the four Gallican 
Articles, which, according to the Vatican decrees, 
are undoubtedly heretical. 

The rent which the Vatican Council has produced 
in the whole Church is such as has not been known 
in the whole history of the Church. An under- 
standing, or an approximation of those parts of the 
Church which have been sundered by this rent is 
not possible. The Roman Church, or (as we must 
now call it) the Vatican Church, can in future allow 
union with her only on condition that the Vatican 
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decrees are first of all accepted. For all of us the 
reunion of the separated Chijrches was the object 
of our longing ; we all have ever held fast the hope 
that the promise of our Saviour of one flock under 
Him as the one Shepherd would still in spite of all 
be fulfilled. If the i8o millions of Roman Catholics 
did really believe the Vatican decrees, then it 
would be arrant folly even so much as to speak of 
reunion. 

But the elevation of the Pope to be the infallible 
judge of faith and morals has still further conse- 
quences. The Roman Catholic Church has thereby 
maintained a doctrine as its own which is rejected 
by all other Churches, — the doctrine that dissenters 
from its creed may not be tolerated, that compulsion 
and violence against such is not only allowed but 
enjoined. If, in places where they have the power 
to do so, dissenters are not as a matter of fact 
treated with oppression and violence, this is the 
result of prudential considerations with reference 
to external circumstances. In principle the sup- 
pression of dissenters has to be regarded as a 
duty, for it is enjoined in a series of papal bulls, 
which now have to be regarded as infallible deci- 
sions. We German theologians have in former 
days always maintained that it was not the doc- 
trine of the Roman Catholic Church that those 
who dissented from it should be suppressed, 
although it must be admitted that, as a matter 
of fact, Popes and other ecclesiastical potentates 
had been guilty of such attempts at suppression. 
For fifty years I taught this. Catholic theologians 
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in England and other lands have taught the same. 
If Spanish and Italian theologians taught other* 
wise, that was the result of special circumstances, 
into which we cannot now enter. But all Roman 
Catholic theologians must now proclaim it as the 
doctrine of their Church, that the exercise of force 
against dissenters is lawful and obligatory: for 
what the Popes have taught in this respect has 
since July i8th, 1870, to be regarded as the dog* 
matic teaching of the Roman Catholic Church. 

The suppression and persecution of dissenters 
has been practised at times by members of all the 
Churches represented here to-day. If there were 
any Mennonites or Quakers present, they perhaps 
might dispute that with regard to their own reli- 
gious communities ; but then they have never had 
the power of suppressing others. But the Oriental 
Churches have never put it forth as a doctrine that 
one may and must suppress dissenters. In the 
papal communion, on the other hand, this doctrine 
must now be regarded as indisputable truth, and 
the maintenance of freedom of conscience as 
heresy. 

The connection of this doctrine with the Vatican 
decrees cannot possibly be denied. Before 1870 
the Jesuits made systematic preparation for it In 
various writings, especially in the Civiltd Cattolica^ 
they put forth the doctrine that the maintenance 
of freedom of conscience is heretical ; and they 
said plainly enough that the proclamation of the 
Pope's Infallibility had this further object, to con- 
firm this tenet of theirs, and to make the doctrine 
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of the lawfulness or duty of employing force against 
dissenters into a dogma. 

Gentlemen, you are now in a position to under- 
stand the significance of two events which took 
place in the years immediately preceding the 
Vatican Council. Josaphat Kunczewicz, Arch- 
bishop of Polock, was, towards the end of the 
1 6th century, the chief instrument in the violent 
oppression of those who belonged to the Greek 
Church in Poland, and in carrying out the union 
planned by the Jesuits. In this work of violence 
he was murdered. Well, some years before the 
Vatican Council this man was canonised, after the 
circumstances of his death had been carefully 
examined. But before any one is declared a saint 
the writings and speeches of the person are ex- 
amined as to their orthodoxy ; it follows, therefore, 
that in the case of Archbishop Josaphat nothing 
was discovered at which offence was taken in 
Rome. In order that the West might not be left 
behind, about the same time Peter Arbues was 
canonised, a man at that time scarcely known out- 
side Spain, who at the beginning of the i6th 
century was killed by the relations of his victims 
on account of his severity in the persecution of 
heretics. These canonisations are manifestly all of 
one piece with the sanction given by the Vatican 
Council to the doctrine that violent measures 
against dissenters are lawful. 

Since 1870, therefore, two great utterly dissevered 
masses have confronted one another in the Christian 
world, — the 180 millions of Roman Catholics and 
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the opponents of papal Infallibility. It is of 
course not to be supposed that all those 180 mil- 
lions believe in the Vatican decrees : they have, 
however, provisionally accepted the new dogmas 
tacitly or apparently. This cannot last. We are 
now standing at the beginning of great changes in 
the Roman Catholic Church. I hold it to be im- 
possible that the Vatican decrees should really 
become the law of thought for 180 millions of 
Christians, some of them the most highly civilised 
nations. In the Roman. Catholic Church there is 
fuel enough ; the time will come when first here, 
then there, it will catch fire. Then we shall see 
whether 180 millions of men are seriously in earnest 
in meaning to believe in the truth of the Vatican 
decrees as firmly " as in the existence of God :** for 
that is what, as an English infallibilist Bishop has 
said, is required of those who belong to the Roman 
Catholic Church. If I understand anything of 
history, and I have grown old in studying and 
teaching it, that is simply and absolutely impos- 
sible. 

These 180 millions of Roman Catholics the rest 
of us have to confront. Above all the Oriental 
Churches ; which stand firmly upon their ancient 
basis, and remain staunch to their apostolic tradi- 
tions ; which have never made Articles of Faith, 
and in their whole history have nothing to show, 
which could even remotely be compared with the 
Vatican Council. Until Pius IX. in 1854 made a 
new dogma, that of the Immaculate Conception, 
even in the West it W3<^ an unheard-of thing that 
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new Articles of Faith could be made. For fifty 
years I have been a Professor of theology, without 
ever once being censured by Rome or my own 
Bishop, and I have never taught the Infallibility of 
the Pope or his Absolute Power ; but have ever 
contended against it, and, like all other Roman 
Catholic Theologians, I have ever taught that the 
Church, to say nothing of the Pope, has no right 
to make new Articles of Faith ; nay, that she her- 
self does not claim this power. But now, since 
1 870, habemus confitentem ; now it is openly avowed ; 
we are laying on believers a yoke which for centu- 
ries they have never borne j- we can make dogmas 
also which contradict antiquity; instead of the 
Quod semper ^ quod ubique, quod ab omnibus^ we 
have the casual teaching of the Bishops* or the in- 
fallible oracle in Rome. Now it is at once thought 
dangerous only so much as to mention Tradition 
and test a doctine by it 

In confronting this gigantic opponent, the Vati- 
can Church, the other Churches come spontaneously 
nearer to one another. This is why, since 1870, all 
opponents of Infallibilism have yearned more than 
ever for an understanding with one another. But 
for 1870 we should probably not have met together 
here to-day to discuss our differences in the spirit 
of peace and love, and to endeavour to throw down 
the walls that separate us. 

I remarked yesterday that it was not until the 
time of S. Maximus in the 7th century, that a dif- 
ference was observed between the East and the 
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West in the mode of representing • the doctrine of 
the Holy Spirit. It is a fact very well worth re- 
marking that, even earlier than this, a difference of 
this kind is to be found among the Orientals them- 
selves. The Council of Ephesus in 431 condemned 
a creed of the Nestorians, containing the following 
expression directed against Cyril of Alexandria* 
ou^ Si Ytov T^v virap^iv €ikri<f>6sy and Theodoret of 
Cyrus accuses Cyril of blasphemy, for teaching 
what was denied in this Nestorian Symbolum, that 
the Holy Ghost received His existence through the 
Son.* As that Nestorian Symbolum was con- 
demned at Ephesus, so also were the writings of 
Theodoret, containing that charge against Cyril, 
condemned at the fifth General Council, whereas 
the writings of Cyril have always been regarded 
in the Oriental Church as witnesses to the true doc- 
trine. 

Later on the expression " out of the Son " was 
regarded with disfavour in the Eastern Church, and 
from this point onwards the difference between the 
twD Churches has (so far as I can see) developed more 
and more. But when Maximus and John of Da- 

♦ The passage in Theodoret [0pp. iv. 718] runs thus : 
Idiov 8c TO Ilvcv/ia et yit^v m 6fio<fivh ical ix Uarpls cWa 
p€v6fA€vov ^^, avvofJkoXoyqa'Ofitv koi a»s c&re^ij Sf^fieOa 
T^v <f>iavrjv ei 8k m i( Yiov i^ 8i* Ytov riyv vvap^iv cxok, 
ws pkaa-ifyif^v tovto koI ws Siktctc^cs dvoppi^ofi€V. 11 «r- 
r€vo/A€v yap Ty Kvpuf^ AcyovTi' to Ilvcvfia, o €K tov Harpos 
cKiro/jcuTtti* Cf. Sylvester, pp. 34, 35. Also Pearson on the 
Creed, 8th Article, I believe in theHoly Ghost. 

E 
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mascus reject the expression " the Holy Spirit is 
out of the Son," they go on to declare expressly, 
— ^and Maximus with the avowed intention of pro- 
tecting the Latin form of doctrine, — that in setting 
aside the expression " out of the Son " the partici- 
pation of the Son in the production of the Holy 
Spirit must not be excluded. Later on the Eastern 
and Latin representations of the doctrine of the Pro- 
cession of the Holy Spirit may be compared to two 
streams going ever further and further part. If we go 
higher up, we come to the one stream from which 
they both proceeded. The first sign of a separation 
is to be found, as has been said, in S. Maximus. 
The reason why the two parts have ever gone fur- 
ther and further apart is that foreign interests were 
intermingled, and the opposition was purposely 
intensified. But a certain amount of theological 
liberality may make an understanding even, now 
possible. And by theological liberality, I mean 
that we should not slavishly bind ourselves to the 
technical theological expressions, and that neither 
side should wish to press upon the other its own 
modes of expression. 

Professor Ossinin has disputed the distinction 
which I made between haropevea-Oai and procedere. 
And not unreasonably : I ought not to have said 
tlte Latins, but some, and those the more acute 
Latins had used procedere in a somewhat different 

sense from iiaropevea-Oai, 

In representing this doctrine, in which we stand 
face to face with the Divine Infinity, we all alike 
can but walk with stumbling or halting feet. To 
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all the expressions borrowed from finite things we 
must always add "but the expression must be un- 
derstood ^€07rp€7ra*s, in a manner worthy of the Al- 
mighty." Perfectly adequate expressions are not in 
our power. Even the universally accepted expres- 
sion ofjLoova-ios at first, as is well known, produced 
many misunderstandings and difficulties. We must 
beware, therefore, of being too stringent in matters 
of wording. 

When Maximus and John of Damascus reject 
the expression that the Holy Ghost proceeds from 
the Son, they wish to keep in view that the Holy 
Ghost is not of the Son in the same way that He 
is of the Father. In earlier times that expression 
was used without hesitation : in the 7th century it 
had begun to give offence in the East, because it 
was feared that the idea might slip in, .that the 
Holy Ghost is of the Son precisely in the sense 
that He is of the Father, an idea which would have 
contradicted- the fundamental conception that the 
Father is the apx^i 'f<*^ fnjyri ttjs ^cott/tos, a conception 
sharply emphasised in the East, while in the West 
more stress was laid upon expressing the relation 
of the three Divine Persons to one another. 

In the passages from the Greek Fathers, which I 
have collected and put together, distinct reference 
is made to an inner and essential relation between 
the Son and the Holy Spirit. In later times the* 
Orientals have not held fast to this point, and have 
specially emphasised two others ; first, that the 
relation between the Father and the Holy Spirit is 
unique and different from the relation between the 

£ 2 
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Father and the Son ; secondly, that a relation exists 
between the Son and the Holy Spirit in respect to 
the temporal mission. Thereupon all expressions 
of the Fathers respecting the essential relation be- 
tween the Son and the Holy Spirit were made to 
refer to this relation in respect to the temporal mis- 
sion. Professor Overbeck has called my attention 
to the fact, that an assembly held at Constantino- 
ple, in answer to the Council of Florence, expressly 
declared that a co-operation of the Son is to be 
understood only of the temporal mission, ir€ft^ts, of 
the Holy Spirit. I think that even Oriental theo- 
logians will allow that that is not the doctrine of 
the Fathers, but a later and one-sided develop- 
ment. 

Ossinin. — Dr. von Dollinger is perfectly right 
when he says that there has been a time when the 
object was to make the difference as sharp as pos- 
sible, and the chasm between us as deep as possi- 
ble. But we enter upon the question in altogether 
a different spirit. We sincerely wish for an under- 
standing, and rejoice over each step that brings us 

nearer to one another. 

•I' 

We Orientals discussed yesterday among our- 
selves the Confession of Faith laid before us by 
Dr. von Dollinger. But it is difficult to master the 
rich material in a short time. The matter is ren- 
dered all the more difficult for us, because in the 
case of individual propositions of the Confession 
it is not stated where and in what connection they 
are found in the given Father. But, in interpreting 
a passage from a Father, the mere wording is not 
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the only thing to be considered. A thorough exe- 
gesis must, over and above this, observe the follow- 
ing rules : — 1. in explaining the less clear passages 
to consider the more clear passages of the same 
Father ; 2. to notice the connection in which the 
passage occurs ; 3. to consider also the special ob- 
ject which the author had in view in writing the 
treatise in question. Further, one must be carefully 
on one's guard against reading one's own ideas into 
a passage ; and, in order to expound the teaching 
of the Fathers, one must not content oneself with 
isolated passages of isolated writers. 

Dr. von Dollinger quotes specially Athanasius, 
Gregory of Nyssa, Basil and Cyril of Alexandria. 
We must arrange the Greek Fathers who treat of 
the doctrine of the Holy Ghost in three groups, 
The first group embraces Athanasius, Basil, and 
the two Gregorys, who wrote after the close of the 
Arian controversy against the Pneumatomachi. 
Cyril forms the centre of the second group, com^ 
bating, as the representative of the Alexandrian 
school, the Nestorianism which grew out of the 
Antiochian school after the second General Coun- 
cil. To the third school belong Maximus and John 
of Damascus, with whom the theological develop- 
ment closes. 

Even after the Council of Nicaea Arianism had 
still to be combated. This was the work of Atha- 
nasius and the three Cappadocians. But they at 
the same time combated the Pneumatomachi, who 
disputed the Divinity of the Holy Spirit (as the 
Arians did that of the Son), and maintained that 
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there was an essential difference between the Son 
and the Holy Spirit ; and, after the essential unity of 
the Logos and the Father had been established, they 
disputed the essential unity of the Second and Third 
Divine Persons. (The Father does not here come 
under discussion). To meet this heresy the orthodox 
Fathers advanced that an essential unity was to be 
believed of the Second and the Third Persons, and 
that, therefore, Homousia with the Son was to be 
ascribed to the Holy Ghost just as the Homousia 
of the Son with the Father had been established. 
S. Athanasius devotes a letter, addressed to Sera- 
pion, specially to the doctrine of the Holy Spirit 
But, in accordance with his main object, he dis- 
cusses chiefly the Church's dogma of the Divinity 
of the Holy Spirit, and says but very little respect- 
ing the Procession. Nevertheless, he frequently 
mentions the Procession of the Holy Spirit from 
the Father, but (so far as I know) never once speaks 
of a Procession of the Holy Spirit from the Soa 
Thus, for instance, he says, in the first letter to Se- 
rapion : " If they (those who blaspheme the Holy 
Ghost) thought rightly of the Logos, they would 
also think in a right manner of the Spirit, who 
proceeds from the Father and as belonging to the 
Son is given by Him (the Son) to the disciples and 
all who believe on Him."* Similarly, in the third 
letter to Serapion — " The Holy Ghost is of God 
and is thus named. But, as the Son is not a crea- 
ture, because He is of God, and not out of nothing, ^ 



Ed. Migne 26,533; see Sylvester, p. 28. 
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it follows of necessity that the Holy Spirit also is 
not a creature, for we confess that He also is of 
God." 

The writings which Athanasius, Basil, and the 
two Gregorys, devote to the Doctrine of the Holy 
Spirit, contain altogether not a few passages which, 
taken by themselves, appear to confirm the opinion 
that the Holy Spirit received His existence from 
the Son. So, for instance, when Athanasius says in 
the first letter to Serapion, " If they (the heretics) 
would not call the Son a creature, on account of 
the unity of the Logos with the Father, why then 
do they call the Holy Spirit a creature, if the Holy 
Spirit has the same unity with the Son as the Son 
has with the Father ? The same relation of property, 
tSton^s, which we found in the case of the Son in 
reference to the Father, we find also in the case of 
the Spirit in reference to the Son. The same rela- 
tion that exists between the Son and the Father 
subsists also between the Spirit and the Son. As 
the Son says, * All that the Father hath is mine,* 
so we find all this in the Spirit also through the 
Son." 

These and similar expressions can no doubt be 
easily explained in the sense of the Filioque: if the 
Spirit stands in the same relation to the Son as the 
Son to the Father, it appears that the simple con- 
clusion to be drawn is, that the Holy Ghost re- 
ceives His existence from the Son, just as the Son 
receives His existence from the Fztther. But if, 
instead of drawing arbitrary conclusions, we first 
grasp the reason why the Fathers of the 4th cen- 
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tury so often insist upon the unity of the Holy 
Spirit with the Son, we see the following ; — ^in as 
much as the representatives of the Church's ortho- 
doxy are defending the doctrine of the Divinity of 
the Holy Ghost against the heretics of that time, 
they must naturally speak more of the unity of the 
Spirit with the Son than of the unity of the Spiiit 
with the Father. The heretics of ther4th century in 
their false doctrines followed the order in which the 
three Divine Persons are always named. First of 
all they endeavoured to shew that there is no essen- 
tial unity between the Father and the Son ; then 
they maintained that the Son and the Holy Ghost 
are in their Essence different. The Fathers had to 
oppose these errors with the corresponding truths, 
and accordingly, when they wished to combat the 
false doctrine of the subordinate, not co-equal, 
position of the Holy Ghost to the Son, they were 
obliged to insist specially on the idea that the Holy 
Spirit and the Son are inseparable and in their 
Divine Essence one. 

Thus much respecting the teaching of the first 
group of Greek Fathers ; respecting the two other 
groups I propose to speak hereafter. 
' Bishop Reinkens, — Not merely the terrible condi- 
tion, just described by Dr. Dollinger, in which we 
find ourselves in confronting 180,000,000 of Chris- 
tians who, under the authority of a chief supposed 
•to be endowed with Divine prerogatives, are ruled 
by 9,000 Jesuits in " corpselike " obedience, — not 
merely my own heart, which yearns for the union of 
all those, who seek and hope for their justification 
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and salvation in the one Mediator between God 
and man, — ^but also the position which I hold, as 
Bishop of the Old Catholics in the German Em- 
pire, obliges me to feel the deepest interest in these 
attempts at reunion. But it is my office which also 
makes me entreat you, gentlemen, to consider that 
I dare not give my assent to an understanding on 
the dogma of the Holy Ghost, which my colleagues 
and I cannot lay before our Synod, with a view to 
its acceptance. And it is impossible for me to 
propose a union of the churches on the basis of an 
agreement to a mere scholastic theological specu- 
lation. 

Reunion can be effected only upon the basis of 
dogma — Le,, of the eternal truth universally recog- 
nised in the Catholic Church,, and of love. With re- 
gard to the Procession of the Holy Spirit nothing else 
is dogma but the article in the Niceno-Constantino- 
politan Creed ; to (TTvrffia) €k tov Uar/D^s tKiropevo- 
ftcvov. In the Western Church, by the command 
6( an Emperor, the addition Filioque (ck tov Yiov) 
was illegally made. This illegality we have now 
acknowledged, and thus this addition is removed 
from its place as a dogma, and the controversy 
ought to be at an end. But the Eastern Church, in 
its Confessio Ortkodoxa^ has on its side not shrunk 
from itself making an addition, which repre- 
sents nothing more than a theological opinion, but 
which is treated by it as a dogma. They have in- 
serted fA/ovov and say — cicsro/Dcvcrai €K /jLOvov rov Uar/Dos. 

No doubt we can accept this insertion theologi- 
cally on account of the explanatory addition, 
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ws €K myy^s koX a/>x^5 O^ottjtos : but this statement, 
widening the meaning of the dogma as expressed 
in the symbolum, can itself become dogma only 
through the decision of an CEcumenical Council, 

But, suppose that there was a difference between 
us not merely in expression, but also in matter : Do 
you then suppose, gentlemen, that in an CEcumenical 
Council, supposing one could take place now as a 
representation of the whole Church, you, with your 
8o,cxx),ooo against 250 or 26o,ooo,cxx) of Chris- 
tians in the West, would obtain an oecumenical 
utterance in your favour ? And, besides this, you 
want the ^* semper^ However, it remains provi- 
sionally that your view, like ours, is only a scho- 
lastic speculation, which cannot, like a dogma, be a 
reason for separation. But an understanding and 
arrangement is mudi to be wished, and I labour for 
it with you heartily. 

Janyschew. — I admit that I have not given years 
of special study to the question which now occu- 
pies us : it was the Old Catholic movement which 
first led me to a closer examination of it. The 
results of this I would put together in the following 
four propositions : — 

1. The Godhead, the Divine attributes, and the 
Divine nature, are the same in all the three Divine 
Persons. From this point of view one cannot 
speak of a separation between the Son and the 
Holy Spirit any more than of a separation between 
the Father and the Holy Spirit. In this we are all 
agreed. 

2. The special property of the First Person is, 
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that He alone is the m^yiy, ama, or o.pxh both of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and that He himself is 
avopxo^- In this sense the two other Persons are 
the production of the First, the Son by Generation, 
the Holy Spirit by Procession. 

3. The special property of the Second Person is, 
that He is the Son, the Only-Begotten, the Logos, 
Who is from all eternity with God, and Who was 
sent into the world, as was also the Holy Spirit 

4. The special property of the Third Person, the 
Holy Spirit, is, that in regard to His existence He 
proceeds from the Father, and in regard to His 
working or manifestation (whether in eternity or in 
time) proceeds not merely from the Father, but 
also from the Son. 

Dr. Dollinger has spoken of two streams in the 
Greek Fathers in reference to the doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit. The second of these streams, the 
view that the Holy Spirit proceeds also from the 
Son, does not spring from the tradition preserved 
in the ancient patristic literature of the Greek 
Church as a doctrine ever firmly held in it ; for, in 
favour of this view, only isolated passages in some 
of the Fathers can be quoted, and even these pas- 
sages do not refer to the existence or to the origin 
of the Holy Ghost, but to his manifestation, to 
His operation, to His beaming forth from the Son. 
The view that this beaming forth refers to the im- 
manent eternal life of the Deity can, with regard to 
expressions of S. Gregory of Nyssa, and of S. 
John of Damascus, for instance, be tolerated with- 
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out scruple in the Church as a theological opinion. 
In this doctrine, it seems to me, lies the chief point 
of difference between us and the Old Catholic 
theologians ; and, if I understand the question 
rightly, I see no reason why this theological opinion, 
as such, should be condemned by the Oriental 
Church. I venture to express this publicly here as 
my own personal conviction. 

Damalas, — Allow me as thoroughly, and as briefly 
as possible, to state my opinion respecting the pre- 
sent condition of the difference with regard to the 
€K7rop€vcris of the Holy Ghost, and respecting the 
only way to an understanding about it. 

A careful investigation of the different phases of 
the controversy respecting the Procession of the 
Holy Ghost, shews that the respective relations of 
the Orientals and Westerns to one another is this : 
— ^that (while the Orientals contented themselves 
with receiving as dogma only what had been 
uttered by our Lord, and admited into the creed by 
CEcumenical Councils as important dogmatic truth) 
a private opinion, originating in the Roman Church, 
and uttered neither by our Lx>rd nor by the 
Apostles, nor again declared by a truly CEcume- 
cal Council to be part of the Christian Faith — 
which Faith, according to the Apostle S. Jude, 
was once delivered to the saints — ^was admitted 
into the symbolum as dogma by the Westerns. 

You will allow me to call the Filioqtie a private 
opinion of a local church, because, as is well known, 
a theological proposition can acquire the character 
of dogma only when (i) it is contained in Holy 
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Scripture, either in so many words or virtually, and 
this an CEcumenical Council has to decide : that is 
the conditio prima sine qua non for the establish- 
ment of a dogma. The function of the Church is 
not to receive and communicate a new revelation 
of Christian truths, but to establish and explain the 
Revelation given once for all by our Saviour. And 
with this the Roman Church agrees, /«/A^<7r;/, when it 
says, ^^cujus {ecclesia) estjudicare de vera sensu et in- 
terpretatione scripturarum sacrarum*^ Consequently 
the Roman Church has first of all the duty of 
proving that the opinion of the eternal cWo/dcvo-i^ 
of the Spirit from the Son is contained in Holy 
Scripture, either in so many words, or according to 
the public sense of the Church, and up to the pre- 
sent time this duty has remained unperformed. A 
theological opinion can acquire the character of dogma 
only when (2) it has been proclaimed as a theoretical 
truth of the Christian religion by the decree of a truly 
CEcumenical Council ; and that also is utterly and 
entirely wanting in the case of the Filioque^ as you 
also acknowledge. 

But as neither of these sources of dogma say 
anything about it, it was altogether insufficient that' 
the Roman Church should quote isolated testimo- 
nies piece-meal from the Fathers, which can only 
be explained and understood from their connexion 
with the whole, and from the authentic doctrine of 
the Church ; because, without doubt, the great 
general agreement of the Fathers with the word 
of our Lord and the Creed of the Catholic Church 
is more than sufficient to explain even such expres- 
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sions, as seem to deviate from it, according to the 
general belief and defined dogma of the Church. 
You know that Theodoret called upon S. Cyril of 
Alexandria to define in what sense he called the 
Ilvcv/ia iSiov Tov Ylov, and that he added, if Cyril 
calls the Holy Spirit oiioov^iov fStov tov Yiov, he ex- 
presses himself orthodoxly ; but if he says l^ Yioi; 
Ti)v vTap^Lv €xov, he pXa(r<f>rf/x€i. Thereupon S. Cyril 
answers that he acknowledges, in accordance with 
our Lord's words, that the Holy Spirit iKiropeverai 
from the Father, but is not dXXSrpcov tov Yiov . (as 
Nestorius maintained) Kara tov t^s ova-ias (not there- 
fore rrjs virdp^€(os) \6yov. 

This and much other ancient testimony point 
quite plainly to the view generally prevailing in the 
ancient church, according to which co-operation of 
the Son in the eforopeva-is of the Holy Ghost was 
never affimed, and indeed cou/d not be, for our 
Lord Himself expressly excludes it, when He says, 

Srav 5^ lA^ o TapaKkrjros, ov iyw T€fi\//(a vfitv rrapa tov 
Uarpos f SC. Aa^wv), to irvevfia rrj^ dXrjOiiaSf o irapa rov 

liarpos kKvop€-u€Tai. This last clause is manifestly 
an explanation why our Lord must receive the 
Holy Spirit from the Father, because the Father is 
the a^Tta of the Spirit, and because He belongs to 
Him alone, as such, in a way in which He does not 
at all belong to the Son. 

Therefore, to convince us of the correctness of 
this theologumenon would be possible, only if it 
were possible clearly to prove this eKTopeva-is from 
the Son, and the co-operation of the Son in the 
production of the Holy Spirit (ij out of Holy 
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Scripture, and (2) out ofthe decree of an CEcumeni- 
cal Council, or at least out of a consensus of the 
Fathers previous to the schism ; and the duty of 
proving this to us remains, I repeat, still unper- 
formed by the Roman Church ; probably because 
the proof is no easy matter. 

But, in conclusion, I must add further, something 
of great moment. I have spoken of the Filioque 
as a theologumenon, because I regarded it from 
the standpoint of the one undivided Catholic 
Church, and in accordance with the manner in 
which the Church separated dogmas from theolo- 
gumena. Up to the present time the Westerns 
retain the Filioque in the Symbolum, although they 
acknowledge that it gained admittance there as 
dogma in an illegitimate and, so to speak, not Old 
Catholic way ; consequently, the necessary prelimi- 
naries for further examination and discussion are 
wanting, if you do not remove the Filioque from 
the Symbolum in accordance with your admission. 
Only when you regard it as merely a theologume- 
non can it be freely examined in the way just now 
indicated, and its true inner character be shewn 
both out of Holy Scripture, and also out of the 
consensus of the Fathers. We, therefore, pray our 
Lord God, Who has brought you to the true view, 
that the Filioque was not introduced into the Creed 
in a legitimate and regular way, to enlighten us 
all by His Spirit through all further means and 

steps, by which the /iccroTOtxov rov <l>payfiov XvOrja-erai, 

and we all shall exult that we have no other as our 
sole light and our sole guide in matters of faith 
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than Holy Scripture, as it is understood by the 
CEcumenical Councils and by the consensus of the 
holy Fathers. May God bring this to pass. 

Dbllinger. — In essential points we have come 
closer to one another, and the hope of an under* 
standing has increased. We may say that we are al- 
ready agreed on three quarters of the matter in con- 
troversy. In coming to a complete understanding, 
with regard to what is still in dispute, discussions in 
a large assembly are less calculated to succeed than 
the formation of a Committee of two or three from 
each of the three parties, Orientals, Anglicans and 
Germans, whose duty it will be to formulate pro- 
positions expressing our common convictions and 
lay them before the Meeting. 

Rhossis. — My study of the Fathers, and of the 
history of dogma with regard to the doctrine 
of the Procession of the Holy Spirit, and of 
the relation of the Son to the same, has led me to 
the following results. The Fathers know only one 
dpxfi or irqyriy or atTia of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost — viz., the Father. According to certain 

Fathers to Ilvev/ia to ayiov €k Harpus Bi Ylov, or 
wpoturiv &c Harpbs Kal Bi* Ylov irpoturtv or iriifyrivey, ckAci/a- 
irct, <l>av€povTai, ir/90KV9-T€t, vi/xirera^f xoprfyurai, 'Ekto- 

p€V€(rdai expresses rather the principle, the origin, 
and source of existence, irpoXivai rather the eternal 
and also temporal activity. The hatin procedere 
does not exactly correspond to the Greek ckvo- 
/9€V€o><?at, which on account of the preposition €k 
signifies rather the source of existence. Nothing 
short of Augustine's priucipa/iter procedere exactly 
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corresponds to the Greek €K7rop€V€a-0ai. Accordingly, 

when the Fathers say, to Uvcvfia to aytov iiaropeverai 
he liarpos St* Ytov, or irpocMriv €K Uarphs Bi* Ylov, we 

must (following their doctrine of one Source or 
Cause in the Godhead) understand this in the sense 
that the Holy Spirit has the Principle or Cause of 
His existence in the Father, while the Son also 
participates in the activity of the Spirit in eternity 
as well as in time. 

In conclusion Dr. Dollinger*s proposal respecting 
the formation of a Committee was adopted. 



SIXTH CONFERENCE. 

Friday, August 13TH— Afternoon. 

After some discussion. Canon Liddon, Mr. Mey- 
rick, and Dr. Nevin were chosen members of the 
Committee, 

TAe Bishop of Gibraltar, — ^^In drawing up a 
formula to express our belief respecting this very 
mysterious subject we ought, as far as possible, to 
confine ourselves to the exact words of Scripture. 
After the controversies which have split Christen- 
dom in two on this question, it is perhaps not 
possible to limit ourselves altogether to biblical 
expressions. But we can find no better rule than 
that which one of the English martyrs lays down 
in writing upon Predestination : — *^ In these things 
I am so fearful, that I cannot say more^ nay, cannot 

F 
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speak otherwise, than as the text itself leads me by 
the hand." Had Christians always held to a rule 
like this, had they been content to leave undefined 
what is not defined in Holy Scripture, had they 
refrained from speculation about what transcends 
the compass of our faculties, the Church of Christ 
would have been preserved from those divisions, of 
the healing of which we now almost despain It 
will be said, and in a certain sense said with justice, 
that by the discussion of this subject we are again 
fanning into a flame an already extinct controversy, 
and that, if our movement is to win sympathy in 
Germany and England, and attract larger circles, 
we must turn our attention to subjects which have 
a more living interest, go direct to the heart, and 
touch the religious life of Christian people. No 
doubt the controversy respecting iki^FiUoqtu has still 
so much life, interest, and reality, that it forms a 
wall of partition between the Eastern and the 
Western Church. But if our cause is to have good 
success, the subjects discussed in an assembly such 
as this ought, it seems to me, to be more on the 
level of modern views and interests, and stand in 
closer connection with the real needs of the Chris- 
tian world. 

Dollinger. — The formulas, upon which the mem- 
bers of the Committee shall agree, we may call 
" Articles of Agreement." In them we must accept 
what is most pleasing to the Orientals, if it does 
not contradict our convictions. After conversations 
which I have had with the Orientals, I hold a real, 
not^merely an apparent understanding, to be pos- 
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sible. The Orientals hold it to be admissible to 
teach that there is an eternal relation between the 
Son and the Holy Spirit Respecting the mode of 
expression we may venture, I think, to be liberal, — 
in verbis simus fadles^ — if we do not play false with 
our convictions in the matter. 

Let us see, therefore, how far we can go in our 
concessions. Shall we take Canon Liddon's pro* 
posal by way of a beginning ? 

Canon Liddon then read his proposal* once more, 
adding some explanatory remarks. 

MacColL — In the remarks of the Bishop of 
Gibraltar there is a great deal of truth, but not 
the whole truth. No doubt it would be much 
better if we could express our theological defini- 
tions in the words of Scripture itself. The 
aspiration, however, supposes an ideal condition 
of the Christian family. But unhappily we are no 
longer in Paradise. The curse of sin and of imper* 
fection weighs us down, and strife reigns where 
harmony ought to prevail. The Church would gladly 
have expressed her faith in the briefest and simplest 
language had she not been attacked by heresy. Of 
the 6fioov<rtoi of the Nicene Council it may be 
truly said that Arius was its father. For the 
Arians accepted all the biblical expressions relat- 
ing to the Son, and gave them an heretical signifi- 
cation.. Thus the Church was compelled in self- 
defence to protect the Christian Faith with a definition 
which stopped every loophole for Arian sophistry. 

* See above, p. 38. 

F 2 
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Again, I cannot unreservedly admit that the 
question about the Procession of the Holy Spirit 
is an extinct controversy, and has no practical 
meaning. I hold it to be one of the most practical 
questions of the present time. What is the great 
hindrance to the spread of Christ's Kingdom at 
home and in heathen lands } Intelligent heathen 
have told Christian missionaries first to agree 
among themselves what Christianity is, before they 
travel over land and sea to spread their Faith. 
And with regard to the "spirit of the age," we 
must try this spirit, whether it be of God. The 
spirit of the age is something very variable, and 
therefore the position which Christians must assume 
towards it must be different in different ages. 

In supporting Dr. Liddon's motion I venture to 
state in few words what I hold to be the kernel of 
the question. We have conceded to the Orientals 
that the addition of the Filioque to the Creed is 
not to be justified on ecclesiastical principles. We 
also agree with them that the Father alone is the 
THYfi] T^s OeorqTos, the Fount of the Godhead, and 
that there is only one dpxrj in the Godhead. As it 
seems, we are now also agreed that a Procession of 
the Holy Spirit, other than, and prior to the tem- 
poral mission is to be received. It is very difficult 
on so very mysterious a subject to make oneself in- 
telligible ; but I will make the attempt, — of course 
with the proviso, that the expressions used are 
to be understood in a strictly theological sense. 

The Father is the unoriginated, absolute Source 
of the Godhead. From Him and from Him alone. 
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as the absolute «/>x^> the two other Persons of the 
Trinity proceed. He generates the Son, and im- 
parts to Him the whole Essence of the Godhead, 
with the sole exception of the Personal attributes 
of the Father. He breathes forth the Holy Spirit 
and imparts to Him — after the Son (in order, but 
not in time) — the fulness of the Godhead, with the 
sole exception of the Personal attributes of the 
Father and of the Son. We can therefore say, 
that the Holy Spirit receives from the Father the 
Essence of the Father. But inasmuch as the Divine 
Essence, one and indivisible in the three Persons, 
was imparted to the Son (in order, but not in time) 
before the Holy Spirit, it is allowable to say, that 
the Holy Spirit proceeds eternally from the Father 
and the Son, because He proceeds from the Father 
as the absolute and unoriginated Source of the 
Trinity ; and also from the Son, since He proceeds 
from that Essence which exists one and indivisible 
in the three Persons of the Trinity, but which is in 
the Father as the Source of the Godhead, and which 
the Holy Spirit receives from the Father through 
the Son. 

Brooke, — Will you allow a layman to remark, 
that I have waited in vain for a scriptural authority 
for the expression "from* the Son?" No doubt 
the expression " of one Substance with " is also n ot 
in the Bible, but yet it can easily be proved fr om 
passages in the Bible. With regard to the Proces- 
sion of the Holy Spirit, we ought to confine our- 

• In the German the word is through, but it is a mistake. 
—Ed. 
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selves to what the New Testament says of the tempo- 
ral mission^ viz., that He proceeds from the Father. 

Dollinger, — The Greek as well as the Latin 
Fathers base their doctrine on scriptural authority, 
and we may venture to make dogmatic statements 
not couched in the words of Scripture. If we pro- 
posed to the Orientals to ignore the Fathers and 
Councils, they would have nothing to do with us. 

Liddon, — If the last speaker but one will read 
Bishop Pearson's work on the Creed, he will find 
that our statement of the dog^a is deduced by a 
series of necessary conclusions from passages of 
Holy Scripture. 

May, — We ought to accept the Niceno-Constan- 
tinopolitan Creed without the Filioque as a basis of 
intercommunion. At the conversion of Mr. Ffoulkes 
that form was recognised by the English Church as 
admissible. I agree to Canon Liddon's propositions, 
but find a slight ambiguity in them» which might 
be avoided by saying at the close of the first pro- 
position, " proceeds essentially from the Son." I 
have nothing to say even against the ^vov of the 
Confessio Orthodoxa^ but I should like, — ^personally 
I am a decided Filkxjuist,— to see our Western 
form somewhat more strongly secured. 

Meyrick. — I propose to amend Dr. Liddon's pro- 
positions thus : — 

" We believe and confess that the Holy Ghost 
issues (€icxop€i»era«) eternally from the Father alone, 
Who is the Fountain of Deity, and that He pro- 
ceeds (procedit) eternally from the Father through 
the Son. 

" We acknowledge that the original form of the 
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Niceno-Constantinopolitan ought never to have 
been altered, and, while we retain in that Creed 
the formula that the Holy Ghost proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, subject to a decision made 
by sufficient authority, we declare that we do not 
believe in two Principles in the Deity, but that we 
hold the doctrine of Monarchia." 

Ne%)in, — I must ask leave to inquire what I am 
to understand by a ** truly CEcumenical Council ** 
and a " sufficient authority." Does the former 
mean a happy family of Greeks and Latins, 
Vaticanists and Methodists ? Or does any one 
believe it to be in the remotest degree possible 
that a truly CEcumenical Council can again 
assemble? And is a "sufficient authority" such 
a one as that which inserted the Filioque f In that 
case I do not see why the General Convention of 
the American Church should not be competent to 
remove it. 

Liddan, — By a truly CEcumenical Council I 
understand a Council in which the whole Epis- 
copate of the Church takes part, or which is after- 
wards accepted by the collective Episcopate, and 
the members of which are in their deliberations 
free to represent their dogmatic convictions. 
A Council can be a General Council without 
being CEcumenical. The Council of Trent was 
a General Council ; but it spoke only in the 
name of a portion of Catholic Christendom, and 
therefore was not CEcumenical. Since the Refor- 
mation those portions of the Western Church which 
became separated from the Roman See always 
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appealed to a free CEcumenical Council Such a 
Council is the highest authority which Christ has 
left behind upon earth, and certainly its sanction is 
requisite in order to remove the Filioque from the 
Western Creed. We all know that the Filioque 
was inserted in an irregular way. But we also 
believe that it expresses a revealed truth with 
regard to the Divine Nature which can be deduced 
by a chain of necessary reasoning from Holy Scrip- 
ture, and is sufficiently testified to by tradition 
from the earliest times. Now that the expres- 
sion of this truth has been for so many centuries 
incorporated with the Niceno-Constantinopolitan 
Creed throughout the whole West, to expel it would 
g^ve offence to believing minds in Western Christen- 
dom, and perhaps would have still worse conse- 
quences. The rectification of an ecclesiastical 
irregularity is by no means all that is involved. 
The expulsion of the Filioqtie from the Creed 
would in many circles produce the impression that 
God had not really revealed a relation of the Son 
to the eternal Procession of the Holy Spirit from 
the Father. It is a much less serious thing to 
commit such a *' wrong " — to use that expression — 
than to rectify it. Facilis descensusy but the return 
is perilous. I do not for one moment believe that 
the General Convention of the American Church 
would be competent to remove the Filioque from 
the Creed, and I hope it will not do it. 

An CEcumenical Council in the present condition 
of the Church may seem to be an improbable event. 
But we live in an age of surprises, and he who 
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believes that Almighty God does not less guide 
His Church in its divided state than He did of old, 
will not believe that Vaticanism, or errors of an 
opposite kind, will always hold captive so many 
upright and God-loving souls as now. In any case 
let me most earnestly warn you against a hasty 
step, which might perplex or shake the faith of 
many in revealed truths respecting the Being of 
God. 

Dollinger, — ^The conclusion of Dr. Liddon's state- 
ment, in which the supposition of two Principles is 
rejected, is scarcely likely to content the Orientals. 
Such a statement has been repeatedly tendered by 
the Latins at former reunion-negotiations, but has 
not been accepted by the Greeks as sufficient. 
Turrecremata even proposed to them a solemn 
condemnation of the doctrine of two Principles. 

Meyrick, — ^The Archbishop of Syra also stated 
that such a statement would be insufficient. 

Howson. — I am afraid that Canon Liddon's pro- 
positions will give occasion to new controversies, 
and therefore I recommend my own shorter motion.* 
I do not share the fear that the removal of the 
Filioque may endanger people's belief in the Trinity. 
In the American Church the removal is desired by 
large numbers ; as I understand, 56 dioceses have 
commissioned their representatives to vote for the 
restoration of the original form of the Creed. I do 
not see how one can claim for the Filioque a quasi- 
oecumenical character. So far as I know, it was a 



* See above, p. 41. 
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national Council which decreed the addition of the 
words, an infallible Pope who refused to sanction it, 
and another who approved it. The possibility of 
a truly CEcumenical Council is of course not to be 
dreamed of. 

Lord Plunket. — I fancy our Conferences have in 
view the reunion of Christendom, not merely the 
reunion of Churches. Canon Liddon's proposal 
seems to me to be open to grave objection : it is 
calculated to increase the number of dogmas, and 
therefore not calculated to further our object. I 
should consider the simple removal of the Filioque 
as more likely to do so, 

Schaff, — It is a bold undertaking to wish in a 
few hours to put an end to a strife which has lasted 
a thousand years, and which to this day divides the 
two largest communions in the Church as two hos- 
tile camps. Nevertheless, every step which leads 
us nearer to a Christian union in truth and love is 
of great value ; and much is already won when, as 
here, members of different Churches and men of 
opposite views meet together in the spirit of peace, 
without thoughts of hierarchic and sectarian aims 
in the background, and come to an understanding 
respecting the limits to possibilities of union, the 
unitas in necessariis and the libertas in dubiis. 
Although I do not belong to the inner circle of 
this episcopal CEcumenical Council in miniature, 
still I have a deep interest in it, and wish its efforts 
after reunion success with all my heart. The grand 
and beautiful idea of Christian and ecclesiastical 
unity wins its way from various sides and in 
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various forms, whether as a free tie among Chris- 
tians or as an official tie in Churches, more and 
more towards being realised and proved ; and these 
various attempts do not exclude, but complete one 
another, and at last all of them aim at the self- 
same goal. Your Conference takes its stand upon 
the honourable basis of the ancient undivided 
CEcumenical Church. You have done well to go 
back from the later divisions to the common stem. 
But even there you will not be able to remain 
stationary. One must ascend from stem to root, 
from stream to source, from illumination to inspira- 
tion, from the fathers to the grandfathers, from the 
Reformers and Fathers to the Apostles and Christ 
Himself. And in this common centre of all believers 
all reunion-movements will at last meet and come 
to an understanding:— 

*' £s kommt der durstige Geist auf Wegen der Erfahrung 
Durch Ueberlieferungsgrund zum Quell der Offenbarung." 

Each advance in the history of the Church is 
dependent on a deepening of the normative begin- 
ning, and a regeneration in the life-giving waters of 
the GospeL But no element of the True and the 
Beautiful which history has produced in East or 
West, in Antiquity, Middle Ages, or Modem Times, 
can be lost, but remains as a constituent part of the 
experience and inexhaustible riches of Christen- 
dom, 

The Filioque controversy has little interest for 
Western Christendom ; but is a question of life and 
death for the Orientals, and therefore has been 
awakened out of its grave at this Conference. It 



s 
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has three sides, an exegetic, an historic, and a 
dogmatic. 

I. The exegetic question, to which one ought 
first to go back, turns upon the interpretation of 
certain passages in the farewell discourses of Jesus. 
According to this highest Authoritythe Holy Ghost 
"proceedeth from the Father" (S. John xv. 26), 
and is sent by the Father and the Son (xiv. 26 ; 
XV. 26; cp, xvi. 6). This scriptural truth, in the 
simplest meaning of the words, is sufficient for an 
Article of Faith and a basis of intercommunion. 
And that ought before everything to be recognised. 
The " Procession " (which our Lord expresses as a 
present act by cmroprarai) has reference probably 
to theTrinityas existing from eternity, and thus to an 
inner process of the Godhead, corresponding to the 
eternal Generation of the Son. The " mission," of 
which our Lord speaks as of something future, and 
which He makes dependent upon His return to the 
Father, belongs certainly to the Trinity as revealed, 
and had its first beginning at Pentecost. But many 
recent critics make the Procession also to refer to 
the historical work of salvation, which John had 
especially in view, and on which, therefore, the 
chief weight is to be laid. The latter is a matter 
of scientific ex^esis and theological speculation, 
and this must be left free. 

Accordingly, neither the " alone " of the Greek 
Church, nor the " and from the Son " of the Latin 
Church, is scriptural, as far as the Procession of the 
Spirit is concerned (for as regards the double mission 
both parties are agreed). Both of these expressions 
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are an addition of man's, which must not be made 
a constituent element of the dogma. The Church 
has no right to go beyond the contents of Holy 
Scripture in her creeds. A creed ought to be no 
system of dogma, but merely the contents of the 
Divine Revelation put together in the most clear 
and popular form possible, and ought to confine 
itself to what is matter of Faith. 

2. The historical and canonical question must be 
decided unreservedly in favour of the Oriental 
Church. It is a simple fact, attested by Popes 
themselves, — Leo III. amongst others, — that the 
Filioque is a much later and an uncanonical 
addition of the Latin Church to the Niceno- 
Constantinopolitan Creed, which ought never to 
have been altered, at any rate not without the 
consent of the Oriental Church, the actual author 
of this Creed ; for at the second GEcumenical 
Council of 381, which gave the Nicene Creed its 
present form, the Western Church was not repre- 
sented at all. It would, therefore, be a simple act 
of historic justice to turn the Filioque out of 
the Creed again, and use the Creed in its 
original form. It is always a perilous thing to 
klter anything in a public Confession of Faith, as 
the history of the Augsburg Confession shows, the 
altering and improving of which, although done 
by the author himself, caused nothing but confu- 
sion. 

3. The dogmatic or metaphysical question re- 
specting the Procession of the Holy Spirit loses 
itself in the inscrutable region of the inner- 
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trinitarian processes of the eternal Godhead. In 
the coarse of time two forms of doctrine have 
arisen. The Greek Church lays great weight upon 
the Monarchy of the Father as the one Foundation 
of the Godhead, and draws a strongly marked 
difference between the eternal Procession of th^ 
Spirit and His temporal mission. Accordingly, it 
teaches that the Procession is from the Father 
alone, and regards this Procession as the specific 
peculiarity or property of the Spirit, with which the 
Son has no more to do than the Spirit has to do 
with the eternal Generation of the Son. The 
Western Church since Augustine's time came, in 
the interests of the ofioovo-tov, and by a widening of 
the idea of the Processio^ to the doctrine of the 
double Procession of the Spirit, and at the same 
time employed the Filioque to connect this doctrine 
with the Soteriology which was never fully de- 
veloped in the Greek Church. 

The one side holds strictly to the Nicene doc- 
trine of the Trinity, which contains a survival of 
Subordinationism, the other to the Augustinian 
doctrine, which completely co-ordinates the Three 
Persons, and has found so clear an expression in 
the Athanasian Creed. 

In both directions one meets with speculative 
difHculties, which man's limited faculties perhaps 
can never solve, any more than one can exhaust 
the ocean with a bucket. For here we stand before 
the limitless Ocean of the Deity. Therefore we 
ought humbly to confess how fragmentary our 
knowledge is, and humility and love ought to 
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bring us closer together. Both views have elements 
of truth and justice in them, and are untrue only in 
their exclusivcness, From time to time also they 
have approximated, the Oriental Church by the 
addition 5«a tov Yiov, the Western by the princu 
paliter (a Patre) of Augustine. The Processio Spi- 
ritus a Patre per Filium is the form of compromise 
most likely to be accepted, and might win the 
approval even of the Orientals ; whereas they will 
never admit a co-ordinate double Procession. Such 
an admission would be a surrender of their whole 
history. But alongside of this compromise a differ- 
ence of conception will nevertheless remain, and 
this ought to be left unchecked within the limits of 
scriptural truth acknowledged by all 

The union of the future must leave untouched a 
great multiplicity of personal, national, and denomi- 
national peculiarities. We do not want an absorp- 
tive union or a dead uniformity, but a living unity 
in liberty, and liberty in unity. 

We must recognise the infinite fulness of Divine 
truth and the necessary limits of human concep- 
tions, and learn to respect and love one another on 
the basis of truth, in spite of different conceptions 
and habits. We need a simple and broad basis of 
union. The days of theological narrowness and 
intolerance are past. No union without liberty, no 
truth without love. Christ is the solution of all 
problems in the history of the Church, and the 
nearer we approach to Him, the nearer we are to 
one another, and therefore the nearer to the goal ot 
union. 
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I b^ to tender the following proposition to 
serve as material for discussion : — 

We believe and confess in agreement with the 
Sacred Scriptures that the Holy Spirit proceeds 
from the Father (John xv. 26) and is sent by th^ 
Father and the Son (John xiv. 26 ; xv. 26 ; xvi. 7), 
and that this scriptural truth is sufficient as the 
substance of a dogma and a basis of Church 
Union. 

Langdon, — ^We confidently leave the matter in 
the hands of the Committee, and on our sides will 
pray the Holy Spirit to grant them His assistance 
in their deliberations about His eternal Procession. 



FIRST SITTING OF THE COMMITTEE. 

Saturday, August 14TH— Morning. 

Present : DoUinger, Bishop Reinkens, Langen ; 
Archbishop Lykurgos, Anastasiadis, Bryennios, 
Janyschew, Ossinin ; Liddon, Meyrick, and Nevin. 
Secretaries : Reusch, Kir6eff, and Broade. 

DoUinger^ after asking God's assistance in the 
work to be begun, first of all read tl^ following 
propositions, drawn up by himself: — 

We agree in the following points : — 

1. In the acceptance of the Creeds and dogmatic 
decisions of the ancient undivided Church. 

2. In the recognition that the addition of the 
Filioque to the Symbolum was not made in a 
canonical way, and might be again removed by 
a future truly (Ecumenical Council. 
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3. We adhere oa all sides to the form given in the 
writings of S. John of Damascus to the doctrine 
of the Holy Spirit, as to the one in which the 
tradition of the Fathers is faithfully reproduced. 

4. We reject every notion and every mode of ex- 
pression in whidi in any way the acceptance of 
two Principles,' or apx>( ^i* ^Ma^n in the Triiyty 
would be involved. 

5. If by the word ''proceed'* (ciora^io'fei) bunder- 
stood that relation of dependence^ or derivation^ 
by virtue of which the Holy Ghost is and pos- 
sesses all that He is and has through the original 
communication of Essence by the Father to thie 

^ Second Person of the Trinity no less than to the 
Third, — then it is correct to teach with the Con^ 
fessio Orthodaza that the Holy Ghost proceeds 
from the Father aloney as the Squroe and Prin- 
ciple of the vriiole Godhead* 

6. But since the Divine Logos or Son, as the con- 
substantial Image of the Father, is not excluded 
from that eternal operation or activity through 
which the Spirit has Personal existence, — ^the 

. Fathers teach, and we with them, that it is 
orthodox to say that the Holy Ghost proceeds 
from the Father through the Son (Cyril), and 
that this expression is dogmatically more exact 
than that of the Procession frpm Both. 

7. They likewise teach, and we with them, that 
between the Son and this: Holy Ghost there 
exists the relation of ani eternal communica- 
tion of Essence, describing this relation by ex- 
pressions such as tbesp : — the Spirit is to thi^ 

G 
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Son as the Son to the Father (Cyril) ; the Spirit 
rests (ayamnicTai) in the Son ; He is eternally 
beamed forth from the Son (&Xa|A^is) ; He is 
breathed forth from the mouth of the Logos, 
Who is the mouth of the Father ; the Son is the 
Source, from which the Holy Spirit flows ; the 
Spirit is the very Spirit of the Son ; He is con- 
substantial with the Son (6/ioovo>cos). But accord- 

* ing to Basil and Cyril Homousia exists only in 

* the case of Persons, One of Whom is derived from 
; the Other. 

He then read the propositions drawn up by 
Liddon, Howson, Meyrick, Langdon, and May. 
(Those of the last two never came under discus- 
sion, and will be found in the Appendix.) Finally, 
he read the following propositions put forward by 
the Orientals : — 

1. We believe and confess, on the basis of Holy 
Scripture and seven CEcumenical Councils, that 
the Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father. 

2. In this Procession, whereby the Holy Ghost has 
His existence (rd efvou, tijv {jvap^w Ixci), all partici- 
pation of the Son is excluded. 

3. On the other hand, it may be left to theol(^cal 
speculation to decide how those passages in cer- 
tain of the Holy Fathers are to be explained, 
where an eternal relation (not of viro/afis, but of 

^ licAxi/1^19, cK^vo-i^, irpot€vai) of the Holy Ghost 

through the Son is mentioned. 

No objection was raised to the first proposition. 

The second was designated by Dr. DoUinger, with 

^the assent of others, as one which no Western 
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theologian could accept, dnd which would create a 
new obstacle in the way of reunion. He added 
that the proposition, moreover, contradicted the 
doctrine of the Greek Fathers^ especially Cyril of 
Alexandria. On the other hand, the Orientals 
endeavoured to show that the Greek Fathers do 
not teach a participation of the Son in the virap^it, 
but only in the IxXafi^it or ^KifMvirit, which must be 
kept quite distinct from the vvap^^t. 

Finally, they proceeded to discuss the proposi- 
tions drawn up by Dr. DoUinger. The first was 
accepted with an amendment 

Against the second half of the second proposition 
(''and might be again removed by a future truly 
CEcumenical Council ") objection was raised by the 
Orientals, that it did not require a decision of an 
OEcumenical Council to remove an addition unlaw« 
fully made to the Symbolum. It was decided to 
omit the second half of the proposition. 

In the third proposition the English theologians 
wished, instead of John - of Damascus (who was 
regarded by many as a Father of the Greek rather 
than of the Catholic Church), to see one of the 
older Fathers, of undisputed reputation in the whole 
Church, mentioned, — Cyril of Alexandria, for in- 
stance. It was also proposed to name a more 
ancient Father along with John of Damascus. The 
following in particular were named by some, 
objected to by others : — Cyril, Epiphanius, Basil, 
Gregory of Nazianzen, Didymus. It was finally 
determined, instead of John of Damascus, to say 
the Fathers of the undivided Church in general. 

G 2 
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The fourth proposition was accepted without 
discussion. Respecting the remaining propositions, 
nothing was decided. (For the four propositions 
as finally revised and accepted see below, p, 88). 

Dr. DoUinger undertook to report to the Con- 
ference in the afternoon the decisions of the Com- 
mittee. He then announced his intention of once 
more speaking on the validity of English Orders ; 
and to this the Orientals agreed, as soon as he had 
remarked that there was no intention of putting 
the question to the vote, with a view t!0 a decidon 
on it, but merely of ventilating it 



SEVENTH CONFERENCE. 

Saturday, August 14TH— Afternoon. 

DoUinger. — ^The Committee elected by this meet- 
ing has been at work the whole morning, but has 
not yet ended its labours. As yet only a beginning 
has been made, but such a one as to inspire us with 
the hope of making further progress. The Com- 
mittee will continue its deliberations to-morrow. 
Consequently, the Conference cannot, as was origi- 
nally intended, end to day. 

We have, up to the present moment, come to an 
agreement on four Articles. Before I read them, I 
will make a few general remarks, which may serve 
to make a correct estimate of the Articles more 
easy of attainment 

It might seem bold, almost presumptuous, and 
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at any rate hopeless, to attempt in so short a time 
to s(^e a question, which for centuries has caused 
so great- a division in Christendom. In fact, we 
have to deal with a controversy which is exactly a 
tihousaod years old. The chief blame lies, as I 
have shown, on the Roman Church : but even those 
Churches which have separated from her have as 
yet not come to an understanding with the Eastern 
Church. But we have all of us come together here 
with more or less'Confident hopes of an understand- 
ing; and I think that we have good reason for such 
hopes. 

The history of religion teaches us to recognise it 
as to a certain degree an historical law, that great 
religious contests are carried on for centuries with- 
out the solution of the controversy appearing pos- 
sible ; but tiien a time comes in which the causes 
which made the ^rife bitter and a shelving of k 
hopeless, fall away, and then what has been for 
centuries an impossibility becomes possible. Let 
me remind you of the great contest which Arianism 
provoked in the 4th century, and which continued 
in the West till well into the /di century, because 
the German peoples had received Christianity in 
Ae Arian form. After the contest had been car- 
ded on for a long time very violently, Arianism 
became wholly extinct. A time came when the 
general conviction asserted itself; — this fight is 
fought out ; what the truth isy is now no longer 
doubtful 

Thus in all great religious controversies there at 
last comes a time when the consciousness becomes 
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generally vivid that the points in which people 
agree, or can arrive at an understanding, are the 
essential ones, while those in which an agreement 
cannot be reached are the less essential Many of 
us in different parts of the Church have come to 
the conviction, that in the case of the great contest 
respecting the Procession of the Holy Spirit also 
the situation has changed 

I have already shown how the Vatican Council 
has contributed to this change of situation. The 
Oriental Churches have nothing to fear now, and 
nothing to fear from us, as that hierarchic projects 
are combined vdth the attempt to justify the Wes* 
tern form of doctrine. Formerly, in negotiations 
for reunion all that prevailed, as a rule, was an un* 
savoury mixture of religious and irreligious motives* 
Political influences, influences of both ecclesiastical, 
and civil politics, have operated primarily upon th* 
Roman Church, but in the case of other Churches 
also. For instance, it stood in the way of an 
understanding between the Orientals and the Eng* 
lish Church, that the Orientals had to say : What 
we concede to the English Church is an advantage 
to the Roman Church also, and she will turn it to 
account to advance hierarchic interests. In a poli** 
tical point of view also the position of the Oriental 
Church is more favourable now than formerly ; she 
now enjoys the protection of the mighty Russian 
Empire, and has no longer any oppression to fear 
from the West. 

A glance back at the past, therefore^ ought not 
to deprive us of courage. But everywhere a great 
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revutskm has taken place in men's minds, not 
specially in reference to the question of the Proces- 
sion of the Holy Ghost (which lies far from the 
public mind, and as a rule interests theologians 
only), but in religious matters generally. You, 
Gentlemen from the East, are as yet less directly 
sensible than we are of the great battle which is 
going on between Christian Faith and Infidelity or 
Materialism* But in this gigantic contest we shall 
all be involved, and we cannot free ourselves from 
the fear that in this contest not merely Christian 
Faith, but also other treasures of culture, which are 
the product of that Faith, might be ruined In the 
presence of this mighty battle,— the feeling forces 
itself upon us all, — ^we must not attach too much 
importance to these purely speculative questions, 
and must not continue to dispute about thenu 
In the face of so great a contest this difference 
appeals to us like an heirloom, which the theologi'^ 
cal spirit of a former age, an age extravagantly 
productive of divisions, has left to us- 

One more circumstance stands us in good stead 
in our efforts. Formerly, even as late as the age 
of the Reformation, a host of religious forgeries 
were in circulation and were very effective. Of tho 
forgeries made in the interests of hierarchy I have 
already spoken on another occasion^ But in con-^ 
section with our present question also forgeries 
have been made, and in former times much 
trouble was frequently taken to detect them. At 
the Council of Florence, where the Pope with 
Cardinals and Bishops,, the, Greek Empeipr and the 
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Patriarch of Constantinople with their Prelate and 
many learned theologians were present, they debated 
for three whole weeks whether a passs^e in S. Basil 
was really spurious or not Against such forgeries, 
such as were perpetrated in great numbers in 
Eastern and Western Church before the invention 
of printing, we are secure, and we need scarcely 
dispute any more about the genuineness of docu- 
ments ; for the critical work is in the main com- 
pleted. This advance has not been made in vain, 
and it stands us in good stead in our discussions. 

I proceed to read the four articles on which the 
Committee have agreed, and which they recoia* 
mend to you for your acceptance : — 

I. We agree in accq>ting the CEcumenical Creeds 
and the d<^matic decisions of the ancient undivided 
Church. 

d. We agree in admitting that the addition of 
the Filioqut to the Symbolum was not made in a 
canonical manner. 

3. We adhere on all sides to the form of the 
doctrine of the Holy Ghost as it is taught by the 
Fathers of the undivided Church. 

4. We reject every notion and every mode of 
expression in which in any way the acceptance of 
two Principles^ or cl/>X*S ^ ftmoi, in the Trinity 
would be involved. 

Union on these four propositions is only a begin* 
ning, but it is a good and very promidng beginning ; 
for it is no inconsiderable agreement wSiich is stated 
in these propositions. 

On the iirst Article I remark that the age of the 
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ancient undivided Church goes down into the 8th 
century ; it is the age of truly CEcumenical Coun- 
cils. The CEcumenical Creeds are those put forth 
by CEcumenical Councils, especially the Niceno^ 
Constantinopolitan. Only those Councils are truly 
QEcumenical at which the Churches of both tongues 
w«re represented. They were all held in the East, 
and their decrees were drawn up in Greek. Since 
the separation between the Eastern and the Wes- 
tern Church an CEcumenical Council has been no 
longer possible. By means of forgeries it was now 
disseminated in the West that any Synod sum- 
moned and conducted by the Pope was equal to 
an CEcumenical Council, and that the Pope had to 
decide on the CEcumenicity of a Council. These 
foi^eries were made at Rome at the beginning of 
the 6th century, — a correspondence between Pope 
Sylvester and the Council of Nicsa, in which the 
Council is represented as praying the Pope to con- 
firm its decrees, and he as granting the request 
That was a most ominous means of estranging the 
two Churches from one another. For the Orientals 
did not acknowledge these forgeries as evidence (to 
add to their false appearance they were only pro- 
duced in Latin), and now became generally sus- 
picious of all witnesses produced by the Latins. 
Not without reason. Again at Florence John of 
Montenegro quoted a pretended passage from 
Cyril of Alexandria in favour of the absolute 
authority of the Pope, which was one of the in- 
' ventions by which Thomas Aquinas had already 
allowed himself to be deceived. 
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From the 8th century onwards the two Churched 
became more and more estranged by the Henoticon 
of Pope Hormisdas, the disputes about the three 
Chapters, about Images, &c. In the 9th century 
begins the controversy about the Holy Spirit, and 
has become worse and worse ever since. After no 
CEcumenical Council had been held for a long time, 
the Popes began in the 12th century to hold mock 
CEcumenical Councils. They never once made an 
attempt to attract the Orientals to these Councils. 
Under Innocent III. Latins were nominated Patri* 
archs and Bishops of Oriental Sees, and then 
regarded as representatives of the Oriental Church I 
It is true that there were Greek Bishops at the 
second Council of Lyons, and at the Council of 
Florence, but only by the wish of the Greek Em* 
perors, and for purely political reasons. 

Thus, not without heavy guilt in those concerned, 
the means of help, which our Lord has given His 
Church in Councils, have been clogged and cripple. 
A really CEcumenical Council is for the present, and 
perhaps will be for a long time to come, impossible: 
What was brought to pass in Rome in 1870 was 
only the simulacrum of a Council, a true trs^ic 
comedy. If the Vatican Council were really to be 
resumed, the Bishops, who already in 1870 were 
allowed no discussion, but merely the opportunity 
of making speeches, would simply have to decree 
what was dictated to them. 

In spite of the helpless condition of Christendont 
at the present time, which makes one look back 
with envy on the time of really (Ecumenical Coun^^ 
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dis, we have still some means of saving ourselves 
left ; these we will use prudently. If our work 
should be only partially successful, we might regard 
it as a favourable omen. Our common foe, the vast 
armies of unbelief, press nearer and nearer. We 
must strain every nerve to avoid leaving open the 
festering wounds which are causing every commu* 
nion in Christendom to languish. If we only suc- 
ceed in closing one of them, our Christian hope 
cannot fail to gain new life thereby. 

We have been induced to accept the second Ar- 
ticle, first of all by the consciousness that here a 
fault had been committed, and, secondly, by the con- 
viction that, in the open admission of this fault, the 
Orientals will recognise our good will, The words 
incorporated in the Niceno-Constantinopolitan 
Creed, " Who proceedeth from the Father '* ought 
to have remained untouched, for they are the words 
of Christ Himself. In a manner the exact nature 
of which cannot be quite clearly shewn, the Filioque 
was inserted in the Creed first in the 6th century 
in Spain. For a long time the Popes struggled 
against the recognition of the added words : it 
was in an age of great theological darkness, the be* 
ginning of the nth century, that the addition 
was accepted in Rome. It may with justice be 
urged against it that it adds the words of men 
to those of our Lord, and that it was arbitrarily 
appended by a portion of the Church to the 
Creed of an CEcumenical Council. The second Ar* 
tide, therefore, merely rectifies, so far as it lies in 
our power to do S0| an old wrong. 
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The third and fourth Articles require no special 
explanation. On the Oriental side it has been 
perhaps supposed that the Western form of doc- 
trine leads with logical necessity to the accept* 
ance of two Principles in God. The fourth article 
has reference to this; it would not be disputed 
even on the Roman side. The Fathers of the 
undivided church, mentioned in the third article, 
are the Fathers down to John of Damascus in- 
clusive. 

Does any one wish to discuss the Articles pro- 
posed by the committee? 

Overb^k. — In the first Article it would be well 
to state the number of the councib recognised as 
oecumenical. With regard to the seventh General 
Council many Anglicans would probably not agree 
with the orthodox. 

DoUinger. — ^There b not the slightest occasion 
to say anything now about the nuniber of the 
CEcumenical Councils. We are speaking now about 
dogmatic decisions ; but the Council of Ephesus, 
for instance, pronounced no dogmatic decisions, 
and even the decrees of the Seventh Council, with 
regard to the use of images, are concerned with 
a matter of discipline and not of faith. 

Overbeck. — ^Tfae matter is not unesisential I know 
of an Anglican clei^man, who went over to the 
Orthodox Church, and then was seized with doubts 
respecting the decrees of the Sevendi Council ; 
and, because he would not recognise it as an 
CEcumenical Council, was again exconununicated. 
Dollinger. — If, in the midst of our discussions 
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about tbe doctrine of the Procession of the Holjr 
Ghost, we are now going to drag in other ques- 
tions as well, we are rendering our task very veiy 
much more difficult. 

Damalas. — >The question, how many Councils 
are recc^ised as cecumenical, is of great impoit- 
ance for .us, for it is by their decrees that we in- 
terpret Holy Scripture. 

DoUiMger.-^Th^ question is, doubtless, not un- 
important ; but are we to drag into the discussioii 
upon &e doctrine of the Holy Ghost an altogether 
heterogeneous questicm — that of the Seventh 
General Council and the veneration of images f 

Bishop Reinkens.-^het me remind Professor Over- 
beck that not one of us thinks for a moment of 
going over to the Eastern Church. If we are now 
goftg to settle questions of discipline also, then 
there is no prospect of our ever coming to an end. 

Overbeck. — I had not the least wish to introduce 
a discussion oa heterogeneous questions;.! merely 
wished to know of how many Councils the dog- 
matic decisions are recognised as authoritative. 

Rhossis. — If I remember rightly, I have read in 
the official report of the Old Catholic Congress at 
Cologne, that the Old Catholics repeatedly stated 
that they stood upon the foundation of the seven 
CExumenical Councils of the updivided Church, But 
here the subject is not the number of the Oecume- 
nical Councils, but. the doctrine of the Procession 
of the Holy Ghost Perhaps, for the sake of 
greater clearness, and with a view to avoiding all 
misunderstandings, we might say, " In reference to 
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the question of the Procession of the Holy Spirit, 
we agree in tiie acceptance," &c., &c 

Bishop Reinkens. — There is certainly no objection 
to that 

DoUinger. — ^Do the gentlemen from the East 
wbh for this addition ? 

. Bishop Gennadios.-^MT Church accepts seven 
OBcumenical Councils, and believes that, since them, 
no CEcumenical Council hasjbeen held. Only those 
seven belong to the time of the undivided Church, 
whose faith we are to take as our basis. That there 
are seven and not eight, or nine, or more CEcumeni- 
Councils is certainly not a dogma, but of great dog- 
matic importance. For, according to our view, these 
seven councils have established the collective doc- 
trine and constitution <^ the Church, and what is 
not decreed by these seven Councils we cannot with 
certainty account as forming part of the faith of 
the undivided Church. 

DoUinger. — ^The Committee was entrusted with 
the business of drawing up propositions respecting 
the doctrine of the Procession of the Holy Spirit 
It has done this. With regard to the quite separate 
question of the number of the General Councils, 
the Committee received no kind of instructions, 
and not one of us had the slightest notion that, by a 
/icrajSoo-is ctt HXXo ycvo9, we should, in a sort of 
way, be placed upon oqr defence with r^ard to the 
number of the General Councils. With equal right 
thirty other questions might be laid before the 
' Committee. 

yanyschew. — The question raised by Professor 



Conference at Bonn. 95 

.Overbeck is, however, not so entirely a separate 
one. When we profess our adhesion to the ** dog- 
matic decisions of the ancient undivided Church," 
one can certainly raise the question, how far then 
4oes the period of the '' undivided Church " ex- 
tend r 

Dollinger, — ^You, therefore, propose a fresh alte- 
ration? 

Janyschew, — I had no wish to propose any 
.alteration, but merely to state that the point in 
.question, specially in reference to discipline, de- 
serves a thorough investigation, although this 
investigation cannot take place at once, but at some 
future time. 

D'dllinger. — Shall the proposition be sent back to 
the Committee for revision ? It has another sitting 
to-morrow. 

Bryennois. — That will not be necessary. The 
questions of the Holy Spirit, and of the number of 
the General Councils, stand in no internal and 
necessary relation to one another. We can, there- 
fore, reserve the latter question for another 
occasion, and confine ourselves at present to the 
former. 

Rhossis. — I agree in thinking that no alteration 

.t)f the first proposition is necessary. If the form 

of it, as it stands, is too indefinite, it has already 

found its completion through the declaration made 

on former occasions at Cologne, &e. 

Ddllinger, — If no objection is raised, I may con- 
sider the four Articles as accepted. On Monday 
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we hope to be able to lay additional Articles before 
you. 

I wish, in accordace with the permission of the 
gentlemen of the East, to say a few more words 
respecting the question of the validity of Anglican 
Orders already touched upon last year.* 

The English Church completed its Reformation 
in the i6th century, without surrendering the an- 
cient episcopal constitution. Under Queen Elizabeth 
Parker was consecrated Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and the historical controversy turns upon the ques^ 
tion whether his consecration was valid. All kinds 
of petty things have been dragged into tiiis 
controversy, and it has been made difficult in a 
frivolous and vexatious manner. The fact that 
Parker was consecrated by four rightly consecrated 
Bishops, rite et legitime^ with imposition of hands 
and the necessary words, is so well attested that, if 
one chooses to doubt this fact, one could, with the 
same right, doubt one hundred thousand facts ; or, as 
was done in jest after the appearance of the " Life of 
Jesus *• by Strauss, one could represent the history of 
the first Napoleon as a myth. The fact is as well 
established as a fact can be required to be. Bossuet 
has acknowledged the validity of Parker's conse- 
cration, and no critical historian can dispute it 
The Orders of the Roman Church could be dis- 
puted with more appearance of reason. Besides 

* See the Report of last year's Conference, p. 50, English. 

Translation.. t 
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the reordinations of the loth century let me 
remind you of the following facts in connection 
with this subject : — 

At Florence a special form of creed was put 
forth ior the Armenians, professedly with the assent 
of the Council, which, however, as a matter of fact, 
was already at an end. In this so-called Decretutn 
pro ArtPtentis, the doctrine of the seven Sacraments 
in particular is developed for the instruction of the 
Orientals. It is the only detailed exposition of 
the kind previous to the Council of Trent. There 
one finds, under the head of Ordination, the utterly 
astounding statement that the matter of this 
Sacrament is — ^not the imposition of hands, which is 
not once mentioned, but — ^the porrectio instrumento- 
rum, the delivery of the chalice and paten. The 
form, moreover, is given in an inexact enlarged 
formula. This decree was to be forced upon the 
Orientals. Clement VIII. once more decided that, 
with regard to the Sacraments, the Orientals had 
to hold to this decree. And yet the porrectio in-- 
strumentorum is merely a ceremony, and one which 
did not arise till after the year looo, and only in 
the West Well, then, suppose that bishops on 
the strength of this decree had regarded the impo- 
sition of hands, on which the validity of the con- 
secration depends; as a mere ceremony, and had 
omitted it ? English theologians, in dealing with 
Roman theologians in England, who dispute the 
validity of Anglican Orders, have merely tena- 
ciously to hold before them this Decretutn pro Anne- 

H 
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nits, and to remind them that those who live in glass 
houses should not throw stones. 

Howsan. — Allow me to read a personal explana- 
tion. I beg that it may be inserted in the report 
of the Conference.* 

Liddon, — I have listened with regret to the Dean 
of Chester's explanation [of the sense in which he 
understood the proposition on the Eucharistic 
Sacrifice, which was adopted by the Conference 
last year]. I cannot think that the Dean has given 
the natural sense of the thesis, or that his para- 
phrase would be readily adopted by the Easterns^ 
or by any who followed Christian antiquity. The 
thesis said that the Eucharist is not a repetition of 
Christ's Sacrifice once for all offered on Calvary, 
but a permanent memorial of it ; so that on earth 
the Eucharist represents before man, and presents 
to God, that which Christ presents for us in 
Heaven. What does He present 1 Surely no mere 
memorial of a thing absent, but Himself, " once' 
offered to bear the sins of many;" and in like 
manner His Church here on earth really presents 
Him to the Father as the only ground of pardon 
and acceptance. He is really presented, because 
He is really with us in the Sacrament of His 
Death ; He is with us in virtue of His own pro- 
mise and blessing. If He were absent, how could 
the barren symbols of His Sacrifice, or the presen- 
tation, apart from Him, of '' ourselves, our souls 

* See Appendix. 



Conference at Bonn. 99 

and bodies," be truly acceptable to a holy God? 
No, in this Divine mystery the Church of God 
claims and pleads the mediation of her Saviour, 
truly living in her midst, — that mediation of which 
the Sacrifice on Calvary was the perfect and 
supreme expression in history. The Church knows 
not how the outward signs are related to the inward 
Gift ; she cannot affirm*, — ^as we Anglicans believe, 
— that the outward part is annihilated ; but dares 
not question the Reality of that gracious gift of a 
Present Saviour, which alone secures to the Eucha- 
ristic Sacrifice its value, and, indeed, makes it the 
most powerful appeal to God which man can 
urge.* 



SECOND SITTING OF THE 
COMMITTEE. 

Sunday, August 15TH — Afternoon. 

Present — Dr. DolHnger, Bishop Reinkens, Lan- 
gen. Archbishop Lykurgos, Anastasiadis, Bryen- 
nios, Janyschew, Ossinin — Canon Liddon, Meyrick, 



• [Before Canon Liddon replied Mr. Meyrick rose, and 
(with the assent of many around him) stated his conviction 
that the Dean's " explanation " was not the doctrine of tht 
English Church. The Dean of Chester at once admitted 
that his statement was purely a personal one, and committed 
no one to it but himself.— Tr.] 

IT 2 



lOO Conference at Bonn. 

Nevin — Secretaries Reusch, v. Philippow, Broade. 

Dr. DoUinger laid before the meeting a statement 
of doctrine by one of the most celebrated Greek 
theol(^ans of the present century, Eugentos 
Bulgaris, with the remark that it contained nothing 
which Western theologians could not admit * On 
the Russian side it was remarked that the treatise 
in question was not published until after the death 
of Bulgaris (f 1806), and that, therefore, one could 
not be sure that it fully and exactly conveyed the 
author's conviction. 

Dr. DoUinger then remarked, among other points, 
—I see now,stiU more clearly than before, that, in re- 
ference to the dogmuy there is really no contradiction 
between us. The contradiction which exists has 
arisen chiefly because two different terminologies 
have been framed, and the difference between them 
has been artificially intensified. I believe that we 
shall arrive at a complete understanding, although 
possibly not this year. At any rate, it is no small 
success to attain if we for the present approach to 
an understanding. It would even be something in 
itself if the Orientals could state on their return 
home — ^we have seen at the Conference that the 
Westerns acknowledge our Churches to be true 
Catholic Churches, and that they find no dogmatic 
error in our mode of representing the doctrine of 
the Holy Spirit, and no essential contradiction of 
their own form of doctrine. There is a difference 
as regards the theological and speculative mode 



* See Appendix. 
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of representing the dogma, inasmuch as the Orien- 
tals distinguish between the cKiropcvo-is of the Holy 
Spirit, in reference to His existence, and His 
cicXa/A^ts or lfc<^vo-t9, while the Westerns know nothing 
of this distinction. But this is a difference which 
has to do with theological speculation and not with 
dogma. Without giving up our own form of doc- 
trine, we can regard it as a matter of no moment, 
that the Orientals make this distinction. 

On the Oriental side the distinction is frequently 
insisted upon, and it is remarked by some that the 
€fcAa/A^t9 must not be conceived as taking place in 
time, but in eternity. Again, on the Oriental side, 
the expression of S. Cyril — harop€V€rat he tov Ttarph^ 

TO IIvev/Aa, dXX ovk dkX6rpi6v ia-ri tov Ylov or iSioi^ tov 

Ytov — together with similar expressions, is so inter- 
preted as to indicate merely the Homousia of the 
Holy Spirit and the Son. 

Dr. DoUinger proposed six propositions, drawn up 
by himself. Professor Langen and Canon Liddon. 
The Orientals declared their willingness to accept 
them, with the exception of the third, a definite 
statement with regard to which they reserved. 
The six will be found (p. 103, 4), with the addition 
of certain words, which the Orientals wished to have 
inserted ; after which addition they assented to all 
six propositions without reservation. 
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EIGHTH CONFERENCE. 

Monday, August i6th — Morning. 

Ddllinger, — We are now near the end of our 
deliberations. The end, I venture to say, the 
happy and successful end, may be reached this 
afternoon. 

The result of your Committee's continued dis- 
cussions is an understanding which goes far beyond 
the hopes which I entertained on my way hither. 
With regard to the main point we are agreed. In 
our discussions the conviction has been forced — 
at any rate, upon us Westerns — that in the essential 
points, in that which ought to be an Article of 
Faith, a real agreement has been reached. The 
Orientals present share this conviction personally, 
and we may hope that the authorities of their 
Church will agree with them. 

We have framed our agreement in the words of 
John of Damascus, having selected him for the 
following reasons. He stands at the end of the 
whole chain of patristic tradition. He has briefly 
put together the doctrine of the ancient Church 
respecting the Trinity, the Incarnation, &c., and 
the outcome of theological development down to 
the Council of the year 680. About 750 he com-» 
piled the first complete handbook of the theology 
of the Fathers, and especially of the Greek Fathers. 
Experience has proved that we did right in taking 
John of Damascus as our basis. We have come to 
an agreement respecting six Articles, which I will 
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proceed to read to you. The Orientals had reserved 
their definite statement with regard to the third 
Article; but they will now assent to it without 
reserve, if a further quotation (which I will also 
read) from John of Damascus be added to this 
third Article, and if the words ** in the sense of the 
doctrine of the undivided Church" be added to 
the introductory proposition, — to which we on our 
side have no objection to make. 
The Articles then run as follows : — 
We accept the teaching of S. John of Damascus 
respecting the Holy Ghost, as expressed in the 
following paragraphs, in the sense of the ancient 
undivided Church : — 

1. The Holy Ghost issues out of the Father 
(fic Tov IlaT/jos) as the Beginning (a/)xi?)f the Cause 
(ama), the Source i^irtYpi) of the Godhead. {De 
recta sententia n. i. Contra Manich, n. 4.) 

2. The Holy Ghost does not issue out of the 
Son (€ic TOV Ylov), because in the Godhead there is 
but one Beginning (a/)xij), one Cause (aWa), through 
Which all that is in the Godhead is produced. {De 

fide orthod, I. 8 ; ck tov Ylov ^6 to Ili/cv/ia ou Xcyo/iev, 

IIvCVfUK h\ YlOV QVOfld(ofl€V,) 

3. The Holy Ghost issues out of the Father 
through the Son. (De fide orthod, I. 12; to ^ 
IXvevfut r^ ayiov €K<f>avTOpucri rov Kpv<f>iov r^s Oconfrof 
&vvafiis rov nar/>o$, ck IlaTpoi fiiv 3i' Ytov €K7rop€vofi€vri.'-^-^ 
Ibidem ; Yiov 5c Ilvevfui, ovk u»s c^ avrov, aXA.' m Bi avrov 
CK TOV HaTpbs €Kwop€v6fi€vov, — C, Manich, n, 5 ; ^^^ toi 

Aoyov auTov tf avTov to IIvev/Aa avTov €Kjrop€v6fi€vov. — 

De hymno Trisag, n. 28 ; Hvcv/io rh &ytav U toi 
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nar/>os fiia tov YtoO kcX Aoyov vpoiov. [The following 

i s the subsequent addition made by the Orientals, 
to enable them to accept the article.] Ham. in 

sabb . J. i{. 4 9 Tovt* i}fiiv fOTi TO Xdr/>cvo/A€vov Ilvcv/uia 

ayioi' Tov Gcov icat IIar/>os, i&s c^ aurov cicirGpevo/Licvov, 
07r€/> Kat Tov Yiov Acycrat, u»$ fii* avrov <l>av€povfuvov koX 
ry KTifTti fi€ra SiSofM,€voVf dAA' ovk c^ avrov €X*^^ ''^*' 

4 The Holy Ghost is the Image of the Son, Who 
is the Image of the Father (De fide orthod. I. 13 ; 

ciKcov Tou Ilarpos o Yios, icol tou Ylou to Ilveufui), 

issuing out of the Father and resting in the 
Son as the power radiating from Him. {De fide 

Ortk. I. 7 J '^ IlaT/aos irpo€p)(Ofi€vrjv koI cv t^ Aoyy 
avairavoficKTV icat avrov ouo-av tKiJMVTiK^v Bvvafiiv, — 

Ibidem \, 12; Ilan^p hii^ A6yov vpopoX^ €K<f>avTo- 

piKoO IIvcv/iaTos.) 

5. The Holy Ghost is the personal Production 
out of the Father, belonging t© the Son, but not 
out of the Son, because He is the Spirit of the 
mouth of the Deity, and utters the word. {De 

hymno Trisag, n, 28 ; to IIvcv/Aa cvvar^oTOTOv cmro- 
p€Vfia Koi frp6p\riiia Ik Jlarpoi fi^v, Ylov Se, #cat /Ari i^ 
Yiov,<us TLvtvfia a-rSfiaros Ocov, A<$yov c^ayycAriicov.) 

6. The Holy Ghost forms the mediation between 
the Father and the Son, and is united to the Father 
through the Son. {De fide orth. I. 13; fico-ovrov 
oycvm^rov mX y€vtnfrcfO koX £i' Yiot' r^ Ilarpl frvvmrro- 

fUVOV,) 

Thus far then we are agreed ; and theologians 
know that this really exhausts the question about 
the Holy Spirit With regard to this question, 
therefore^ there is no dogmatic opposition between 
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us any longer. God grant that what we have here 
brought into agreement may be accepted in the 
Eastern Churches in the spirit of peace, with a 
recognition of the distinction between dogma and 
theological opinion. What we have accomplished 
gives us new ground for hoping that our efforts 
have been blessed by God, and that we shall have 
still further success ; whereas the history of former 
reunion-negotiations produces the impression that 
God's blessing did not rest on them. I do not 
think it presumptuous to believe, that here we per- 
ceive the presence of God's blessing, and there the 
absence of it We have only to remember, how 
at Lyons and Florence deceit, lying, a tissue of 
forgeries, and violence lusting for power, were 
employed, while each side was always conscious 
that it really had something in view other than an 
agreement respecting the great truths of the Chris- 
tian Faith. I hope that next year we shall be able 
to continue these international Conferences. What 
a joy it will be, if the Orientals can then announce 
to us : — our Bishops, Synods, and Churches have 
assented to our agreement I 

I now ask your permission to explain two other 
points. 

With regard to my statement respecting Anglican 
Orders I have heard the following objection urged : — 
granting that all which you have said respecting the 
historical facts is correct, yet still the validity of 
Anglican and American Orders remains at least 
doubtful, because it is questionable whether the 
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English and American Churches recognise the sa- 
cramental character of Ordination. 

One frequent cause of misunderstandings is that 
the same words can be understood in different ways. 
An Anglican can answer the question, ** Do you 
hold Orders to be a Sacrament ?" with both " Yes" 
and " No." The English Church uses the word 
" Sacrament " in a sense different from that in 
which the Roman Catholic Church uses the word 
Sacramentum and the Greek Church the word 
/ivoTiypiov. The English Church calls " Sacraments" 
only those institutions which have been ordained 
by Christ as means of grace to all believers. Whether 
this limitation of the idea is justifiable, need not 
now be discussed But if the word is taken in this 
narrow signification, the English Church in enume- 
rating the Sacraments in her symbola and liturgical 
books must omit Ordination, which is intended only 
for a limited number of persons, not, like Baptism 
and the Eucharist, for all. But the word cannot 
affect the question ; what idea Anglicans attach to 
the word ** Sacrament," and whether or no they 
call Ordination a Sacrament, may be regarded 
with indifference by the Orientals. What does 
affect the question is, that Ordination is accom- 
panied by laying on of hands, that the words, in 
which the conferring of the special grace is ex- 
pressed, are spoken, and that it is believed that a 
grace of the Holy Spirit is 'conferred by Ordination. 
In this respect English Orders cannot be impugned. 
I have already noticed, that the validity of Roman 
Catholic Orders can perhaps be impugned with a 
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greater show of right. Had not such great ignorance 
prevailed, the Decretum pro Armeniis^ mentioned 
the day before yesterday, must alone have sufficed 
to prevent the proclamation of the Infallibility ; 
for here undoubtedly a Pope has erred in a solemn 
dogmatic decree, in that he defines the unessential 
ceremony oi tht porrectio instrumentorum to be the 
essential part in Ordination, while he does not men- 
tion the essential part, viz., the laying on of hands. 
As a matter of fact, no doubt the laying on of 
hands has been retained in Roman Catholic ordina- 
tions ; but as late as the last century it was declared 
by Rome that the ordinations performed in a certain 
French diocese were invalid and must be repeated, 
because the porrectio in^ttumentorum had been 
omitted.* 

Another point, the discussion of which may serve 
to remove misunderstandings, is the Roman Catholic 
doctrine of Purgatory, with which other subjects, 
especially that of Indulgences, are connected. The 
word Purgatory is an expression which does not 
fit this doctrine in its later development so well as 
the Teutonic expression, which has become usual 
in German and Dutch, viz., Fegfeuer. 

The ancient Church believed, without formulating 
it as an Article of Faith, that after death an inter- 
mediate state for their purification awaited those 
who departed this life without being fit for the 



• See Correspondence between the Secretaries of the Friends 
o/Spiritual Enlightenment and the Anglo-Continental Societ/i 
containing Statements on the Validity of Anglican Orders ^^c. 
Edited by the Rev. Fr. Meyrick. London, 1875. 
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Beatific Vision, and that the prayers of the living 
availed for the dead, in virtue of the " Communion 
of Saints." The precise elffect of these prayers 
was not defined. 

It is Gregory I. who has contributed most to win 
credence and extension for more definitely developed 
ideas on this subject in the West, especially the idea 
that in the other world there is a definite place, in 
which souls are tormented by means of fire, and 
that the living by means of prayer can obtain from 
God a shortening of these torments for the dead. 
This idea did not spread at all in the East. But in 
the West in later times it was still further developed 
by the schoolmen, and towards the end of the 13th 
century, in a way pregnant w;ith consequences, be- 
came connected with the doctrine of papal Indul- 
gences. 

According to the view of the ancient Church, 
an Indulgence was merely the complete or partial 
remission of ecclesiastical punishments laid upon 
penitents. In the place of this view of the primitive 
Church we find in the Middle Ages the idea, that 
by means of an Indulgence the temporal punish- 
ments for sin imposed by God could be wholly or 
partially remitted, and that not merely in the case 
of the living, but also of the dead. In the begin- 
ning of the 14th century this doctrine came to be 
generally accepted in the West Augustinus Tri- 
umphus, court theologian to John XXI I. at Avignon, 
in a book written by command of the Pope, teaches 
that the Pope is Lord of three kingdoms, the* king^ 
dom of Heaven, the kingdom on earth, and the 
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kingdom under the earth. For he has (i) the keys 
of the kingdom of Heaven, can by means of ex- 
communication shut men out from it, &c., &c. ; (2) 
power over the Church on earth, over states and 
their princes ; (3) power over Purgatory, from which 
he can set souls free. Augustus Triumphus says, in 
so many words, that the Pope, if he liked, could 
empty Purgatory at once ; but that it is not advis* 
able that he should use his power in this' way. 

As a pendant to this doctrine the faithful were 
then recommended, not merely to win Indulgences 
for themselves, but also by winning Indulgences 
for the dead to set souls free from Purgatory. Hoy 
se sacan animas^ " to-day souls will be set free," is 
in Spain the standing phrase for to-day Indulgences 
may be obtained ; and of a so-called " privileged " 
Altar one is informed, that in consequence of a 
privilege granted by the Pope a soul may be freed 
from Purgatory by means of a mass said at such an 
Altar. 

Catholics who still hold fast to the principle, 
which was abolished on the 18th of July, 1870, 
Qtiod semper^ &c,, must make a clean sweep of 
the whole of this Purgatory and Indulgence system. 
We hold fast to the faith of the ancient Church 
respecting the other world, and retain the primitive 
custom of prayers for the dead, but we do not pre- 
tend to know anything more exactly respecting the 
condition of the dead in the other world, or of the 
manner and way in which prayer for them is effec- 
tual. 

Even Roman theologians admit,that, if we hold 
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to the doctrine of the Fathers, we cannot say very 
much about Purgatory. But, add Bellarmin and 
others, we may know much from the visions of 
canonised persons, which have been approved by 
the Church. It is, then, to these visions of nuns, 
more or less connected with a morbid condition of 
mind or body, that we are to trace the exact 
descriptions which theologians draw of Purgatory. 

We Old Catholics must make a clean sweep not 
merely of Indulgences for the dead, but also of the 
wh( le system of papal Indulgences. We can state 
quite exactly the time, I might almost say the day, 
when the doctrine of the Church was altered on 
this 1 oint. 

An Indulgence in the sense of the ancient Church, 
— and, so far as I know, of the Oriental Church also 
at the present day— is, as I have said, the remission 
or abbreviation of penances imposed by the Church 
herself Against this conception certainly no objec- 
tion can be urged : punishments or penances, which 
the Church imposes, she must be able to take off 
or shorten, when either the object of the imposed 
penance is attained, or the penitential exercise is 
not beneficial to the individual. The ancient peni- 
tential discipline has been destroyed since the 7th 
century by the so-called redemtioneSy which allowed 
people to free themselves from the penitential 
exercises imposed upon them (of course for the 
express purpose of benefiting the penitents' souls) 
by money-payments. A further change came in 
with the Crusades. Up till then Bishops and even 
Priests had granted Indulgences ; henceforth it was 
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ruled that a plenary Indulgence could be granted 
only by the Pope. Urban II. in 1095 promised all 
Crusaders, and all who contributed money for the 
Crusades, a plenary Indulgence ; that is, a remis- 
sion of all penances due to Divine justice, whether 
in this world or the next, so that those who obtained 
such an Indulgence would not have to fear Purga- 
tory any more than penance. 

That was the first decisive step towards bringing 
the system of Indulgences wholly into the hands 
of the Pope. Innocent III. took a second in the 
same direction in the year 1215, by limiting the 
power of the Bishops in granting Indulgences to 
granting them for 40 days (under special circum- 
stances for a year) — Indulgences, which in com^ 
parison with the plenary Indulgences of the Pope 
could not but appear petty and worthless. 

As soon as the system of Indulgences had been 
brought entirely into the hands of the Pope, the 
obtaining of an Indulgence was made more and 
more easy for the faithful. From the i6th century 
onwards Indulgences have been attached to medals, 
rosaries and scapularies, i.e.^ one has only to wear 
the articles and offer a few short prayers. 

The so-called Jubilee-Indulgence causes Roman 
theologians much difficulty. With all their pains 
to prove its superiority to another plenary Indul- 
gence, it is really not . more plenary than the ordi- 
nary plenary Indulgence, which one can obtain 
with much less pain and trouble. The immense 
agitation, which people try to get up during a 
Jubilee, as at the present time, together with the 
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praising up of the Jubilee-Indulgence in pastorals 
and sermons, has, therefore, something forced and 
untrue about it. 

However, what has been said is amply sufficient 
to show that we Old Catholics must keep ourselves 
utterly removed from the entire system of papal 
Indulgences. 

If I may venture to trespass still further on your 
patience, I will ask your leave, under the impres- 
sion which this assembly of Bishops, Clergy, and 
Scholars has made upon me, in conclusion, to take 
a higher stand-point, and cast a look backwards 
and forwards over the condition of the Church in 
general, and to exhibit in some striking lights the 
great opposition which is going through the 
world. 

We are right in designating the Vatican dogmas 
of the Infallibility and Absolute Power of the Pope 
as new doctrine. Yet in a certain sense they have 
been for a long time old. They are a new doctrine, 
in that they were made Articles of Faith first in 
1870, whereas before that they had formerly been 
mere theological opinions, although in high favour 
with the Popes, and in the eyes of papal theologians 
probable. In the Gallican Church the opposite of 
this opinion was taught, and the Popes have in 
France confirmed a whole series of men as Bishops, 
who (as they well knew) had sworn to the Gallican 
Articles, which directly contravene the Infallibility 
and Absolute Power of the Pope. That could not 
possibly have been the case if these doctrines hac* 
been regarded by the Popes as Articles of Faith. 
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6ut in other countries, in the countries in which 
the Inquisition was set up, as in Italy and Spain, 
or in which the Jesuits had a monopoly of the 
teaching and education, as in Catholic Germany and 
the Austrians, these views of the Infallibility arid 
Absolute Power of the Pope were no doubt the pre- 
vailing ones, and the open defence of the opposite 
doctrine was not allowed. The influence which the 
Jesuits exercised on the Austrian and Bavarian 
dynasty, arid upon the Spiritual Electors, explains 
the fact that, down to the year 1773, the papal 
system was the prevailing one in Catholic Germany 
as in the countries of the Inquisition. As a dogma, 
therefore, this Ultramontane doctrine is just five 
years old ; but, as a prevalent system, it may be 
compared to a wrinkled old woman. 

Let us consider the cons^equences of the influence 
of this papal system on the various Catholic 
nations, beginning with Germany. 

The old German Empire stood in close connexion 
with the Pope. The emperors were crowned by 
the Pope : later on they required the confirmation 
of the Pope ; especially after the overthrow of the 
Hohenstaufen they were in many respects depen- 
dent on Rome. How the Popes exercised their 
power over the Emperors I have lately depicted in 
a speech in the Munich Academy. When the 
Golden Bull was published the German Empire 
w^ utterly destroyed, and the Emperor was totally 
dependent on the Pope. The Popes had brought 
it to pass that Germany had become an elective 
empire with changing dynasties, so that for a long 
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time there was no succession from father to son in 
the sovereignty. That Germany did not have the 
same fate as Poland is no merit of the Popes, but 
is due to qualities in the German nation too good 
to be utterly corrupted. From the time of the 
Golden Bull, from the middle of the 14th century 
onwardsy the power of the German Emperor sank 
more and more. When the .House of Habsburg 
gained the imperial crown, the Popes found 
it to their interest to uphold it in the 
possession of the Crown. The Habsburgs stood 
on the whole (no doubt with some interrup- 
tions) on good terms with the Popes> and specially 
with regard to German affairs and the Reformation, 
entered thoroughly into the papal line of policy. 
As the Habsburgs allowed themselves to be com- 
pletely led by the Jesuits, the Popes now — ^in oppo- 
sition to their policy in the Middle Ages — ^wished 
for a strong Empire. 

By means of papal nuncios and the Jesuits the 
Popes compelled the Habsburgs to employ their 
power in putting down Protestantism ; it was 
represented to them that they would thereby con- 
firm and extend their political power in Germany. 
Germany has chiefly to thank the Jesuits, and those 
who stood behind the Jesuits, — ^this is shewn by 
letters of the Pope and other documents lately 
published,— for the Thirty Years' War. 

The Peace of Westphalia marks an epoch in 
German history as important as the Golden Bull. 
By it the systematic interference of foreigners, espe- 
cially the French, and in a second degree the 
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Swedes, iii German affairs was made a formal isti^ 
pulation. The influence of Austria was now very 
much limited ; it could hinder a great deal of good 
in Germany, but effect very little. 

The division of Germany into two halves, a 
Catholic and Protestant, has continued since the 
Peace of Westphalia. In the Catholic half the in- 
fluence of the Jesuits in schools and in parishes be- 
came predominant, and under this influence the 
two halves went wider and wider apart. The 
Catholic portion remained in intellectual matters 
unmistakeably behind the Protestant. What the 
Catholics contributed to the common treasury of 
German science and literature was a very inconsi- 
derable fragment ; the whole movement in science 
and learning was essentially confined to the Pro- 
testant portion of Germany. 

But, where the monopoly of intellectual power 
lies, thither, sooner or later, the political balance 
must incline. It was almost a historical necessity 
that the Imperial Crown of Germany should fall to 
a Protestant dynasty. That not only a Protestant 
Prince is German Emperor, but that also the supe- 
riority in scientific, intellectual, literary, and poli- 
tical matters is in Protestant hands, — is in the main 
the work of the Popes and of the Jesuits. No 
doubt the Protestant Empire is a great vexation to 
both of them ; but they have themselves to thank 
that it has come to this. The Popes and their fol- 
lowers are responsible for the schism of the i6th 
century, and for the failure of the reunion-negotia- 
tions at Ratisbon and elsewhere. At that time a 

I 2 
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reunion might still have been possible. The repre- 
sentatives of the Curia prevented it ; for they would 
be content with nothing less than the unconditional 
submission of the other side. They would not 
concede to us Germans what the French possessed 
in their GaUican liberties ; they would not so mucin 
as allow the adnunistration of the Cup to the laity 
to be offered ta Protestants as a concession. 
. When^ then* we see the old Empire destroyed^ 
Germany split into two halves, of which the Protes- 
tant half ha3 the intellectual supremacy, — ^we may 
say to those in Rome : it is you who would not 
have it otherwise. 

Here I must break off for the present, hoping to 
bring toy address ta a dose this afternoon. 



NINTH CONFERENCE. 

Monday, August i6th — ^Afternoon. 

DolUnger. — I continue the general view which I 
began this mornii^ and havii^spokeaof Germany, 
I come next to another, once great and powerful) 
but now defunct kingdom^ ' Twa hundred years 
ago Poland was still a state, with twenty millions 
pf inhabitants) strong enough to maintain, its inde- 
pendence in relations with neighbourii^ states. 
But Poland suffered from two grievous maladies. 
The first was the religious schism, which was. enve- 
nomed and made inxuirable by the peculiarly Roman 
principle, that force is to be used against non- 
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Catholics, which, through the exertions of the 
Jesuits and the papal nuncios^.who were very 
itifluential there, was brought into actual practice 
in Poland. Three Confessions confronted one 
another : — Orientals of the Gredc form of worship, 
Protestants, and Roman Catholics, who, in point of 
numbers, were far the most numerous. In IS 93 
the work of union was begun by the Jesuits aiid 
the Bishops devoted to them, and violent measures 
were employed to carry it into accomplishment, 
especially against the Cossacks, and this led to 
deeds of blood. Efforts were untiringly made to 
bring, the Orientals, also under the dominion of 
Rome. The consequences of which were, on the 
one hand; a series of internal contests; on 'the 
other, the interference of foreign Powers to help 
the persecuted inembiers of their own communion. 
The second disease; which affected Poland, was the* 
•diaracter of its aristocracy, which was educated 
by the Jesuits. The Polish nobility exhibits itself 
as an intriguing anarchical clique^ submitting to no 
political authority, and incapable of itself estan 
blbhing such* Hence the utterly absurd constitu- 
tion of Poland The kings were elected, and 
mvariably had to buy the crown by concessions 
which diminished their authority in the most serious 
way. In Parliament the opposition of a single 
ndbleman could make any decision impossible,-^ 
an absurdity without a parallel in history. Most 
of the Polish Bishops also came from this Jesuilt 
taught aristocracy. They made use of their eccle^ 
•iastical position in many ways with a view .to 
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enriching and aggrandising their families. This Id 
not the place tO' judge, either on moral or political 
grounds, the conduct of the three Great Powers 
which partitioned Poland. At any rate, to no other 
nation could one more justly than to Poland apply 
the words of Scripture — Perditio tua ex ie. All 
that the three Powers did was to bury the corpse 
whose corruption was already well nigh complete. 

I come to a nation which for long has played a 
leading part in history, and no doubt will play the 
same once more in the future. In the Middle Ages 
the French nation was the darling child of the 
Roman see ; it protected and supported the Popes 
in their contests with Germany and other Powers. 
In the i6th century there arose in France also a 
powerful Protestant movement Several hundred 
thousands professed themselves Protestants quite 
early in the movement, and organised themselves 
as a church. At the instigation of the papal 
Legates and the French Cardinals, several of whom 
were ministers, a system of persecution was carried 
into effect against them, and this led to embittered 
religious wars which might have been avoided if 
they would but have refrained from violent mea* 
sures against the Protestants By the edict of 
Nantes a modus vivendi was created. Accordingly 
the papal and Jesuitical party exerted themselves 
to get this edict set aside, to enable them to recom- 
itience their persecutions and coercions. In the 
reign of Lewis XIV., when the king and his women 
were under the influence of Jesuit confessors, it 
was at last possible for Rome to sing a Te Deunt 
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for the revocation of the edict Thereby an intel- 
ligent and industrious portion of the population 
was compelled to migrate. The financial, social, 
literary and political loss thereby sustained by 
France is incalculable : the prosperity of the country 
was severely affected for a long period. All free 
tendencies within the French Church were at the 
same time violently repressed. The school of 
Port Royal was suppressed, and the very valuable 
portion of the French clergy, which defended the 
principles of this school, was persecuted. Forms 
of oaths were dictated to the clergy, in which they 
were compelled to swear to things about which 
most of them could have no internal conviction. 
Such was that formulary of Alexander VII., in 
which every one had to swear that he rejected the 
so-called five propositions of Jansenius in the sense 
6f Jansenius, although he had taught nothing but 
what the Dominicans and Augustinians had taught 
without hindrance from the Pope. A Priest, who 
knew anything about the matter, was placed in the 
iniquitous position that, before his ordination and 
entrance into his sacred calling, he had to take 
an oath which his conscience told him was sinful. 
On the top of this came the Bull Unigenitus, con-- 
taining the proposition that even an unjust excom- 
munication was binding on the conscience. Bishops 
and Priests implored the Pope on their knees that, 
at any rate, an explanation of so astounding a pro« 
position might be vouchsafed to them. They were 
thrust aside, and told that they must tender uncon- 
ditional and blind submission. It was not the 
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French clei^ only who were treated in this way, 
but the bulk of the educated laity also, who joined 
in the appeal against the Bull Unigenitus, and took 
the liveliest interest in the ecclesiastical controver- 
sies of the tima But Cardinal Fleury, the Jesuits, 
and the Curia, triumphed over everything. 

The measures against the Protestants, and the 
illtreatment of the French Church by Rome, pre- 
pared the way for the Revolution of 1789^ The 
French nation was rotten to the core when the 
Revolution broke out. 

The French Church, annihilated for a while by 
the Revolution, was restored under Napoleoa L 
by the Concordat. Galilean principles had been 
dead and buried a century or more. The Corsican 
Na,poleon neither understood nor sympathized with 
the French Church. It was laid at the Pope^s feet. 
The old episcopate was swept away, and new Bishops 
placed in the sees, etc., etc. 

I can pass rapidly over the time which follows^ 
I merely mention that, as late as under the Bour^ 
bons, a French Cardinal in a learned work defended 
the Gallican propositions (and, therefore, the direct 
denial of the papal Infallibility) without receiving 
eit;her censure or rebuke for so doing. 

At the present moment the French nation in. 
religious matters is divided into two irreconcil- 
able opposite p?irts. Previous to 1870 there still 
existed a so-called Liberal Catholic piarty, to which 
men of talent and! position belonged, which wa$ 
sincerely Christian and Catholic at heart, but 
rejected the papal system and the modem super* 
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stitions. I have known many of these men, — with 
Montalembert I was very intimate, and I know, 
therefore, what their opinions and aims were. Men of 
this class exist in France no longer ; there are none 
now but Ultramontanes and unbelievers. The 
religiousness of those who still believe consists in 
processions and ecclesiastical demonstrations. They 
no longer know how to address themselves to Christ 
Himself, and so they have deified a part of His 
Body in the cultus of the Heart of Jesus. Add to 
which those appearances of the Madonna, stories 
of miracles, etc, among which are things which in 
France itself are known with perfect certainty to 
be impostures, — as, for example, the appearances 
of La Salette and Lourdes. These believers are 
confronted by the large majority of the educated, 
who at heart are total unbelievers 

Spain affords a very different picture, and yet to 
a certain extent a similar one, inasmuch as here 
also we find the same causes producing the same 
effects. Ever since the iSth century there has 
been a close union and frienship between the Spanish 
Kings and the Popes. As France, in the Middle 
Ages, so somewhat later was Spain the mainstay 
of the Papacy. Spanish Cardinals, and Prelates 
and Ambassadors, exercised a great influence in 
Rome until the downfall of the power of Spain 
caused French influence once more to be the pre- 
vailing one. In the i6th century Spanish and 
Roman politics were very closely united. What 
was done in Spain was done with the approval pf 
the Popes. No country received from them so 
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many privileges and marks of favour as Spain. 
One of the most powerful influences on the fate 
of Spain was the Inquisition. It has frequently 
been called in the main a state institution : quite 
lately a German Bishop, whom I need not name,* 
has called it a State tribunal. It is inconceivable 
how any one can dare to put forth such a theory 
at the present day in Germany. Royal politics no 
doubt played a part in the Inquisition, especially 
in financial matters ; but the Inquisition has in all 
times, and in all places, been essentially an ecclesi- 
astical and papal institution. It is sufficient to 
point to the fact that everywhere, where the Inqui- 
sition existed, each inquisitor had full powers from 
the Pope, which the Pope at any moment could 
withdraw. No inquisitor would have dared to run 
counter to the Pope's instructions. The Popes had 
it each moment in their power to put an end to 
the Inquisition. This power they have never used. 
When the Spaniards themselves put an end to the 
Inquisition, the step was followed by a protest on 
the part of Rome. 

In the 1 6th and 17th centuries a hundred thou- 
sand Jews were driven out of Spain : those who 
remained behind, having submittied to compulsory 
baptism, were continually persecuted by the Inqui- 
sition. Then six hundred thousand Moors were 
driven out, constituting the best part of the agri- 
cultural population. A grievous wound was thus 

* Bishop K. Martin in his KatechUmta des KirchenrechU^ 
p. 196. 
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inflicted on the prosperity of Spain. Besides this* 
there was the great quantity of festivals, the 
excessive number of clergy, the overloading of 
public worship with ceremonies, etc., etc. The 
decline was such that the country, which formerly 
had supported fifteen millions, about the year 1600 
contained only between five and six millions. 

Until the time of the French Revolution, or 
more correctly, until the reign of Charles III.* 
1760, the Spailish Church was in all things subject 
to Rome. The papal nuncio ruled and plundered 
it. Large sums found their way to Rome for 
dispensations, privileges, indulgences, etc. A formal 
and very complicated system of religious finance 
had grown up. Things were somewhat better 
under Charles III. : in his reign we find some 
Bishops of rather more culture and independence 
of spirit ; the Jesuits' were driven out ; men 
breathed again, and hoped that now they would get 
rid of the Inquisition also. Then came the Revo- 
lution and the French invasion. Since that time 
the history of Spain has been merely a succession 
of changes, palace revolutions, military revolutions, 
popular outbreaks, etc., etc. There is scarcely any 
other country in which the prospects for the future 
seem so hopeless. This much, however, cannot be 
denied ; — ^that, in the case of this people also, 
endowed as it is with so many admirable qualities, 
the main source of the evil is the state of ecclesi- 
astical affairs, which has been formed under the 
influence- of Rome and the Jesuits. As a charac* 
teristic feature in the present I may mention that the 
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unfortunate. King Alfonso is already compelled 
once more to revoke the declaration of religiout 
freedom. 

There is no need to say anything of Portugal ia 
particular. 

I come now to Italy, a country which, without 
doubt, will be of great importance in the immediate 
future. The contest between Pope and Emperor 
produced in Italy that balrful division into Guelfs 
and Ghibellines, which separated the population of 
each single town into two hostile parties, which 
fought with -one another incessantly during the 
14th and 15th centuries, each endeavouring to 
annihilate the other. Ferrari caa count not less 
than 8000 revolutions in two centuries and a half. 
There are towns which have had twenty revolutions 
in half a century. In each of these revolutions the 
defeated party was driven into exile, many mem-» 
hers of it executed, their houses destroyed, and so 
forth. None of these revolutions were bloodlesSk 
The Popes produced and aggravated this state of 
things, for they placed themselves at the head of 
one of the parties, and in its interest brought eccle- 
siastical punishments also freely into play, — Bann» 
Interdict, &c., &c., — until such things entirely 
ceased to produce any effect in Italy. As late as 
the last century, it is true, two large dioceses in 
South Italy were placed under an Interdict by 
Clement XI., because clerical immunity was not 
respited — Le., the clergy w^re required, to pay 
the same taxes and duties a$ other people. But m 
North and Central Italy excominunication 4iKi 
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Interdict have been powerless for a long time 
past. 

Another way in which the Popes have made 
tiiemselves detested by the people of Italy, is by 
having been the means of inviting foreigners ihto 
Italy. It was they who established the French 
and then the Spanish fule in Naples. Gradually 
the greater part of Italy came under the rule df 
foreignerB ; South Italy under that of the Spaniards ; 
North Italy under that of the French, and then 
under that of the Habsburgsi Only the republic 
of Venice and steadily increasing Savoy were true 
ItaUan states. 

Italians, regard the 17th century as the most 
mournful in their history, because it shows the 
fewest tracer of intellectual life. Roman rule and 
censorship lay like a leaden weight upon their life 
and literature^ The 18th century was somewhat 
better. Then came the time of revolutions ; and 
after a long struggle Italy also, like Germany,, has 
now attained to a political unity,, which has absorbed' 
even the States of the Church. The Curia endea- 
vours to undermine the new order of things,, as one 
may predict,, without succesd^ The future course 
of Italy's history will exercise great influence upon 
the formation of ecclesiastical relations, generally. 

Let us now turn our eyes to another quarter of 
fbe globe. America is^ divided into a Latin — ie., a 
Spanish and Portuguese — ^and an Anglo-Saxon 
haUL In tiie latter we have a great Protestant 
Statei No doubt there are in the United States 
from six to seven millions, of Roman Catholics, for 
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the most part Irish ; but the number of Catholics 
is very much reduced through the influence ' of 
American Protestantism. The Irish themselves 
estimate the loss which Catholicism has sustained 
through the Protestant education of the children of 
Catholic parents at three millions. The Catholic 
Germans are less numerous than the Irish, and in 
the second or third generation they assimilate them- 
selves to the American Protestants rather than to 
the Irish. I do not think that the position of 
Catholics in North America will materially improve, 
although their Church there enjoys every liberty 
that it can desire, — with the exception, it is true, 
of the one liberty, which it values most of all, of 
putting down by force those who dissent from it: 
The Catholics do not constitute an important and 
influential element in the United States ; they con. 
tribute as good as nothing to the intellectual culture 
and intellectual life of the nation. Therefore, I 
think, £.oman Catholicism will not gain any per- 
manent power or political influence there. 

Of the South American States all are Roman 
Catholic. But what a history these countries have i 
Their history begins with Pope Alexander VI. pre- 
senting these countries with their numerous popu- 
lations to the King of Spain. Strictly speaking,. 
Gentlemen of North America, you too belong to 
the King of Spain ; for your native country also 
falls within the lines of the papal demarcation. 
This presentation was then interpreted to mean, 
that the populations of the presented countries 
might be made slaves. The frightful evil of slavery 
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was introduced into America by the Popes. Many 
American populations were utteriy rooted out^ 
others almost utterly ruined. There has scarcely 
ever been anything more horrible than the conduct 
of the Europeans towards the aborigines of South 
America ; this is the blackest and most shameful 
spot in modern history. 

What were formerly Spanish-Portuguese posses- 
sions in South America are now independent States, 
and indeed (with the exception of Brasil) Republics. 
They nearly all are on very bad terms with Rome ; 
the Popes have often had occasion to utter loud 
lamentations over them. The Republic of Ecuador 
alone is governed entirely in accordance with the 
views of the Pope. We shall see how long the 
present farce will continue. 

At the beginning of my address I spoke of 
Germany. If I attempted to speak of the Austrian 
States individually, I should make too great de-^ 
mands upon your patience. But allow me one 
remark. According to Roman doctrine a Catholic 
Government is in duty bound to put down all who 
are not Catholics. The Popes by means of the 
Jesuits have always held the Habsburgs to a carry- 
ing out of this doctrine. In the second half of the 
1 6th century nine-tenths of the population in some 
of the hereditary German States were Protestant 
By the system of compulsory conversion, and by 
expulsion of the Protestants, at the end of the i6th 
and during the 17th century Roman Catholicism 
was again predominant. The few authors produced 
by Austria during the 17th century are unanimous 
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in lamenting the injury inflicted on the prosperity 
of Austria by the expulsion of the Protestants. 
One may venture to say, that the expulsion of the 
best part of the town population at that time 
makes itself felt to this very hour. The result of 
the close union between the Habsbui^ dynasty and 
the Curia was to reduce intellectual life to a slough 
of despond. I say the Habsburg Dynasty: the 
present dynasty is Lothringian, which has produced 
Sovereigns of an altogether different stamp. To 
it Joseph II. belongs ; but the other Emperors of 
this dynasty have not oppressed their subjects on 
account of their religion. Austria is still suffering 
from the evil results of misgovernment in the past ; 
but it is a State which still has a future, and its 
new growth is of great importance to Europe. 

If we apply the saying of our Lord, " By their 
fruits ye shall know them," to the papal system,, 
we cannot but pronounce a stem sentence upon it. 
But the present attitude of the Roman See shows 
that it has learnt nothing from history, — ^that to it 
history is a closed book, sealed with seven seals. 

ft 

In conclusion, let me beg you — the representa- 
tives of so many parts of the Christian worid — to 
compare yourselves with that world which is not 
Christian. The Christian religion has been in ex- 
istence for i,8oo years,, and we Christians number 
350 millions. Against these we have to set 120 
million Muhammadans, and from 600 to JQO mil- 
lion heathen ; among the latter, civilised nations, 
such a<s the Chinese with 300 millions, and the 
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Hindus with 100 millions. That in so long a time 
the conversion of the nations of the earth has not 
made greater progress, is not to the credit of the 
Christian world ; it shows to demonstration that 
'* there must be something rotten in the state of 
Denmark." And the worst of our faults is certainly 
our divisions. These cannot fail to make the very 
worst impression upon those who are not Christians^ 
They say, and say with justice, — You tell us we 
ought to embrace the Christian Faith ; but, when 
we ask you. What is the Christian Faith .^ we 
receive the most contradictory answers. 

I do not undervalue the noble efforts .which have 
been made, especially in more recent times. But 
the results are still small indeed. To make any im- 
pression worth mentioning upon the Muhammadan 
world is for the present, and perhaps will be for a 
long time to come, a hopeless matter. Since 1830 
the French have had a large extent of territory in 
North Africa ; the French Clergy have shown no 
lack of missionary zeal ; and yet not a single 
Muhammadan has been converted. But with 
regard to the heathen world we may cherish hopes. 
For a long time this field was left almost entirely 
to the Roman Catholics; in more recent times 
other Churches also have entered it, the Russian 
Church, and especially the English and American. 
But all of us must say, — Oh! that we were but 
united among ourselves, so that we might preach 
one Gospel to the heathen ! 

How beautiful would it be, if there were but 

K 
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one Christian Church and Christian doctrine, or at 
least a number of Churches united together by 
agreement in the main elements of the Christian 
Faith, that we might preach to the heathen in the 
name of that unity. 

Let us not grow weary in our efforts to forward 
the work of reunion. Let us hope that next year, 
when (please God) we shall meet again, much will 
have become more mature. But for the present I 
must take leave of you, thanking your for your 
patience and forbearance. 

I thank you especially for your generosity in 
allowing me to address you at a length, such as is 
very seldom allowed to a speaker or the chairman 
of a meeting. 

Archbishop Lykurgos (his voice was so weak,* 
that only those who were quite close to him could 
hear what he said ; Bishop Reinkens repeated it to 
the meeting). — In the name of all those of my own 
communion I ^thank you, Mr. President, for your 
marvellous efforts in the work of reuniting the 
severed Churches, of bringing together again the 
so numerous divisions of the Rock of our Redeemer. 
Our joy is full ; and there will be great joy in our 
homes also. We earnestly pray God for his further 
blessing. 

The Bishop of Gibraltar — It is with no idea of 
commenting upon the propositions that were placed 
before us this morning, that I rise to address this 

[•He was already suffering from the illness which a few 
weeks later proved fatal.] 
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assembly. We have been assured that these pro- 
positions contain no new dogma, but that they are 
a patristic explanation of a dogma which has 
always been held by the Western Church, and that 
this explanation has been prepared with a view of 
removing misconceptions and differences between 
ourselves and our brethren of the Eastern Church. 
My object in rising is that, in the name of my 
friends from England and America, I may thank 
you, Sir, for the manner in which you have di ^- 
charged the office of Chairman, and for the learned, 
eloquent, masterly, and most instructive addresses 
which you have delivered to us during the last few 
days. 

In the name of my friends from England and 
America, I also thank the Committee for the work 
which they have done. 

The results attained may not have fulfilled in 
every respect all the hopes of the sanguine, who- 
may have expected that a Schism which has lasted 
for centuries should be healed in a day. The dis- 
cussions also have risen to theological heights, 
which the mind of a practical Englishman finds it . 
difficult to reach. 

Nevertheless it must not be supposed, either by 
the most sanguine or the most practical, that this 
Conference has produced no real fruit. We have 
witnessed the remarkable spectacle of theologians 
from the ancient orthodox Eastern Church sitting 
side by side with theologians from modern Ger- 
many, modern America, and modern England,. 

K 2 
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endeavouring to the utmost of their power to 
remove misapprehensions and to frame proposi- 
tions which all might accept as expressing the 
orthodox faith of Christendom. 

We were told this morning that the result of 
their labours was to discern that there is no sub- 
stantial difference between the views of the Eastern 
and Western Churches on that mysterious doctrine 
which they have been considering. If, as we are 
further told^ there still remain points about which 
the Committee could not as yet come to an agree- 
ment, this is what must have been anticipated by 
any calm and reasonable mind on reflecting how 
great are the differences, independently of theology, 
which divide us, not only in language, nationality, 
and outward circumstances, but also in mental dis- 
position, mode of thought, and type of character. 
It was not without difficulties that the ancient 
Creeds were formulated, and I think that my 
Eastern brethren will agree with me when I' say 
that, if at the Councils of primitive times modern 
England or America had been very largely repre- 
sented, those difficulties would hardly have been 
lessened. 

It must be remembered that the Committee has 
been on the deep^ dark, dangerous, storm-swept 
seas of theological speculation : that they have 
come safe to haven is due, under God, to the 
strong desire which filled all hearts for brotherly 
union and for success in the mission with which 
they bad been charged. Due also was it in a large 
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measure to the tact and judgment, courtesy and 
geniality, learning and wisdom of our illustrious 
President. 

The success which has attended our. deliberations 
is eminently welcome to myself, as my duties often 
take me to the East. Within the last few months 
I have had the privilege of meeting the Archbishops 
of Corfu, Syra, Smyrna, Roumania, and the Patri- 
arch of Constantinople. 

This Intercommunion between the Churches 
which we have been endeavouring here to promote 
by theological discussion, I have been endeavour- 
ing to promote in practice. The other day at 
Smyrna, I held two services at which were present 
not only Bishops and congregations of the Church 
of England, but also an Archbishop and Bishop of 
the Eastern Church with many members of their 
flock, and at which we offered together to our 
Heavenly Father our common supplications in the 
Name of our common Lord and Redeemer. 

As God breathed into our hearts this desire for 
union, He will show, in His own good time, the 
way in which that desire is to bq fulfilled. 

If Christians ever had a good cause for singing 
a Je Deuniy we have one in the success which has 
attended our endeavour to re-unite the Churches 
of the East and West in the holy bands of Chris- 
tian truth and love. 

Bisliop ReinkenSy in conclusion, said the TV Deimt 
and Lord's Prayer in Latin, those present joining 
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in both. At the end of the latter he added, Dabis 
autem nobis ofnne bonum, inprimis quod nunc maxime 
desideramuSy pacts bonum inter ecclesias, pads quidem 
in veritate, Confirtna et sanctifica nos in veritate. 
Scrmo tuns est Veritas, Conserva nos quoque^ sive 
ex Oriente, sive ex Occidente venienteSy ad te cari- 
tatis vinculo semper coniunctos. Et benedicas nos, 
Deus amnipotetiSy Pater et Filius et Spiritus sanctus. 
A men. 
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I. 

Letter of Dr, Dollinger to the Professors of Theology at 

Constantinople, 

Munich, March Sth, 1875. 
Last vear Conferentes were held at Bonn between 
members of the Orthodox Churches of Russia and 
Greece, and members of the Churches of Germany aftd 
England, with a view to preparing and smoothing thfc 
way to an agreement respecting the fundamental dogmas 
of our religion, an agreement such as to allow us to 
establish a mutual recognition of brotherhood and com- 
munion between the Churches. The theologians, who 
represented Germany at these Conferences, belong to a 
part of the Catholic Church which does not recognise 
the Vatican Council, or the new dogmas of the Infallibi- 
lity and Absolute Authority of the Pope, proclaimed by 
the Council ; and they are convinced that the Orthodox 
Church of the Patriarchate of Constantinople is a true 
Church,* which has retained the apostolic inheritance, 



^ * Some newspapers which published this letter had *' thi 
true Church," which was of course an error in translation. 
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and is a part of the great and ancient Apostolic Commu- 
nion. With regard to the dogmatic differences, which 
still might arise between these German theologians and 
those of the Greek Church in the East, we are of opinion 
that it will not be difficult to find statements which will 
satisfy both parties, and lead to the re-establishment of 
ecclesiastical unity, as it once existed for more than twelve 
centuries. It is our intention to resume our Conferences 
at Bonn about the middle of next August, and we shall 
be glad to see representatives of the Patriarchate of 
Constantinople there also. That the expenses of the 
ourney may not prove a hindrance to any one, English- 
men of rank have offered to defray* them. The Re- 
union Committee, therefore, sends this official invitation 
to our brothers in Christ, the Professors of Theology at 
Constantinople, and promises to afford them all the 
information they may require. 



11. 

Letter of Dr. Dollinger to the Secretary of the Society of the 
Friends of Spiritual Enlightenment at St. Petersburgh. 

In accordance with the wishes expressed by you 
we have summoned a Conference to meet at Bonn on 



* It may be worth while to mention that none of the 
Oriental theologians at Bonn availed themselves of this 
offer. 
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the 1 6th of August. We hear from Constatinople that 
three representatives of the Patriarchate will also be 
present at the Conference. If you can induce members 
of the other Oriental Churches also to take part in our 
discussions we shall regard that as in the highest degree 
advantageous to us. This time the chief subject fOf 
deliberation will, of course, be the dogma respecting the 
Procession of the Holy Spirit, and I really entertain a 
hope that we shall arrive at an understanding satisfactory 
to both sides, if only you, as well as we, keep steadily in 
view the indispensable distinction between theological 
speculation and the doctrine of the Church, and if you, 
as well as we, stand fast upon the foundation of the 
Fathers, and not upon that of later theologians, who 
thought only of contest and victory. What a triumph 
that would be if we should succeed ! 

In case you and your friends of the Oriental Confes- 
sion think of introducing any other questions at the Con- 
ference be kind enough to let me know. We, on our 
side, think of preparing one or two other theses in refer- 
ence to the Churches of England and America. As soon 
as these are formally drawn up^ we will send them to 
you. 
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III. 

Letter of the Bishop of Winchester to Dr, £>Wifi§er. 

Winchester House, 

19, St. James* Square, London, 

August 3, 1875. 
Honoured and Dear Sir, 

I am very sorry to be unable to attend your sum- 
mons to Bonn. I am prevented partly by illness, which 
obliges me to seek relief at one of the baths in the 
North of England. 

I will venture to write a few words on the questions 
which are likely to arise at the Conference to which you 
have invited us. 

I. 

On the Procession of the Holy Ghost. 

T beieve that the Old Catholics and the Anglican 
Church fully concede to the Eastern Orthodox Church, 
that the Filioqne ought not to have been added to the 
Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed without the consent of 
a General Council. We admit also that the doctrine as 
expressed in the Creed of Constantinople (in the words 
CK Tou IlaT/sos €K7rop€v6fjL€vov, a Patre procedens) is in 
itself orthotlox and true. Moreover, we maintain the 
doctrine of the Mom/ox^a ; holding as firmly as the 
Greeks, that there is but one Ama, 'Apxi?^ or Hiyyi}, one 
Pons Deitatis^ viz., the Eternal Father. We, Anglicans, 
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are willing to make any declarations to this effect, which 
may be satisfactory to the Easterns. Yet we say that 
there is a true sense in which the Greek fathers, as well as 
the Latin fathers, spoke of the Spirit as €ic rov Ilarpo? 
jcai Toi? Ytou (Epiphan. Haer. 74, 4) or irap aLfi4>or€piav 
(Haer. 74, 8) or c^ a/i(/>orv (Cyril. De Ador. Lib. i. 0pp. 
L 9). We, therefore, do not see how we can acknow- 
ledge that it is wrong so to speak, though we admit that 
the Filioque was an unjustifiable addition to a Catholic 
Symbol without Catholic assent. 

In truth the difference between us is one of words and 
not of truth ; for we believe the Son and the Spirit to 
have derived Being from all Eternity from the one God, 
the Father, and to be One God with Him ; but we say 
the Father is First, the Son Second and the Holy Spirit 
Third, and so that the Spirit is from the Father, but also 
^of the Son. The subject is abstruse and mysterious. 
Both the Greeks and the Latins held important truth con- 
cerning it, apparently diverse, but really reconcileable. 

IL 
As to English Orders, 

I believe that you, Sir, and the Divines of the Greek 
and Russian Chuiches are agreed, that the " Nag's Head 
Fable " is utterly false, and that Archbishop Parker was 
cons.ecrated by four bishops, who had themselves received 
consecration from Catholic Bishops. 

(i) But, it is said, that the English Church does not 
believe rightly m prdination, and therefore cannot confer 
it rightly. 
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It is impossible to say what was believed by the four 
consecrators of Abp. Parker, as it is impossible to say 
what was believed by some Bishops and even Popes in 
the Middle Ages : and if the Apostolical Succession would 
be invalidated by having been conveyed through the 
hand of unbelieving Bishops, we cannot be sure that 
it has been maintained in any section ot the Church of 
Christ. 

But we deny that the Church of England disbelieves 
in the grace of holy orders. We do not say that some 
members of the Church may not have been unsound, 
but we say that the Church is sound. 

(2) We have never denied that ordination is a sacra- 
ment in the sense in which the early Church used the 
word sacrament or mystery. We only say that neither 
orders, nor confirmation, nor matrimony are such sacra* 
nients as Baptism and the Holy Eucl^arist These two 
are the great sacraments of the Gospel, instituted \yj 
Christ Himself, and general necessary, generaliter fieces' 
saria, necessary for all classes of men to receive) for 
salvation. 

We believe that the Holy Ghost is given in ordination 
for the work of the ministry. So both in ordaining of 
Priests and consecrating of Bishops, the ordinating Bishop 
says Accipe Spiritum Sanctum^ which are the only words 
universally used in ancient times in ordination. These 
words were said at the consecration of Abp. Parker. In 
an ordination of Priests, the Bishop says : — 

" Receive the Holy Ghost for the office and work of 
a Priest in the Church of God now committed unto thee 
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by the imposition of our hatids. Whose sins thou dost 
forgive, they are forgiven, and whose sins thou dost retain^ 
they are retained," &c. 

(3) We do not think that either the Old Cathoh'cs or 
the Greeks will consider our orders to be invalid, because 
we have been excommunicated by the Roman Patriarch, 
and so are not in union with the centre of faith and 
fountain of orders. We deny that our branch of Christ's 
Church was originally a part of the Roman patriarchate, 
maintaining that it was originally autocephalous, and if 
not a patriarchate under the Pfettriarch of Canterbury, of 
which there is some evidence, yet at least an exarchate, 
and that we had a right to return to our independence 
and to throw off the usurped supremacy of Rome. But, 
moreover, when Parker was consecrated, the Pope had 
not yet excommunicated us. It is true, the Pope did not 
give his consent to Parker's consecration, nor send him 
the Pallmm ; but we deny that this was necessary to 
make that consecration valid. 



III. 



I>astly, on the invocation of Saints, we do not hold to 
the doctrine or the practice^^of invoking the Saints : 

1. Because we can find no authority for the prac^ 
tice in Holy Scripture. Every prayer mentioned in 
Scripture is addressed to God or to Christ ; and there are 
strong condemnations of the practice in the New Testa- 
ment. 

2. Because we can find no sanction for it in the earlier 



142^ Appendix. 

ages of the faith, or from the writings of th^ early fathers. 
When it first crept in by corruption, the great Church 
fathers, such as St. Augustine and St Epiphanius, con- 
demned it strongly. 

3. Because no authority can be found for it in the first 
six general Councils, which are the truly Ecumenical 
Councils. And though the seventh (so called general) 
Council gives it sonie sanction, yet that Council was not 
generally acknowledged for nearly two centuries ; and its 
decrees on this point were actually repudiated by the great 
Council of Frankfurt, representing Gaul, Germany and 
Spain, and summoned by the Emperor, Charles the Great. 
We think then that, if we err in this, we err with the writers 
of Holy Scripture, with the earlier fathers of both the 
Greek and Latin Churches^ and with the Primitive Coun- 
cils of the Church. Errare possumus^ Haeretki esse 
fw/umus. 

Pardon me. Dear Sir, if I have written at too great 
length and too boldly concerning these great questions. 
I humbly pray, that the Spirit of God may enlighten you 
all and direct your counsels to the glory of His Holy 
Name and to the peace and unity of His Church. 

JBegging to be heartily and respectfully commended to 
Bishop Reinkens, and to all who shall assemble with you 
at Bonn, I remain, 

Honoured and Dear Sir, 
With much affection and respect your faithful 
Brother and Servant in Christ and his Church, 
Edward Harold Winchester. 
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IV. 
Letter of Mr, Gladstone to Dr, Doliinger, 

23, Carlton-House-Terrace, S. W., 

August 2, 1875. 
My Dear Dollinger^ 

I understand it to be your design to devote your 
time and attention, during the Conferences at Bonn for 
tite present year, in a great measure to the questions 
which immediately concern the Eastern Church. You 
will deal with those questions intrinsically : I will venture 
ill a few words to state some considerations belonging to 
a view of them from without, which lie nearer to my pro- 
vince and are more within my capacity. 

With reference to the great question of the alteration 
of the Creed in the West, I heartily embraced what I 
understood to be declared at Bonn last yean More ready 
in the interest of peace to revert to the ancient form, I 
felt 

That to alter an alteration^ except by an adequate 
weight of authority, might tend to shake belief; 

That no restoration could be safe for the uninstructed, 
unless soundly and powerfully w<7/rV^, and unless the ground 
were carefully prepared beforehand ; 

That many who are well instructed, may entertain 
grave fears, and may be wholly reluctant, even for them- 
selves, to move ; 

That many others, who think a restoration admissible, 
would still fay (it seems to me rightly) the risks of it could 
not be run, unless when it had become certain by trying 
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the ground in all directions, that you need not apprehend 
failure to your design from difficulties in regard to any 
tenet or practice outside the Creed itself. 

It is not, I suppose, with regard to the Supremacy, or 
to any part of the doctrine of the Holy Eucharist, or to 
the condition of the Dead, that such difficulties could be 
likely to arise. But on the two questions of the rever- 
ence due to sacred Images and of the Invocation of 
Saints, I can suppose it possible that danger might exist 
in the West, if the Eastern Divines should unhappily 
insist on regarding conciliary declarations not as belong- 
ing to discipline and therefore mutable, but as in their 
express formulation parts of the immutable dogmatic truth. 

I can suppose it then well to deserve considerarion, 
whether these points, with any others like them, if there 
be such, should not be sounded to the bottom, before 
any very stringent declaration on the subject of the 
Filioque is delivered. This is my first observation. 

My second is, that there are conceivable forms of 
declaration, by means of which it might be possible for 
the two sides greatly and effectively to approximate, 
without proceeding to the final and cardinal question of 
a change in the formula of the West 

If from the Western point of view it were set forth — 

That the orthodoxy and sufficiency of the original and 
Eastern form is acknowledged ; 

That no alteration in the doctrine of the Church is 
conceived to have been made by the introduction of the 
Filioque^ and that no secession from that doctrine would 
be involved in its abandonment \ 
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That procession from the Son is not intended to be 
asserted in the same sense and scope as from the 
Father ; 

That the groimd, on which the question of reverting to 
the ancient form is entertainable, is simply and solely 
the want of adequate authority for the introduction of the 
change ; 

In these propositions, if allowable, and with due cor- 
rection of language, I suppose that valuable boons might 
be tendered to the East, should there be prospects of 
accommodation all round. 

I can conceive it possible that the Eastern divines 
might on their side, in any recognition of the third of 
these propositions, find the means of materially facili- 
tating the accession of the West. 

In the sum of these propositions consists my second 
and last observation. 

I have been tempted to offer this, which I call an 
exterior view of the question, from my firm confidence in 
your wisdom, and my profound sympathy with what I 
believe to be your general purpose : from my conviction 
that the Eastern Church enjoys a great felicity in being 
free from committals to any false principle of action : 
and from my apprehension lest your plan should fail on 
the Eastern side, not from any real discrepancy on the 
truths meant to be expressed, but from any want in that 
flexibility of conceptions and expressions which is tho- 
roughly compatible with identical belief, and which the 
historical circumstances of the East, imposing the neces- 
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sity of a rigid attitude, have not been well adapted to 
develope. 

With your accustomed indulgence, take ^this as mj 
apology for a letter, which, if you find it to contain no 
element of utility, I would simply beg you to consider aa 
unwritten. Believe me, with warm respect and r^ajrdy 
always faithfully yoiu-s 

W, E. GUUJSTONE. 



V. 
Letter of tfu Bishop of Lincoln to Dr. Dollinger. 

RisEHOLM, Lincoln, 

Au^st 3, 1875. 
My Dear Brother in Christ, 

I feel your kindness in writing to me as you have 
done^ and do indeed earnestly desire to be with you, and 
join with you (however feebly), in your labours of faith 
and love. 

But I must, I fear, deny myself that great privilege, I 
am now gaining a short re&pite in the incessant anxiety and 
work of this diocese, and I must try to economise this 
brief interval with a view to future exertions. Let me 
:take this opportunity of expressing my respectful grati- 
tude to you for what you have done, and are doing, in 
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this holy cause of Christ and His Church, and let me 
assure you of my earnest prayers for a continuance of that 
strength and grace from above which have enabled you 
to be a Confessor for Him. 

I am your affectionate Brother, 

C. 'Lincoln. 



VL 

Letter of the Bishop of Brechin to Dr. Dollinger. 

Dundee, August 4, 1875. 
Honoured and Dear Sir, 

I see by the newspapers that the solemn and 
awful subject of the Procession of the Holy Ghost is to 
be one of the topics of discussion^ at the approaching 
Bonn Conference. I shall not be present, and therefore 
I venture with great diffidence in view of the deep 
mysteriousness of the doctrine to express in writing what 
I would have said had I been actually present. 

I would then venture to ask the Conference to con- 
sider whether the formulas, "The Holy Ghost proceedeth 
from the Father" and "The Holy Ghost proceedeth 
from the Father and the Son " (no doubt in different 
senses), are not both true, that each formula conserves 
and embalms a great truth, and that consequently we 
could not condemn either without injury to the Faith. 
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If I do not err, it is on the one hand true that the 
H0I7 Ghost proceedeth from the Hypostasis of the 
Father. The Father as Father being the wifp\ nys 
Bconyros in this sense the Spirit proceedeth principaliter 
from the Father. 

On the other hand, is it not also true that the Holy 
Spirit proceedeth from the usia of the Father and of the 
Son by one Spiration I It is this aspect of the doctrine 
which bears so strongly on the question of Arianism, and 
historically has had great influence in the adoption of 
the extended formula. 

If these propositions are sound theological statements, 
might it not be possible to construct, under the guidance 
of that Spirit Whom we desire to honour and Whose help 
and illumination we invocate, a formula that all might 
accept % 

I am well aware of the difficulties which surround the 
matter, but as in this Conference it is not mixed up with 
other irritating questions, such as the supremacy, there 
is, for the first time for many a century, some hope of a 
good understanding. 

With every good wish and aspiration, 
Believe me, 

Yours affectionately in Jesus Christ, 
Alexander Forbes, 
Bishop of Brechin. 
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VII. 

Letter of the Metropolitan of Servia to Professor Langen^ 
President of the Reunion Committee, 

Mr. President, 

We have alvtrays lamented the still continuing 
separation between the East and the West ; in conse- 
quence of which the Church of Christ suffers manifold 
evils, and Christianity weakens its resources for dealing 
with unbelievers in quarrels between Christians and 
their representatives and leaders. 

The more deeply we lamented this, the more we were 
rejoiced at whatever tends to bring Christian brethren 
nearer to one another and to set aside misunderstandings. 
Therefore, being regularly informed of what takes place 
in the Western Church, we thanked God when our 
brethren in the West, under the name of Old Catholics, 
with sincere faith and evangelical love, after Rome's 
recent falling away from the truth by the introduction of 
new dogmas, cast their eyes upon the Holy Orthodox 
Church of Christ, which joyfully embraces your good 
wishes, beloved brethren, directed towards the wellbeing 
of all who believe in our Redeemer, the Lord Christ 

In sincere sympathy with your noble and beneficial 
efforts to bring the brethren on each side nearer to one 
another, that they may know one another the better, and 
in love, peace, and unity become children of the one 
true Church, whose Head is our Lord Jesus Christ Him- 
self, we send our representative, the Archimandrite' Sabbas 
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to take part with representatives of other parts ot the 
Orthodox Church in the Conferences to be held at Bonn 
for the attainment of the stated end. 

We pray you to receive with brotherly love the repre- 
sentative of our Orthodox Church in the Principality of 
Servia. We meanwhile implore the blessing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Chief Shepherd, upon 
this work, that His Spirit may guide all the representa- 
tives in the discussions to the good of the whole Qhurch 
and of humanity ; and may the Holy Spirit enlighten 
their understandings and tlieir hearts, so that the union 
and communion between West and East, which has 
hitherto been disturbed by ambition, arrogance, and 
confusion, may again be restored, to the glory of God 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the Life-giving , 
All-holy Trinity, and to the salvation apd blessing of all 
persons and peoples. 

We beg you to convey our greeting to Bishop Reinkens 
and Dr. Dollinger, and to believe us to remain, 

With much respect and in constant prayer for you, 

MiCHAIL, 

Archbishop and Metropolitan of Servia. 



VIIL 

The Dean of Chester^ s Explanation, 

Some members of the Church of England, who 
earnestly desire success to the present efforts for reunion, 
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having been made anxious and doubtful by that part of 
the article on the Eucharist, provisionally adopted last 
year, which speaks of the Eucharistic celebration as a 
'' representation and presentation on Earth of the one 
oblation of Christ, which is continuously presented by 
Him in Heaven," and those expressions being capable 
of different shades of interpretation, I beg leave respect 
fully to state the meanings which such persons, with 
myself, are disposed to attach to them. We view the 
Eucharistic celebration as a " representation," because in 
it (according to i Cor. xi. 26) we shew forth the Lord's 
death till He come : we speak of it as a " presentation," 
because those who receive, in the Holy Communion, the 
blessings procured by the sacrifice of Christ, do at the 
same time, as sinners, plead that sacrifice before God ; 
and we conceive the sense assigned to Christ's " con- 
tinuous oblation in Heaven" must be limited by the 
revealed fact (Heb. vii. 27; ix. 12 and 25 — 28; x, 10 
and 18) that His sacrifice for sin was made complete, 
once for all, before He ascended to Heaven. I feel 
bound in conclusion to add that, on further reflection, I 
have less confidence than I had before as to the strict 
consistency of the language of this article with the 
language of the Book of Common Prayer. 
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IX. 



Formula proposed by the Rev. R S. May.* 

We recognize that the S)anbol as completed at 
the Second CEcumenical Synod is the only Symbol of 
the Catholic Faith which can legitimately be admitted as 
the term of Intercommunion among the Churches. 



X. 



Formula proposed by the Rev. W, Chauncy^ Langdon* 

We unitedly accept and declare that the Niceno- 
Constantinopolitan Creed (or the Creed set forth by the 
Second CEcumenical Synod) in its integrity, without 
addition or diminution, is the only Symbol of the 
Catholic Faith authoritatively binding upon the whole 
Church ; and that any modified form of the said Creed 
which has been or may be used in the Western Churches 
is only to be regarded, so far as these modifications are 
concerned, as an expression of the Western or local 
theology : 

* [This formula was not discussed.] 
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While at the same time we admit and declare that by 
the introduction of the phrase JFUtoque— -Ik tov Yiov — 
which has long been and is still in use throughout the 
Western Churches, there is not professed any doctrine 
inconsistent with that Faith or with the teaching of the 
Fathers of the Church. 



XL 



Remarks by Professor A. MenuL* 
The point in dispute, the goal, and the way to it. 

(i) With regard to the mission {missio^ irefi^is) of the 
Holy Spirit by the Father and the Son there is no 
difference of opinion. 

(f ) The eternal Procession of the Holy Spirit from 
the Father (iKirpotva-is Ik tov ILarpos) is understood by 
the Orientals in the sense that all co-operation of the 
Son is excluded from the production (origination, breath- 
ing out, spiratio) of the Holy Spirit. 

(3) We Westerns likewise suppose the Holy Ghost to 
proceed from the Father as the sole Principle and Fount 
of the Godhead (apx^ *^^ '^TP\ ''^^ Bcotittos) \ but, in- 
asmuch as the whole Grodhead exists perfectly in the 



* Not discussed. 
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Son, He also takes part in the production (spiratid) of 
the Holy Ghost 

(4) When we confess our belief in the Procession 
(<Kiro/xvo-(s, proussio) of the Holy Spirit from the Father 
and the Son, we understand the Procession from the 
Father as immediate, out of the original Source, and the 
Procession from the Son as out of the same original 
Source existing perfectly in the Son. 

(5) Our hopes of an understanding (I do not yet say, 
union) with our brethren from the East are based upon 
our belief that we can prove that the entire exclusion of 
the Son from founding the vvap^is of the Holy Ghost 
is merely a doctrine of your later theologians, not of 
Holy Scripture, nor of the Greek Fathers down to John 
of Damascus, and that it is not required by the Symholum 
NicenO'Constantinopolitanum^ nor even by the Confessio 
Orthodoxa, 

(6) That the doctrine of the itaropeva-is €k tov Tlarpo^ 
in the Creed has not excluded the participation of the 
Son in the production of the Holy Spirit, follows from 
the fact that the Greek no less than the Latin Fathers, 
after no less than before 381, unanimously teach this 
participation, although, owing to the difficulty of the 
subject, by diffeYent modes of expression. 

(7) That the Council of 381 lays stress only upon the 
€iciro/>ev<ri9 of the Holy Spirit from the Father, the irqyr^ 
T^s BeoTT^Tos, is explained historically : the object was to 
establish securely the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, and to 
set aside the position that the Holy Spirit is a creature 
of the Son's. 
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(8) Supposing, then, that the proof of propositions 5, 
6, and 7 is satisfactory, we do not ask that the Orientals 
should give up their belief or their form of Creed ; on 
the contrary, we always admit that the Filioque was 
received into the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed in a 
formally illegitimate manner. We ask primarily, not by 
any means that the Orientals should admit the co-opera- 
tion c^ the Son in the production of the Holy Spirit as a 
theological opinion not excluded by the Symbolum, but 
merely that, on the strength of the proof to be supplied 
by us, they will recognise our right to hold this tbeolo* 
gical opinion, i,e,y that this opinion may not bring upon 
upon us the reproach of heresy, nor hinder us from 
holding communion with them. 

(9) We might (possibly) be willing to remove the 
Filioque from the Creed if the freedom which existed in 
the ancient Church was guaranteed to us of understand- 
ing the c#c7ropcvo-ts cic tov IlaTpos in such a sense as not 
to exclude the Son from all participation in the produc- 
tion of the Holy Spirit 



XII. 
Evycvftou t5v l^ovXyip€<a^ ir^pX rov "A* YJov."* 

Ov8€ts ovT€ Twv wdXai ovre twv vvv 6p6o8o^ovvT(t)v 
'AvaToAi#ca)v aTrqpvri(rar6 irorc, ovS* dpvi^o'CTat roAi'viqC 

* See above, p. 100. 
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TO irvfvflo TO aycov vapd, rov warpos €Kvop€V€(rdai^ 
ci fArj Tis oXAos vjr€to^€i irapaSoyp.aTio'fiov wrovotasjAoyos, tq 
irapa'xprja'ti rov At vlov cis t3 €^ vlovy (os €^ aiTiov 
T^ irvevfiari rrj^ virdp^etas. 

To /4€v yap Ac viov Acyofiev, to Sc €f viov ov Alyo/xcv, 
fCttTa Tov ^€101/ ^afia(rKrjvdvf €K€lvo p^v 109 ptcrireiav (xttAcus 
virefK^tvov Ti)v tov vm)v...toiJto 8^ (sc. i^ vJov) ws icai 
TOV vlov avrov alriav ovra iir€p<fM.ivov rod rrvevparos, ov 
T4V0S, KaOdirep ovv koI tov vlov, 6 varrfp povos aiTtos itrriv' 
Sri B^ TO TTvevpa Ik tov vaTpSs irpoa-cxtos, dXX ov Bi vtooy 
ov8€i9 Brjirov opSoBo^iSv airo6€^cTa4, ouS* €<mv Saris €v Tpair 
KoTs TTOTe toOto Kol <l>rj(r€i€' 7rdvT€S yap, 01 cuo'cj^civ aipov^ 
ptvoif T^v ToO vlov €7riyw(aa'Kov<ri, p€<riT€[av €wl ttjs irpooBov 
ToO Oeiov wvcv/xaTos irapa Toi5 waT/a^s, tois T€ aAAois toJv 
Ocqyoptov Bi8a(rKdX.<i}V kol t<^ Nvcot/s kiropevoi Vpqyopl(ff 
T(^ to irveO/jta ov')(l wpocrcx^s €k tou TrpwTOV (sC tov 
iraTpos), aAAa " BiA tov vpo(r€\(Ss tK tov wptaTov ** ^€oAo- 
yrjo'avTi, Kai yelp koI dvdyKrj iraara tov kicjrop€V€(r6o.k to 
irvcvfia ofioAoyijo-ovTa Ik tov vaTpos, Trjv peciTclav viro- 
OecrOai ttjv tov vlou' €*rj yelp &v olAAws vtds koI avTcJ t<J 
wvevpa 8oypaTi,(6p€vov tov 0€ov icai iraTpds vdw aTOWWSf 
Ci KaOdircp o vios Trpocex^^ '^^^ avTo vpogei €k tov Trarpos, 
]J vaTTipy pri TOV vlov, Bi ov koi TraTrjp €<tti, /ico-iTcv- 

OKTOS. 

KaiToi yap a^a €k toC 0€ov Kai iraTpos dpepLOTuts Kal 
aStao'TaTCDS Kai 6 vtos icai to wevpd €OTt, 6ca ye fi^v to 
da'$€vh T^s Kad' i)/ia$ 6iavoias, t(5v pera/BaTiKm p€v Kal 
KaTot pkpos Tot ovTa ciravaTroAcrv, fi^ eiroTrrcicws 6c ovS* a/Aa 
TclsTwv voovpkviav dvT4AiJi^€4S dvopdTTea-Oai. Tr€<f>VK6T(aVf ovB 
Siv vor]$rJ€i 6A(i>s iraT^p (ov o waTrjp 6 7rpodvap-)(os, ptj irpoo- 
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dcvovcnys iro)? i^ koX (rvfiirfM'Covayis rrj^ xpikaTs €9rtvoiai9 ofov 
frapaTVTrovfi€vrjs y€vvrja'€(os rod (rvvavdp^ov vlov.,!'Od€V to 
frvevfia Std rov ^ovoycvovs ravrg ye ficcrirevovros ry varpl, 
Kol 8ia Tovro icvpltos koI TravakrjOias irarpl koi ovri Kal 
vfJLVovfJL€V(i^y Ik rov varpos Kal avro rou^Se Aoy<^, tq rov 
vlov, fi€a'iT€t<jf., iKirpo'Civai ofiokoyetraiy ^' (ootc koI t6 jjlovo- 
y€V€S avaiK^i^oXov kirX rov Yiou pAvtiVy koX to Ik rov 
Tarpos etvai ro wfvfia firi d/Li<^ij3aAAeiv, rrjs rov vlov 
fita-LriCas Kal cavrcp rdfiovoy€V€S i^vAaTToCoT/s, koI rS irvcO/ui 
rrjs <f>v<riKijs irpos rov varkpa o-xccccos /x^ aireip- 
yoda-qs" (The words from wore to the end are taken 
from Gregory of Nyssa.) 

'Ek t^s * AvaKpC(r€(t)s Nt/c»y<^/5ov tov BXcfi/xvSov, €v ry y 
To/A<^ T^s viro rov Evycvtov CKSocrcais twi' 'Airavrcov 'Itaoij^ 
Yov Bpvtvvlov, 

BaTiXeios 6 piyas. 

To aytov irvcufia, a<^' ov vaara iirl rrjv Kriaiv ij r<av ayo- 

^wj' ^oprqyia TP^yafei, tou vioO fici' rjprTjraLi y d8ta(r7ra(rrois 

<rvyKara\afiPdv€rac rrjs Se rov varpos air i as i^tjfJLfiivov 

€\€i ro €ivaiy 66€v Kal €KTrop€i€rai,rovroyv8(apt<mKcv 

T^s Kara rrfv vTrocrracriv iSiorqros (rqficTov €\€i, ro fi^rh. rdv 

vlov Kal (rvv avr<^ yvw/otfccrdai, icai to €k rov irarpos 

v<j>€a-rdvai. 6 Se vtos, 6 ro €k rov warpos lKirop€v6p.r- 

vov iru€vfia 8i eavroS Kal fieff cav rov yvwpt^wv, 

fio vos fwvoy€v(os €K rov ay evvrjrov (fxaros cicAd/jt^as, ovB4 

fiCav Kara ro l8id(ov rtov yv(opi(rfidr<iiV rrfv KoivtavCav 

€\€i irpos rowaripay rj irpos ro dyiov ^rvcBfia. *Ewio't. XiJ. 
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158 Appendix. 

To irv€v/ia TO ayiov tq Trpos tov vlov Kara to a#cTMrTov 
crvva^ii^, Kal cv T^ t^v airiav rrjs {>irdp^€U}S e#c tov 
9c oO Twv clX(i)v €X€i,v €vovfiL€voVf cti^^oTaTai waXcv cv T^ 
l8&a(oKT(, cv Ty fw^TC fiovoycva}9 €#c tov iraTpos viroorT^vat, 
Kal cv T^ 3(' avTov TOV viov irc^i/vcvaii KaTot Evvo/*. 



FINIS. 
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